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EDITORIAL NOTE. 

It would be strange if the lapse of more than forty yeurs should not 
have brought so much improvement in Biblical criticism, as would show 
Bome parts of the exegesis of Dr. Worcester to be defective. He had 
bat lately emerged firom the darkness of the old theology, when he pub* 
lished tins work. Since that period the labors of the most able and 
learned scholarB and divines of the last half century have shed new 
and great light on the interpretation of the sacred text ; and some few 
<tf the author's criticisms mighty on a strict revision of the work, be 
thought to require amendment. It is not, however, now put forth as 
a work, in every respect perfect. (Hie author himself was fax from 
claiming in&llibility.) But as a work likely ever to be of great aid to 
the serious inquiring mind on some of the highest themes and most 
important doctrines of Christian £Edth. Its great ability, its singularly 
beautiful and Chriat-Uke spirit^ its clear and logical conclusions, will al- 
ways ensure its permanent worth. And on this account another editioD 
18 offered to the public, and an impartial examination of its contents ii 






1 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



i 



Thk Letters contained in the following pages axe, generally, those 
wfaidi were formerlj pablished under tM tiUe of ** Bible News f and 
"addressed to a worthj Minister of the gospel" Some things, how- 
erer, have been omitted to giro place toothers which have been deemed 
€i more inoportance. But whether this may be properly called an 
' Improved JSdUtion, the public will determine. 

On condition that it shall be consistent with the will of God, under 
Ikd general title now assumed, the public may expect some farther 
eoinmunicatioD& A series of Inquines have, for a long time, occupied 
Bt^ attentioD ; and some things are nearly ready for the press ; which, 
it IS hoped, will give additioiml light respecting the character of the 
Son of Gk>d, and the Holy Spirit ; and also admtional evidence that the 
doctrine of a " Three one Gkxl'' has no foundation in the Bible ; and 
tiMt it is really reproachful both to the Hdy ONE of Israel and to his 
ONLT SON. 

It was foreign from the desires of my heart to occasion any sehisnif 
hmiult f or clamor among professed Christians ; and I cannot but deeply 
[ lament that any things of such a nature have been the conseqttence of 
I miblishing my sentiments. It is most sincerely hoped, that those who 
f Mve been emended with me for thinking for mytdftaod publitking the 
fndU of my inquiries, will yet allow themselves tune for cool reflection 
and patient examination, for it is confidently believed, that the time 
I is not fiEU* distant, when the doctrine, that Christ is really Gk>d's SON, 
V will not^ by Christian Ministers, be classed among " damnable heresies^* 
I There are things, respecting which, I must be allowed to express 
some astonishment^ because, when the things are compared together, 
there seems to be something of the nature of a paradox. 

So &r as I am informed hy reports, by private letters and by con- 
versation, the sentiment that Christ is reaUy God's SON, lias, above 
every thing else in my Letters, been made the ground of objection 
among Trinitarian Ministers. It is on this very ground that they have 
taken the liberty to represent, that I have degraded the character of 
Christ, that I am an Arian, a Socinian, and a heretic. 

In my own defence, and in opposition to their views, I exhibit evi- 
dence from Scripture, that believing in Christ, as the Son of God, is 
stated as a condition of salvation ; and that disbelief of this doctnne is 
what is termed making God a liar. Then, my Trinitarian brethren, 
turn right about, and consider me as really reprehensible, for so much 
as intimating that they do not " awfully as" I ** do," believe that Jesa» 
Christ is the SON of God. 
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Rey. Sib, | Mmmm 

In solemn prayer to liis Father, our Divine Ee- 
j deemer said, "This is life eternal, to know thee, the 
I ONLY TRUE GoD, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
j »mt" It must hence appear, that no inqoiries cah be 
more justifiable nor more interesting than those which 
respect the true character of the Father and the Son. 
So fer as we are in darkness respecting these charac- 
ters, we must necessanlj be in darkness respecting 
the gospel of divine grace. To obtain clear and 
Gcriptural views of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, has long been a principal object of my 
itady and pursuit. 

Prom my infency, I was taught to believe the Atha- 
mgian doctrine bf three distinct co-equal and co-eter- 
nal Persons in one God. And I do not recollect that 
I had any doubts of its correctness, until several years 
«fter I began the work of the ministry. Believing it 
to be both true and important, according to my ability 
I taught it to others; But even while I taught the 
iootrine, I mus often embarrassed by it both in pray- 

7 



8 ON THK UNITY OF GOD. 

er and in preaching. In giving thanks to God for 
his astonishing love in giving his Son to die for our 
offences, the theory has occurred with a chilling and 
confoundmg influence. These thoughts would un- 
avoidably rush into my mind — God and his Son are 
one and the same Being ; the Son could not in reality 
die or suffer any more than the Father ; it was only 
a mere man that sujffered, to whom the Son was mys- 
teriously united. In my preaching, while expressing 
the love of God in sparing not his own Son, the 
^same theory and the same train of thoughts would oc- 
cur ; and, in some instances, both in prayer and in 
preachings the influence of these thoughts has been so 
great as, for a time, to obstruct my utterance. 

Such embarrassments had a natural tendency to 
excite suspicions in my mind that there must be some 
defect in the theory which I had adopted. But the 
doctrine had been so long and so generally believed 
by great divines and good people, that I almost trem- 
bled at the thought of indulging my suspicions. At 
length I became acquainted with the views of Dr. 
Watts, as exhibited in connection with the Memoirs 
of his life. These I read with care. He supposed 
the Son of God not to be a self-existing Person, but 
a human Being, created before the worlds, and inti- 
mately united to the Father, so that in him dwelt all 
the fulness of the Godhead ; and that from this union 
his divinity resulted. His reasonings, to prove that 
the union of the Man Jesus was with the Father, and 
not with a second self-existent Person, appeared to 
me conclusive and unanswerable. And as a union 
with the Father must imply as great fulness and dig- 
nity as a union with another Person just equal with 
the Father, I was unable to see why his theory did 
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not support the Divinity of Jesus Christ in as ample 
a manner as the Athanasian hypothesis. 

Another consideration, which greatly recommended 
to my acceptance the theory of Dr. Watts, was this, 
it fireed me from those distressing embarrassments 
which I had formerly felt in prayer and preaching. 
For on his theory, the real Person, who is called the 
Son" of God, was the recU Sufferer on the cross. 

Having obtained this relief to my mind, I rested 
pretty quietly for several years as a believer in Watts' 
\ theory of the Trinity. But my apprehensions and 
ideas were so indistinct, that I indulged no thought of 
writing on the subject with any view to publication, 
until the year 1807. In the course of that year, my 
attention was in a peculiar manner arrested by the 
natural import of this text, " But to us there is but 
one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we 
in him ; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him."* I noted that in this verse 
the apostle was exhibiting the faith of Christians in 
contrast with the faith of heathens. In the preced* 
ing verse he had said, " For though there be that 
are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as 
there be gods many and lords many.") Such is the 
faith of the heathen world. With this he contrasts 
the fidth of Christians, " But to us there is but one 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in 
liim ; and one Loed, Jesus Chbist, by whom are 
all things, and we by him." The ideas which appeared ^ 
to me to lie plainly on the face of this text were these : — 

1. That the one self-existent God is one Per- 
son, viz. the Father. The apostle does not say. 
But to us there is but one God, yet this one God k 

\ * 1 Oor. TiiL 6. 
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three Persons. His language is, " But to us there ii 
but one God, the Father." He distinctljr names 
the Person whom he styles the one God, and calls 
him the Father. 

2. That this one God is the Fountain or Source of 
all things — " of whom are all things^ 

3. That Jesus Christ, the one Lord, is a Person as 
distinct from the Being of God as he is from the Per- 
son of the Father. After the apostle had distinctly 
told who is the one God, he then proceeded to say, 
" and ONE Lord, Jesus Christ." As he had named 
the one God, so he also named the one Lord. 

4. That Jesus Chrisf, the one Lord, i^ the Medium 
or Agent, throv/gh ^hom or hy whom God displays 
his fulness in the production of events — " by whom 
are all things^ and we BY HIM." 

Such being the views I had of the text, afield was 
opened which appeared clear, spacious, and delight- 
fuL This field I entered, and began to write on the 
doctrine of the Trinity, in a great measure conform 
able to the views of Dr. Watts. Nearly two years 
my mind was absorbed in these inquiries, and my 
time employed in writing on the subject. I wrote 
pretty largely, and thought I had produced some- 
thing which might be useful to the public. 

But while writing for the press, it frequently oc- 
curred to my mind that the definitive and emphatical 
language used in Scripture respecting the Son of 
God, did import a higher character than is implied 
in Watts's theory — that the terms own Son, only 
BEGOTTEN SoN, &c., did import that Christ was 
the Son of God in the most strict and proper sense 
of the terms. After I had written what I intended 
for the press, that idea became more and more impress- 
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ed on my mind as the natural meaning of the word 
of God. But though I could not find that any per- 
son had ventured to advance the idea, I viewed it to 
be my duty to examine the point with the utmost 
care.* This I have attempted to do ; and the result 
of my inquiries on that point is this, that Jesus 
Christ is as truly the Son of God, as Isaac was the 
son of Abraham; and that this view of the matter is 
essential to a due estimation of the love of God as 
displayed in the gospel of his grace. It is also my 

* Since the first edition of these letters, satisfactory evidence has 
been obtained that many others have asserted the same views of the 
Sod of Qod which are contained in these letters. The dispute between 
ArioB and bis opponents had no respect to the number of persons in 
6atj ; but simply to the derived naivre of the Son of God. Arim 
maintained ** that the Son was not begotten of the Father, I e. pro- 
iueed of Ms substance, but created out of nothing.'' On the oontraiy, 
the CooncQ of Nice affirmed ''that the Son was peculiarly of ike 
Father, bdng of his substance as begotten of him. The creed of 
Uuit Coondl contains no idea of a ** t&ee one GkxL" The ''one God " 
'm deai^ represented as one Person only, and tiie Son as derived from 
Qod, it was bv tulding to the Nicene Creed that the Council at Con- 
itantiDOTle made out the doctrine of a "tb'ee one God. Dr. Mosheim 
mn, " They gave the finishing touch to what the Council of Nice had 
kn imperfect, and fixed in a full and determinate manner the doctrine 
of three persons in one Qod.** Vol. L p. 426. • 

Mr. Mimer says, " This Council very accurately defined the doctrine 
of tiie Trinity, and enlar^np a little tiie Nicene Creed, they delivered 
it to OB as we now have it m our communion-service." The Macedo- 
oitii heresy gave occasion to a more explicit representation of the 
third rerson in the Trinity." Vol IL p. 184-6. 

Dr. Lardner informs us about the " little " which this Council enlarged 
Ae Nioene Creed. Itwas this— "The Lord and Giver of life, who 
proceedeth fitMn the Father and the Son ; who with the Father and 
the Soo 18 worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets." 

lUs WB8 not a tfery " Utile" to add ; for the Nicene Creed conveys 
DD idea that the spirit is & person, but simply says " we believe in the 
Holy Smrit" 

liie l)octor also introduces the following concession of Bishop Burnet 
—"So that the Creed here called the Nicene Creed, is, indeed, the Con- 
riantinopolitan Creed, with the addition of FUioque by the Western 
AnrdL See first postscript to the "letter on the Logos." p. 185. 
• Urns we have three Trinitarians and one Unitarian concurring in the 
&ei thai the doctnne of a " three one God" was i^fimshed until lu 
DlSSL 
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real belief, that this view of the subject will be foun 
much better to harmonize with the Scriptures, ao 
unspeakably more honorary to the Father and 1 
the Son, than any other hypothesis which has bee 
advanced. 

Having, therefore, experienced such a revolutio 
in my own views, I have occasion to write anew o 
the subject I have concluded to write in the fon 
of letters, and to address them to you, as to a candi 
friend and brother in Christ. 

While writing on my former ground, I derive 
some consolation from the thought that my view 
harmoni25ed with the theory of Dr. Watts. I ai 
now in a measure deprived of that source of consc 
lation ; but I have another which I esteem muc 
more important, viz., that my views now harmoniz 
with the most obvious and natural meaning of the lai 
guage of God, of Christ, and his Apostles ; an 
that if I am in an error, my error has not resulte 
from departing from the natural import of scriptui 
language, but from preferring that to a meaning whio 
\& foreign^ figurative^ or mystical. 

There is one formidable objection to my view 
which I have to meet in the very threshold of m 
communications on this subject. I may therefoi 
now state and answer it, that the way may be ope 
for a candid hearing. 

It is said, that my views imply a departure froi 
a great and important article of the orthodox faiti 
which has for many centuries been admitted by th 
great body of the most pious Christians, and 1m 
been advocated by great numbers of learned an 
pious divines; that it has long been admitted as a 
article of Christian faith, that there are thres du 
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(met, co-equal, and self-existent Persons in the one 
CJoD ; and that it would be reproachful to the great 
Head of the church, to suppose that he would suffer 
his most faithfiil fnends to be so long in an error on 
a point of so great importance. 

This, I confess, has appeared to me the most 
weighty objection which has ever been stated against 
the theory I have adopted. I shall therefore attempt 
a serious and candid reply. 

1. I have no inclination to doubt either the piety 
or the learning of those divines who have advocated 
Ae doctrine of three distinct Persons in one God. 
Many such, I doubt not, have already been admitted 
into the realms of bliss, and others, I believe, are in 
the way which leads to the same state. Some of this 
class of divines with whom I am acquainted, I esteem 
as the excellent of the earth, and as vastly my superi- 
ors in piety, learning, and discernment Butfalltbility 
has been the common lot of Christians, as long, at least, 
as the Athanasian theory has been received as the or^ 
ftodox faith. And among all the great and good 
divines, I cannot find one who has ever given evidence 
of infallibility. Great and good divines, like other 
good people, have been liable to err. Nor can I find, 
that Christ ever promised that he would not suffer 
his church to fall into any error in sentiment respect- 
ing the character of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, however improbable it may 
appear to you that there is any incorrectness in the 
doctrine which has been so long and so generally re- 
ceived, and so ably and abundantly advocated, the 
possibility that there may be incorrectness must be ad- 
mitted. An investigation, therefore, may be highly 
proper and useM, 
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PAET I. 
ON THE UNITY OF GOD. 

LETTER L 
rNTBODUCTORT STATEMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 

Eev. Sir, | Mmmm 

In solemn prayer to liis Father, our Divine Ee- 
deemer said, "This is life eternal, to know thee, the 
ONLY true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
«cn^" It must hence appear, that no inqoiries cah be 
more justifiable nor more interesting than those which 
respect the true character of the Father and the Son. 
So far as we are in darkness respecting these charax5- 
ters, we must necessarily be in darkness respecting 
the gospel of divine grace. To obtain clear and 
Ecriptural views of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, has long been a principal object of my 
study and pursuit. 

From my infancy, I was taught to believe the Atha- 
nasian doctrine of three distinct co-equal and co-eter- 
nal Persons in one God. And I do not recollect that 
I had any doubts of its correctness, until several years 
after I began the work of the ministry. Believing it 
to be both true and important, according to my ability 
I taught it to others. But even while I taught the 
doctrine, I was often embarrassed by it both in pray- 
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16 ON THE UNITY OF GOD. 

when applied to men." But lie does not pretend to 
be able to tell what the word does import^ as applied 
to the Deity. There are other ministers who frankly 
own that they know not what is intended by Persons 
in the proposition. 

Dr. Watts, in his day, said, ''The common or 
scholastic explication of the Trinity, which has been 
long and universally received, and been called ortho- 
dox, is, that God is but one simple, infinite, and eter- 
nal Spirit : Hence it follows, that the divine essence, 
powers and essential properties of the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit, in the Godhead, are numerically 
the very same : that it is the same numerical con- 
sciousness, imderstanding, will, and power, which be- 
longs to the Father, that also belongs to the Son and 
to the Holy Spirit: and that the sacred Three are 
distinguished only by the superadded^ relative proper* 
ties of paternity^ filiation^ and precession," 

Perhaps the word procession should have been used, 
instead of ^^ precession ; " but I have given the word 
f^ I found it in Memoirs of Dr. Watts, page 98. 

If Dr. Watts gave a true account of what had ''been 
long and universally received" as the orthodox faith, 
Mr. Jones and those who agree with him in senti- 
ment have greatly departed from the orthodox faith. 
The orthodox faith, according to Dr. Watts, implied 
no more than one infinite, self-existent Agent ; the 
terms Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, denoted "super- 
added, relative properties." But Mr. Jones supposes 
three distinct Agents. 

Some, by the three distinct Persons, have under- 
stood no more than one Being acting in three distinct 
pffices. The same Person or Being is Fatheb as 
OrecUor^ Son as Bedeemer^ and Holy Ghost as Sane- 
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Ufier. This may harmonize with the doctrine of 
"superadded, relative properties." 

In the conclusion of the " Memoirs of Dr. Watts," 
the writer says, " if I understand the great reformer 
Calvin aright, he in like manner conceived of the 
Word and Spibit as the Wisdom and Poweb of the 
Deity personified.* The pious Mr. Baxter adopted a 
like personification." The same writer quotes firom 
Mr. Baxter a passage, which shows that there had 
been other methods still of explaining the personality 
of the Trinity. 

"Abundance of heretics," says Mr. Baxter, "have 
troubled the church with their self-devised opinions 
about the Trinity, and the Person and nature of Christ 
And I am loth to say how much many of the ortho- 
dox have troubled it also, with their self-conceited, 
misguided and imcharitable zeal against those they 
judged heretics. I would advise the reader to be none 
of them that shall charge with heresy all those who 
say that the three Persons are Deus seipsum inteUigena^ 
Detis a seipso inteBectus, et Deus a seipso amatus, 
(though I am not one,) nor yet those holy men whom 
I have cited, and many others, who expressly say 
that Poteniia, Saptentia, et Amor, Power, Wisdom, 
and Love, are the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 

Thus, sir, we may see how the great and pious di- 
vines, with which God has blessed his church, have 
been divided in their real opinions of the meaning of 
a proposition which they all had adopted as an article 
of faith. One class out of six has agreed with you in 

* Wboi this pas.'^age was quoted I had not seen Calvin's '* Insti^ 
totea." He indeed says things which favor the idea that the msdom 
and power of Deity are ptrnonified, for the Son and Holif Spirit. But 
he jnjs other things of a very different complexion. See the quota* 
limailMunll letter IX. 
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sentimeni^ that by the three Persons are intended ikm 
distiiict Agents ; a second class uses the term Persc^ui 
iiii an indefinite sense, without explanation ; a third, 
by three Persons, understands three offices ; the fourth 
supposes one proper Person, and His Wisdom and 
Power personified for the other two Persons ; the fifth 
supposes the three Persons to be three prindpal attri- 
butes of Qod^ Power ^ Wisdom^ and Love; the other 
supposes the personality to mean no more than this, 
Ood understanding himself ^ God understood by himself 
and God loving himself 

Oi what use, sir, to Christianity, can that proposi- 
tion be, which is thus variously understood by the 
best divines ? While there is so great a variety of 
real opinion about the import of the article, their 
agreeing to adopt it as an article of faith can be no 
evidence of its correctness. But is not the disagree- 
ment as to the import of the word Person, in the pro- 
position, some evidence that the word is improperly 
used ? You cannot justly accuse me of differing more 
in real opinion from those who have adopted this arti- 
cle, than they differ from each other. And I would 
suggest it for your serious consideration, whether your 
departure from the ancient orthodox faith is not in- 
finitely greater than mine — ^yea, greater by two infini* 
ties f You suppose three self-existent, infinite Agents; 
I suppose but one; and if Dr. Watts fairly stated the 
explication of the Trinity, which had " been long and 
universally received" as orthodox, the ancient ortho- 
doxy implied but one infinite Agent. And with his 
statement agrees all but one of the several explana- 
tions which have been enumerated ; the personality 
was evidently understood as figurative. 

The evidence we have before us, that great and 
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good men hare been greatly divided on the subject 

> of the personality of the Trinity, may serve to evince 
the propriety of the caution given by Mr. Baxter 
against indulging a censorious spirit one towards 

i another. The more deep and mysterious the subject, 
the more occasion we have for self-diffidence, and the 
more room for the exercise of Christian candor to- 

\ wards those who may diflfer fix)m us in opinion. 

The experience I have had of my own fallibility 

' may be considered as an admonition to me against in- 

) dulging a self-confident spirit respecting the correct- 
ness of my present views. I have indeed been long 
searching and laboring to ascertain the truth, and to 

^ bring my views to harmonize with the meaning of the 
word of God. But I am yet fer from any claim to 
infeUibility. I can hardly expect that I shall be free 
from mistakes in explaining the numerous passages 
of Scripture which wiU naturaUy come under con- 

) sideration. But this I know, that I have no interest 
to serve by perverting or misapplying the Scriptures. 
It is, I hope, my aim, to act fiiithfully for Christ in 

' attempting to explain his word ; and with him I may 
safely leave the event. 
I am not insensible that I expose to peril the little 

' share of reputation which I have hitherto possessed, 
by taking ground so singular and unpopular. Nor am 
I at all indifferent as to the esteem and good will of 
my fikthers and brethren with whom I have been in 
fellowship. My esteem for them is not at all abated 
by any change in my own sentiments ; and it is my 

• wish to give them no occasion of offence in my manner 
of writing. It wiU be my duty to expose what I es- 
.teem to be erroneous in their sentiments : but I hope 
to do it Ia the spirit of meekness, of candor^ and of 
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love. My dissenting from tliem in opinion is surely 
no reason why I should be offended with them ; and 
I am not sensible that it is a reason why they should 
be offended with me. But should they view my di* 
sent as ground of offence, I hope they will deal with 
me in a gospel temper^ and on gospel principles^ duly 
bearing in mind that hitter revilings and sound reason- 
ings are things of a very different nature.* 

Three principal propositions I shall attempt to il- 
lustrate and support, in the course of my Letters to 
you — viz. 

I. That the self-existent God is only one Person, 

n. That Jesus Christ is God's own Son. 

in. That by the JBbly Ghost is intended the fulnesa 
of God, or the efficient, productive emanations of Di- 
vine fulness. 

In support of the first proposition, I shall, in my 
next Letter, distinctly consider what is meant by 
the word Person. 



LETTER n. 
PERSONALITY DEFINED AND ILLUSTRATED. 

Eev. Sir, 

It has been supposed to be a very dij65cult thing 
to ascertain in what personality consists, or what con- 
stitutes personality. It may, however, be found an 
easy thing to tell what is meant by the word Person, 
as it is used in Scripture, and in common discourse. 

* Such was my "Aoptf" when I published the first editioa I mxoA 
nowiaylioMitnmjbeBoinfutcae. ButaUia! **wfaatiimaar' 
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Iwill exhibit a few instances of the use of the term 
in the Scriptures. 

"Noah the eighth Person." "Joseph was a goodly 
Person." " No uncircnmcised Person shall eat there- 
o£" " Whosoever hath killed any Person." " Goest 
to battle in thine own Person." " A righteous Per- 
son." " A wicked Person." " Thy Person." " His 
Person." 

Such a manner of using the term is common in all 
writings with which I am acquainted. We apply the 
term Person to any man, or woman, to an angel, to 
Jesus Christ, and to God. But we do not apply it?to 
any class of beings below the human race. The pro* 
aouns he or she, &c., we apply to the brutal creation ; 
but it would be thought an impropriety of speech to 
apply the term Person to the most sagacious horse or 
dog. By careful observation, it will be found that 
we use the personal pronouns in reference to any be- 
mgs which are supposed to possess animal life; but 
the word Person is properly applied only to intelligent 
Beings. Inanimate objects, in figurative language, 
are often personified ; but the very idea and mode of 
personification implies what is intended by the word 
Persarij viz. an INTELLIGENT Being. 

What is meant by the word Person, is just as ob- 
vious to common people as what is meant by the moon. 
And we have no more occasion to inquire what con- 
stitutes personality in order to tell what is meant by 
the word Person, than we have to ascertain the es- 
sence of the moon in order to tell what object is called 
by that name. And it is no more difficult to ascer- 
tain what ^constitutes personality, than to ascertain 
what constitutes intelligent existence. 

It maj be objected, that there is no part or property 
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of a man but what is spoken of in the possessiye cai6( c 
as though it were something distinct from personality i. 
We say, his hands^ his feet, his head, his intellects, hii iz 
heart, his hody^ his soul, as though personality were ts 
something distinct from any of these. : 

This is all granted ; but in the same manner we c 
use the word Person itself; we say his Person, And c 
thus the term is used in the Bible, " the express image c 
of his Person^ But it does not hence follow, that per- i 
sonality consists in something distinct from Person, e 

As one Person is one intelligent Being, so two or ■ 
thtee Persons are two or three intelligent Beings. So a 
obvious is this to the common sense of mankind, that e 
it may be doubted whether any man can form any, 2 
other idea of two persons than that of two intelligent Z 
Beings. If it be understood, that we are speaking of ! 
human Beings, and mention is made of two persons, it i 
as clearly conveys the idea of two inteUigent Beings, as 
if we shoidd say two men. The same observation will 
apply to angels. 

Some writers of eminence have suggested, or assert- 
ed, that Person and Being are not terms of the same 
import ; and, therefore, it may imply no contradiction, 
to say, three persons in one Being or one God. But I 
have not found that they have attempted to explain the 
difference between Person and Being. I shall not pre- 
tend thatthese terms are uniformly of synonymous im- 
port, for the term Being meij be applied to any object 
which exists, but the term Person is applicable only to 
intelligent existence. But the phrases, an intelligent \ 
Person and an intelligent Being, may properly be con- ; 
adered as synonymous. K you think otherwise, be i, 
pleased to explain the difference. > 

In writing on divinity, it is highly important that a 
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ire shotdd use language according to its common ac- 
eeptation. To make use of terms, of which we can 
give no intelligible explanation, has no tendency to 
eommunicate light. Those who make use of terms in 
relation to God, or to Christ, ought, at least, to be 
able and willing to tell their own meaning in the use of 
those terms. If I say that the Father and the Son are 
two distinct Persons, I ought to be willing to tell what 
I mean by the word Person. And if I have any defi- 
nite meaning to the term, it may be expected that, in 
some way, I can make it known. But if I have no 
definite meaning to the term, how is it possible that 
another person can tell whether he agrees or disagrees 
with me in sentiment? 

If I only state, that I believe that the Father and 
the Son are two distinct Persons, there is, perhaps, no 
Christian but will say he believes the same. But as 
aoon as I explain what I mean by the word Person, 
many will dissent and avow their disagreement. Hav- 
ing thus exposed myself to their disapprobation, by 
explaining my meaning, may I not be permitted to ask 
what they mean by the term, that I may be able to 
compare the two opinions ? And ought I to receive 
it as a satisfitctory answer, if I am told that Person and 
Being are not the same, and that personality is some- 
thing which cannot be defined ? 

As you, sir, profess to believe that the Father and 
the Son are two persons, and yet but one intelligent 
Being, I would ask whether the Father is not one in- 
telligent Being? And is not the Son also an intelli- 
gent Being? Was he not an intelligent Being who 
came into the world to die for our sins ? And was lie 
who came and he who sent him one and the same intel- 
ligient Being 7 
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As you also deny the hmnan personality of Christ, 
or that as a derived Being, he was a Person, and still 
admit that he was, in respect to his human nature, 
truly a Man, I would ask what addition would have 
been necessary to constitute that Man a proper per- 
son ? If we deny that, as a derived intelligence, he 
was a Person, will it not be difficult to make it appear 
that there is any such thing as personality in Man ? 
Sin excepted, what do we find in ourselves which was 
not found in the Man Christ Jesus ? If we take groimd 
respecting personality, on which it cannot be proved 
that there is any such thing as a human Person^ how 
shall we be able to show that there is any propriety 
in applying the term Person to the Deity ? It is a clear 
case, that so long as we remain ignorant of the import 
of the term, we can never be sure that it is properly 
applied. 

I have not, sir, pursued this inquiry with any desire 
to perplex the minds of others, or to multiply or widen 
the breaches which exist among professed Christians, 
but, if possible, to do something which may contribute 
to greater unanimity. Nothing, perhaps, has contri- 
buted more to keep the subject of the Trinity involved 
in obscurity, than an indefinite and unmeaning use of 
the term Person. I will not affirm, that the definition 
I have given is perfect ; but I will hope, that by frank- 
ly avowing my own views, and exposing myself to the 
censure of others, I may, at least, be the occasion of 
further inquiry and further light on the subject. 

Permit me now, sir, to appeal from your theory to 
your enlightened common sense. Did you ever con- 
ceive of the Father and the Son as one and the same 
intelligent Being? When you thank God for the 5^ 
of his Son to die for us, do you not uniformly conceive 
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of the Father aa one intelligent Being, and of the Son 
as another? From my own past experience, 1 may pre- 
sume, that, according* to your common sense, the 
Father and the Son are as distinctly two intelligent 
Beings, as Abraham and Isaac. Of what importance 
then can it be to Christianity, to attempt to support 
a theory of personality which is undefinable and 
ineffable, which does not accord with the common ac- 
ceptation of the term Person, nor with the practical 
yiews even of those who adopt it ? Scarcely any 
thing is more obvious to the common understanding 
of men, than what is usually intended by the word 
Person ; but when the term is applied to the Deity, 
fliey must be told that it means something which can- 
not be explained. Biit if the explanation I have giv- 
en of the meaning of the word Person shall be found 
to accord with the common sense of mankind, and 
with the practical views of Christians in relation to 
the Father and Son, may I not hope to escape the 
censure of those who profess 7iot to know what is 
meant by Person as apphed to God ? 

It will probably be urged, that God is incompre- 
hensible, and that the doctrine which affirms three 
persons in one God or one Being, is no more above 
our comprehension than the eternity and self-existence 
of Jehovah. 

It wiU readily be granted, that God is to us incom- 
prehensible in his being and all his attributes ; yet, 
in respect to any of his attributes, we can explain 
what we mean by the terms in which they are ex- 
pressed. ■ "We can so explain as to make each other 
understand what we mean by the terms eternity and 
se^-existence. Let it, then, be as intelligibly explain- 
ea what is loeanV hj JPersont when V^j^y ,%i^ 

'ii?. .i--'Vj .u^r ',}:^t>. . 't J - i- :.' -. ■ ..i- ■-■i-juZr^ .'SHOT 
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there are ihrtt Persons in one Ood^ or one intelligent 
Being. 

The incomprehensibleness of an object is no reason 
why we should nse terms without any definite mean- 
ing. God is an incomprehensible object ; but in using 
the term, we may have an intelligible and definite 
meaning. We ought, at least, to have so much mean- 
ing to the terms we use, that we can explain our 
own meaning. 

By some good writers it has been supposed, that 
the proposition which affirms a plurality of Persons 
in one intelligent Being, implies no contradiction. 
But I would ask, how is it known that it does not im- 
ply a contradiction ? Can we affirm any thing of a 
proposition any farther than we understand the terms ? 
Let the terms be explained, and then we stand on fiur 
ground to judge whether the proposition does or does 
not imply a contr^Cdiction. But until this be done, it 
would be very improper, at least for me, to affirm any 
thing concerning it, one way or another. Until we 
understand the term Person^ we know not what is 
affirmed in the proposition. And if there be no defi- 
jaite meaning to the term, he who states the propo- 
sition either affirms nothing, or he affirms he knows 
not what. K we think to give instruction by using 
terms in an indefinite and undefinable sense, we most 
certainly miss our aim. For no person can be en- 
lightened by any proposition any farther than he un 
derstands the meaning of the terms. If then, in writ- 
ing on divinity, we use terms which are undefinable 
in our own application of them, what do we better 
than to .darken counsel by words without knowledge? 

The following proposition is supposed to be apos- 
tolio, "There arethree that bear record in heaven, the 
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Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost." This pas- 
sage, I am fully satisfied, as will appear, Letter VI., 
is an interpolation. But even should it be supposed 
genuine, it affords no proof of the Trinitarian senti- 
ment. For neither the term Persons, nor the name 
Godj is to be foxmd in the passage. And if we know 
not the import of the term Persons, was it not very 
improper for Trinitarians to insert it in a proposition 
intended to express an apostle's meaning? It waa 
with a view to render this proposition more expUcit, 
that the term Person was inserted. But however in- 
explicit or indefinite the proposition may be, as it 
stands in the Bible, it surely could not be amended by 
inserting a word without meaning, or by using a de- 
finite term in an undefindble sense. 

As to the improper use of the term Person, I con- 
sider myself as having been culpable as well as others. 
And while I frankly place myself on this ground, I 
do it in hope that the preceding remarks will not be 
viewed as designedly reproachful to any class of 
Christians or divines. 

Thus, sir, I have attempted to establish one point 
m favor of the proposition, that the Supreme Being, 
or self-existent God, is only one Person. K the ac- 
count which has been given of the word Person be 
correct, to say that the one self-existent God is three 
self-existent Persons, is the same as to say that the 
self-existent God is three self-existent intelligent Be* 
ings. And if there be a propriety in saying that the 
ONE God is but one supreme Being, there can be 
no propriety in saying that the one God is three 
SELF-EXISTENT PERSONS. — ^But there are still other 
considerations which may be brought into view in 
Bobsequent Letters. 



^ ON THE UKITY OF GOD. 



LETTEB III. 

THE SCRIPTUBK USE OP PRONOUNS AND VERBS IN 

RELATION TO GOD. 

Kev. Sir, 

Although the definition whicli lias been given 
of the term Pers(m should be admitted as correct, still 
it may be thought that a definition may be given of 
the term God, which will render it consistent to say 
ihree Persons in ONE God. And such a definition hi» 
been given by Mr.^ William Jones in his celebrated 
performance on "The Catholic doctrine of the Trini- 
ty." In page 9, he says, '*The word God, though of 
the singular number, is of plural comprehension^'^ In 
proof of this idea he has written a distinct chapter, id 
which he has evidenced both labor and ingenuity. 
Audit will be admitted, that, if, in the Scriptures, the 
term God be intended to import three self-eocistent 
Persons, there is no more contradiction in affirming 
that there are three Persons in ONE God, than there 
would be in affirming that there are three Persons in 
one Council, or one Senate, or one Triumvirate. 

In support of his idea, Mr. Jones has not only 
mentioned some nouns which are plural in the He- 
brew, which are in English translated God ; but he 
has stated that there are 2X^0 pronouns and verbs of the 
plural number agreeing with the term God. And it 
must be acknowledged that, at first view, these things 
appear much in favor of a plurality of Persons in 
God. For according to the established principles of 
grammar, pronouns and verbs should agree with their 
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nouns in number. It then behoves ns to examine the 
subject with care and with candor. 

Mr. Jones has exhibited several instances in which, 
in our translation, ^q pronouns us and our are used, 
as he supposes, as -pio^ei pronouns for God only, and 
as denoting a plurality of Persons in the one God. 

The first text which he mentions is Gen. i. 26. 
" And God said, let v^ make man in our image, and 
after our likeness." — ^In reference to this text, it may 
be observed, that these pronouns do not necessarily 
imply more than two Persons, nor do they necessarily 
imply that both of them were self-existent. The re- 
presentation is, that God spake to some other Person, 
And as he created all things by his Son Jesus Christ, 
the Son was probably the Person to whom G od spake. 
And all the plural pronouns which Mr. Jones has re- 
lied on ntey be accounted for in the same manner. 

In respect to the plural nouns which he has men- 
tioned, I shall only say, that they go as far to prove 
a plurality of Qods^ as they do to prove a plurality of 
sdf -existent Persons, 

But besides nouns and jjronowrw, he has suggested, 
that, in the Hebrew, several plural verbs and adjec- 
tives are found agreeing with the noun God. This 
he also considers as evidence that the word God im- 
plies a plurality of Persons. Being wholly unac- 
quainted with the Hebrew language, I cannot pre- 
tend to dispute the correctness of his statements. 
Some things, however, may possibly be suggested, 
which may be sufficient ground on which to doubt 
the correctness of his inference. 

1. I think we have no evidence, that the sacred 
writers were perfectly acquainted with the rules of 
grammary nor that the Divine Spirit^ by which tbey 
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wrote, secured them from every departure from Hie 
rules of grammar in the construction of sentences. — 
But, 

2. K it were certain that the inspired penman never 
deviated from the rules of grammar, it would still be 
possible that as many as jive or sfix mistakes in the 
numher of verbs, might be made in copying the Old 
Testament five or six thousand times. For though 
we have evidence that great care was taken in copy- 
ing the Scriptures, we have no evidence that scribes 
were infallible. And if, in the innumerable copyings 
of the Old Testament prior to the art of printing, not 
more than Jive or six verbs were changed from the 
singular to the plural number, we have great reason 
to acknowledge a superintending Providence. 

Thus, sir, I have endeavored candidly to reply to 
Mr. Jones's arguments from plural pronouns and 
verbs. Let it now be supposed, that instead of Jive 
or SIX plural pronouns of doubtful relation, he had 
found Jive or six thousand plural pronouns which obrn- 
ously stand as suhstitutes for the names of God, Lord, 
or Jehovah ; would not his argument have been at 
least a thousand times more forcible than it is on the 
ground he has produced ? Yea, let it be supposed 
that, on the most careftil examination, he had found 
in the Bible only Jive or six pronouns for God of the 
singular numher, and those, too, of doubtftd import; 
and that, on the other hand, he had found ALL the 
pronouns for God, of the plural numher, excepting the 
five or six doubtful instances ; would not his argu- 
ment have been invincible in favor of a plurality of 
Persons in the Godhead ? Woidd any man of sense, 
afi;er such an exhibition, ever have called in question 
the doctrine of three self-existent Persons? Confi- 
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deat I am, that sucli an argtiment would have liad 
) more weight in mj mind than all the argoments I 

have seen or heard in fever of that doctrine. 
- Permit me then, sir, to retort the argument fix>m 
g the use of pronouns and verba in the Bible. Except- 
e iog those donbtfol instances of plural pronouns men- 
i Honed by Mr. Jones, are not the pronouns for God 
h \ uniforrnly of the singular number ? Instead oijive or 
r- dx doubtftil cases, do we not find five or six thousand 
< instances in which ^)er«(ma?^anou?w of the singular 
5 number are unquestionably used as substitutes for the 

nouns God, Lobd, or Jehovah ? — And setting aside 

Mr, Jones's exceptions, do we not find the verbs^ 
I agreeing with the noun God, uniformly of the singur 

lar number f 
When God speaks of himself in the first Person, he 
1 uses the pronouns /, ify or ifinej Me. When he is 
t addressed in the second Person, the pronouns are 
i * Thou, Thy or Thine, Thee. When he is spoken of in 
: the third Person, the pronouns are He, His, Him. — 
[ This, you must be sensible, is the general and uniform 
J * use of the pronouns for God, in the Old Testament 
• and the New. It may be added, that Myself, Thyself 
i and Himself are also used as pronouns for God. 
i If God were three co-equal Persons, it would be 
t very natural to expect that we should find explicit 

evidence of this in the manner of giving the law, and 
\ in the prayers of saints. But when the law was given 
I on Mount Sinai, God spake in the singular number, 
"Jam the Lord thy God — ^thou shalt have no other 
\ ' Gods before me." And is it not, sir, a solemn fiictj 
> that in all the prayei^ throughout the Bible, in which 
\ God is addressed, that he is addressed as one individual 
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Moses, David, and Daniel, may be considered as : 
well acquainted with God. Each of them addressed • 
God as one Person only. 

Moses said, " Yet now if thou wilt, forgive my sin , 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book." 

David said, " God, to whom vengeance belongs, 
shew THYSELF," — ^not yourselves. " Lift up THYSELF, 
thou Judge of the earth." 

Daniel said, "0 Lord, hear; Lord, forgive; 
Ix)rd, hearken and do ; defer not, for thine own sake, 
O my God, for thy city and thy people are called by 
THY name." 

We may here add, that Christ, who must be suppos- 
ed to be better acquainted with God than any ancient 
prophet or any modem divine, addressed the Father 
not only as one Person^ but as the " ONLY TRUE GOD." 
As the Son, he addressed the Father, and in his prayer 
he had these words. " And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

I think, sir, I may say, without hazard, that there is 
no intimation in the Bible of three self-existent Persons 
in one God, either in the manner in which Divine com- 
mands were communicated, or in the prayers of saints. 
But in giving commands, God uniformly made himself . 
known as one individual Person ; and as to an indi- i 
vidual Person, the prophets and saints addressed their : 
prayers to God. 

Moreover, in all the remarkable manifestations of i 
himselfto mankind, God made himself known as one - 
Person only. — When he appeared to Adam after the : 
&11, he manifested himself as one Person. And in pro- i 
nouncing the curse upon the serpent, as one Person he ' 
spakci ''/will put enmity between theeand the wcHnas. i 
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I 

' And Tinto the woman he said, I will greatly mnltipl j 

, ihy sorrow," &C. 

As one Person, God manifested himself to Noah. 

\ "And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 

up before me. And behold, /, even /, do bring a flood 
, upon the earth. But with thee will / establish my 

covenant." 
. In his various appearances to Abraham, he reveal- ' 
3 ed himself as only one Person. — *| /am thy shield and 
L thy exceeding great reward — I will make thy seed as 
T the dust of the earth — I am the Almighty God, walk 

before me, and be thou perfect." 
S-! Similar to this, was the style and manner adopted 
3; by God in all his appearances to Abraham, Isaac, and 
B Jacob. 

, " In all the manifestations which God made of himself 
ei to Moses and the people of Israel, he uniformly repre- 
gt sented himself as one Person. And thus he represent- 
n cd himself in his communications to the Prophets. It 

may also be observed, that in several instances God 
f j adopted forms of speech which not only implied a de- 
ja» uial of the existence of any other God, but also of the 
HE existence of any other self-existent Person. — " See 
itt now that /, even /am he, and there is no God with 
gei; MB ; ZVill, and /make alive ; /wound, and /heal." 
la- Deut. xxii. 39. — " And there is no god else besides 
1^ ics, a just God and a Saviour; there is none besides 

ME. Look unto ME, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 

d earth; for /am God, and there is none else." Isa. 

yg xlv. 21, 22. — "Remember the former things of old ; 

ti for /am God, and there is none else ; /am God, and 

HT there is none like me." 

i When God reveals himself under the title of the 
n Holy One, or the Holy One of Israel, he repre- 
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sents himself not only as one God but as one Pers 
" Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, i 
his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning 
SONS ; and concerning the work of my hands, cc 
mand ye me." 

In conformity to the idea which God gave of h: 
self, as being one Person only, all the sacred write 
in speaking of God, speak of him as one Person, 
using a personal pronoun of the singular number, 
Hisj Sis, jHVm, together with corresponding verbs. 

The Son of God, in the course of his ministry, spt 
of God as one Person. "God so loved the woi 
that HE gave his only begotten Son," &c. — And i 
apostles uniformly spake of God as one P^ 
only. — The scribe who came to Christ, and recei'^ 
his approbation as not far from the kingdom of G 
in the course of the conversation, and in reply 
Christ, said, "There is one God, and there is nc 
other but He." And his remark was approved 
Christ. 

Nouns of "plural comprehension," such as 3 
Jones supposes the word God to be, admit the arti 
t?ie before them, as the council, the senate ; and 1 
pronouns, to agree with them, must be either nen 
pronouns of the singular number ^ or masculine pronoi 
of theplural number. Speaking of a council, we eitl 
say, It adjourned, or They adjourned — Of a senate, 
passed an act, or They passed an act. We do nots 
of a council. He adjourned ; nor of a senate. His pass 
an act — ^Nor does a senate or a council, speaking 
the first person, say /will. 

In view of these observations, sir, suJSfer me to pi 
sent to your notice some of the foregoing passages 
Scripture, in a manner conformable to the AthansL 
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theory. I will begin with the passage in Genesis, so 
much quoted by Athanasian writers, and connect 
with it the following verse. The passage to agree 
with your views, should read thus : . . . . "And the 
God said, Let v^ make in our image, and after our 
likeness. So the (?oc? created man in their ovm image, 
\ and after their likeness ; in the image of the God creat- 
, I ed Aey him." 

If the pronouns tcs and our are pronoxms for Ood 
. wiZy, the following pronouns should be also of the plu- 
j" lal number. 

^ Upon the same principle, the first commandment 
^' would read as follows: .... "Thou shalt have no 
3 other gods before" us. 

:" When God said, " / am God, and there is none 
Z like ME," would not your theory have required the 
,j following form ? . . . We are the God, and there is 
I, aone like us. 

Would not the words of Christ, to have correspond- 
r, ed with your views, have stood thus ?...." The God 
!^ so loved the world, that they gave their only be- 
^' gotten Son,' &c. 

J. The words of the scribe, " There is one God, and 
^ there is none other but them," or but i^. 

A remarkable variation would also be requisite in 

i the passage in which God speaks of himself as the 

] Holy One. " Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One 

of Israel, and his Maker, Ask us of things to come, 

concerning our sons ; and concerning the work of our 

hands, command ye us." 

I would further suggest, whether another variation 
in this text would not render it still more conformable 
to Mr. Jones' Scheme, even to the language of Atha- 
namans in genetal ? '' Thus saith the Lord, the Holt 
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THBEB of Israel I " This, I conceive, would have beea 
a correct expression of your doctrine of the Trinily 
in Unity. Under the term Lobd or Jehovah, the 
Unity would have been implied ; and under the temm 
Holy thbee, the Trinity would have been expressed. 

WiU you, sir, be pleased now to consider what a 
great and surprising change must be made throughout 
the Bible, in respect lo the pronouns and verbs agree* 
ing with God, to have the language conformable to 
the Athanasian doctrine ? You cannot be insensible^ 
that in every instance in which a personal pronoun, of 
the singular number is used as a substitute for the noun 
God, something is implied contrary to that doctrine. 
Of course, a very great portion both of the Old Testa- 
ment and the New, is, according to the natural import 
of language, opposed to that theory. If the doctrine 
of three self-existent Persons in one God were truOi 
and of such infinite importance as seems to be sup- 
posed by our good brethren, how cail it be accounted 
for, that God himself and all the sacred writers, should 
so uniformly adopt such forms of speech as would 
naturally lead to the conclusion, that the one self-exist- 
ent God is but one self-existent Person. 

Mr. Jones has indeed suggested the idea, that the 
singular pronouns and verbs are most commonly used 
as agreeing with God, to guard mankind against the 
idea of more Gt>ds than one. But may I not, withaa 
much propriety, suggest, that they are thus used to 
guard us against the idea of more than one self-exist- 
ent person ? or that they were thus used, that in case 
any should adopt the opinion of a plurality of self-ex* 
istent Persons, the error might be detected by the cwr* 
rent and vaiiform language of Scripture? 

ji^ it ifaje a ^^tlia^ th,ep» «re ihxee ^^ejof^^. 
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Persona in one God, it ia doubtless a very important 
trath. Not is it to be admitted, that God shoiild con- 
I staatly speak in a manner wMcli tended to impress the 
: oontrarj idea, to prevent our falling into the error of 
a plurality of Gods. Had it been a truth that there is 
I but ONE God, and that this term is of " plural compre- 
1 hension," comprising three co-eternal Persons, it 
». vould certainly have been a very easy thing with God 
to have adopted language conformable to both parts 
B,, of the proposition. The suggestion of Mr. Jones 
% amounts to nothing less than this, that God made use 
a of language which was calculated to lead vs into one 
ei vror^ lest we should ^H into another. 
a- Would it not, sir, shock the feelings of a Christian 
«' wdience, if a minister, in his prayers and preaching, 
Qi. diould conform his language to the Athanasian theo- 
^ ly, and the established rules of grammar ? But if the 
ip; theory be true, ought you not to adapt your current 
edj language, in prayer and preaching, to your theory? 
jj Tou cannot be insensible, that to use pronouns and 
j^ wbs of the singular number^ in relation to God, has a 
gj, direct tendency to impress the minds of your hearers 
^th the idea Ihat God is but one Person. And if you 
y believe the contrary, ought you not to avoid such 
^ forms of speech as naturally tend to mislead the minds 
\^ of your hearers? You will probably retort the ques- 
y tion, and ask, why I did not avoid such forms of. 
lo apeeck while I was an Athanasian ? I answer, I was 
1^ not aware of the inconsistency between my common 
forms of speech and the theory I had adopted. If 
this be your case, you may possibly be excused in re- 
f, spect to what is past ; but what will you do in time 

I to oome ? 
Bt i To evade tlve argoment resoltmg &om t|;ie use <^ 
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singular pronouns and verbs, some will probably saj^ 
that eacb person in the Trinity is God, and may say- 
lam God; and that when a singular pronoun is used 
for God, one Person only is intended. In reply, th<J 
following questions may be asked. 

1. K each Person, as a distinct Person, may say i 
, am Gody will it not follow that there are as many 

Gods as Persons ? 

2. If there be three self-existent and co-equal Per* 
sons in God, can it be proper for either of the three t6 
say / am God, and there is no God besides mb? 
When any one Person adopts this language, does he 
not naturally exclude every other Person from the dig- 
nity which he claims for himself? Suppose three Per^ 
sons to be united as co-equal in one government, under 
the title of King, would it be consistent for either <tf 
those Persons to say /am King, and there is no King 
besides me? If any one of the three should say thus, 
would it not be untrue in itself, and a contempt of the 
other Persons ? 

Supposing that you are of the number of divines 
who venture to tell what is to be understood by the 
word Person as applied to God, and that by three Per- 
sons you mean " three Agents,^^ I would here suggest 
some thoughts for your consideration. 

Those who avow, that, by three Persons, they un- 
derstand three distin^ct Agents, allow to each of these 
Agents self-existence, independence, infinite intelli- 
gence, and almighty power, as distinct Persons. Of 
course, the three Persons are three infinite Agents, 
1 would now wish to be informed, what more would 
be necessary to constitute three infinite Beings. And 
I would ask you seriously to consider whether it be 
jyoaaible -ibr you to form - iany idea - of three- infinite 



I 



ON THE UNITY OF GOD. 89 



Agents^ which does not inyolve the precise idea of 
r three infinite ir^VdgerU Beir^s. 
1 • I wiH next bring into view a text, in which the 
e Fatheb, the Son, and the Holt Ghost, are exhibit- 
ed, that you may see to what the representation in 
1 flie text would amount on your hypothesis. 
- The text we find, Acts x. 38. " How God anointed 
Jesus of Nazabkth with the Holy Ghost and with 
J^ Power ; who went about doing good, and healing all 
1.- that were oppressed of the devil : for God was with 
k! him." 

V ; Here, sir, we have the Trinity feirly exhibited, 
iff But what would be the representation, if by the three 
er be intended three infinite Agents ? Would not the re- 
is presentation be distinctly this, that the first infinite 
> Agent gave the third infinite Agent to enxible the 
\gi BEOOKD infinite Agent io perform miraclesf 



letter IV. 

v. the language of good writers in favor of 

fv what they mean to deny. 

Rev. Sir, 

z- Fob the support of the doctrine, that the self-ex- 

esf istent God is but one Person, my reliance is placed on 

t the most obvious and natural import of Scripture lan- 

f gnage. It is, however, hoped, that it will not be 

t deemed improper or unfriendly, should I avail myself 

t of the reasonings, concessions, and language of Atha- 

K naaan writers, for a farther illustration and confirma- 

)c tion of what I esteem to be the truth. The authors, 

i irhoee writings I shall quote, are, in my opinion, de* 
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senredlj in higli estimation, as learned, discerning^ 
and correct writers. And no author "vnll be quoted or 
named with the least desire to provoke controversy, or 
in any respect to detract from his reputation. 

I would now soHcit your attention to some passages 
from Dr. Hopkins, In his chapter on the Unity of 
God, and the Trinity, to prove the Unity of God, or 
that there is but ONE God, he has made use of some 
arguments, which, if I mistake not, are of the ^ame 
weight against the doctrine of a plurality of self- 
existent Persons, that they are against the doctrine 
of a plurality of setf-existent Gods — Thus he rea- 
sons. — 

" There can be but one First Cause who exists 
necessarily, and without beginning ; for there can be 
but one infinite Being. To suppose another, or a 
second, necessarily excludes the first; and to suppose 
the first, necessarily excludes the second, and any other 
infinite Being. The same is evident from the consid- 
eration of the Divine perfections. God is infinite 
Power, infinite Wisdom. But there cannot be two 
infinite Wisdoms, &c. for this implies a contradiction." 

Yet, sir, your theory supposes that there are three 
distinct self-existent and independent Persons, which, 
if I mistake not, as fiilly implies three "infinite 
Wisdoms," &c. as the supposition of three infinite 
Beings. 

The Doctor proceeds...." Moreover, if we make the 
impossible supposition that there are two or more in- 
finite Beings, they must be perfectly alike in aU re- 
spects, or not. If not perfectly alike, and without any 
difference, in any respect, then one or the other must 
be imperfect; for absolute infinite perfection admits 
ol no variation or difference : so that if any two Be- 
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ings differ in any respect, thej cannot be both abso- 
lutely perfect; therefore cannot both be God. But if 
they are perfectly alike in every respect and every 
thing, then they are perfectly one and the same ; and 
the supposition destroys itself being a direct contra- 
diction." 

Kthis reasoning be conclusive, will it not apply, in 
the most direct manner, to invalidate the theory of 
Qiree self-existent and infinite Persons? The three 
Perscms must be perfectly alike in all respects, or not 
If not perfectly alike, one or the other must be imper- 
fisct, and therefore cannot be God: But if perfectly 
alike in every respect, then they are perfectly one 
and the same." 

Those who admit the Doctor's reasoning as conclu- 
sive against three infinite Beings, must, I suspect, to 
be consistent, reject the theory of three infinite, inde- 
pendent Persons. 

Dr. Emmons, in his Discourse on the Trinity, has 
made this concession.... "Did the Scripture doctrine of 
the Trinity imply that three Persons are one Person, 
or three Gods one God, it would necessarily involve 
a contradiction." — ^Yet this correct writer has adopt- 
ed forms of speecE which evidently imply that one 
Person is three Persons. Such are the following. "GoD 
can, with propriety, say, I, Thou, and He, and mean 
only Himself." — " Notliing short of three distinct 
Persons in the one undivided Deity, can render it 
proper for Him to speak of Himself in the first, 
seoondy and third Persons, I, Thou, and He."* — "And 
80 there is a certain something in the Divine Being, 

•AfltoDuliiDgl Did nofc the Doctor know that it was a common 
ftiog far a num to speak of himself in the first, second and third 
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wHich renders it equally necessary that He shbuld 
exist in thbeb Persons." 

In these passages, He, Him, and Himse&f, ok 
used as pronouns for God or Deity. And each of these 
pronouns strictly conveys the idea of one Person only 
Yet the Doctor supposed that this one He or Him. 
might speak of Himself as three distinct Per- 
sons. 

Dr. Spring, in his sermon on the self-existence 6: 
Christ, gives the following exhortation...." Let us thOT 
not deny the self-existence of God, nor the universal 
ity of His existence, nor that His indivisible essence 
comprises three distinct Persons." 

By the pronoun His, God is, in the first place, clear- 
ly considered as but one Person; yet we are fervently 
exhorted not to deny that " His indivisible essenfle 
comprises THREE distinct Persons." 

Mr. Jones stands on similiar ground. He says, 
" No sensible reason can be given, why God should 
speak of Himself in the plural number, unless Hk 
consists of MORE Persons than one." 

And thus says Dr. Hopkins, "K there be a GoD, 
He does exist without beginning or succession ; and 
this ia as much above our comprehension, as that He 
exists in three Persons." 

To what, sir, are we to attribute these soledsmi? 
Not to the want of mental energy; nor to the wantd 
piety ; nor to the want of scientific or grammatittil 
knowledge. But these worthy men had been oem- 
versant with the Bible, and from that source hid 
insensibly formed the habit of usually speaking of God 
as only one Person; but this being contrary to lie 
doctrine which they wished to support, they naturally 
involved inconsistency in their forms of speech - 
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» A volume might be filled with such soleoicttns from 
Athanasian writers. And indeed, su", I very much 
doubt whether ycu ever preached a gospel sermon, or 
erer prayed five minutes, without using pronouns in 
direct contradiction to your theory. 



LETTEB V. 

the mysteby of the trinity in ukity unfolded. 

Bev Sib, 

In a former letter, I observed to you, that Mr. 
Jones considered the term God as of " plural compre- 
hension." I therefore classed the noun Ood with 
other nouns of "plural comprehension," such as. Conn- 
cil, Senate, TriumviroJbe, &c. — But since that time I 
again perused Mr. Jones' performance, and find that 
E did not fully comprehend his meaning. As I was 
teading his remarks on 1 Cor. viii. 6., " But to us 
there is but one God, the Father," I noticed this idea, 
**the (me Ood, the Father, is the name of a nature un- 
ier which Christ, as God, is comprehended." I was 
It first wholly at a loss for his meaning ; it however 
Boon occurred to me, that he considered the term God, 
in this case, as a general or generic term, comprehend- 
ing a plurality of Persons, of one commxm nature ; as 
ICan is sometimes used for all manJcmd. I therefore 
pursued the inquiry, to ascertain, if possible, his real 
meaning. When I came to the part of his book, en- 
titled, the "Conclusion," my apprehension was folly 
^nfirmed. 

In page 80, he says, " That the- Persons of God 
ne three in number, precisely distinguished, on some 
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occasions, by the personal names Father, the Word o^ 
Son, and Holy Spirit ; and also by different offices. 
That the same term is not always peculiar and proper 
to the same Person ; because the words Ood^ Lord^ 
Jehovah^ and Father, are sometimes appHed to one 
Person and sometimes to another; while at other 
times they are not personal, but general names of the 
Divine natwreP 

In page 81, he observes, " There can be no real 
Unity in God but that of his nature, essence, or sub- 
stance, all of which are synonymous terms." 

That the three Persons are of the same nature or 
essence, he considers as proved on this ground, " Be- 
cause they partake in common of the name Jehovah, 
which being interpreted, means the Divine essence ; 
and what it signifies in one Person it must also sig 
nify in the others, as truly as the singular name Adam, 
in its appellative capacity, expresses the comrrum na- 
ture of all manhindP 

If this be the true Athanasian theory of the Trini- 
ty, it is not so mysterious as has been generally sup- 
posed ; and I suspect, it will be a much less difficult 
task to explain it, than it wiU to reconcile it to the 
sacred Scriptures. 

It is obvious, from the passages quoted, that Mr 
Jones considers the term God, as sometimes used, as 
a general or generic name, comprising a plurality of 
Persons of one common nature, just as we use the term 
Man, as comprising the whole species. And he also 
supposes, that God is used in this sense as meaning 
the Divine nature, when it is said, " But to us there 
is but one God." 

« 

And as he has given us plainly to understand, that 
" there can be no real Unity in God but that of his 
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noftifv," it is manifest that, on this theory, th^ Unity 
of Grod is thie same 9A the imily of Man. Mr. Jones 
sapposes that the three Persons in the Deity are all 
of on^ nature, that is, of a Divine ncUure. So all the 
individual Persons cxf the human race are, iu the same 
sense, one, they are oi one nature^ that is, humcm 
nature. 

The whole mystery of the Trinity iu Unity, accord- 
ii^ to this theory, results from the ambiguous use of 
the tearms G-od, Lord, Jehovah^ &c., these terms being 
"sometimes applied to one Person, and sometimes to 
another; while at other times they are not personal 
but general names of the Ditnne nature" When it is 
said, there are three Persons in one God, the word 
God is used '^ as the name of a nature;" and the im- 
port is simply this, that there are three Persons of 
the same Dikrine nature. 

On this theory of the Trinity in Unity, I would 
suggest the following inquiries : — 

1. Whether there can be any reasonable objections 
to the proposition, which afi&nns that there are as 
many self-existent Beings as there are self-existent 
Persons? While it has been maintained that th^:^ 
are three self-existent Persons, it has been affirmed 
that there is but one self-existent Being. But if the 
Unity is nomorethana unity o£ nature, why may not 
each of the Persons be considered as a distinct intelli- 
gent Being, according to the natural import of the 
word Person 7 When the word Man is used ''as the 
name of a nature," it comprises many intelligent 
Beings; as many as it does of intelligent Persona. 
Why is it not thus with regard to that obdeb of Pea- 
80SS included imder the '' general name" God? 

2. if it be admitted, that, when it is stated in ^ 
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Scriptures that to us there is hut ONE GOD, tliat the 
term God is used " as the name of a ruitur^^ com- 
prising a plurality of Persons, what evidence can we 
have that the number of Persons is limited to three t 
Why may not that order of Persons, which is deno- 
minated by the " general name" God, be as great as 
the number characterised by the general name Man? 
— The advocates for the theory will doubtless say, 
that the Scriptures mention but three Persons ; but 
do the Scriptures say that there are no more than three 
Persons in God? The Scriptures teach us, that 
"there is one God, and that there is none other but 
He." And if such declarations do not limit the num- 
ber of self-existent Persons, the limits are not ascer- 
tained in the Bible by any thing with which I am ac- 
quainted. 

8. "Will it not follow, from this hypothesis, that in 
the sense that each of three Persons is called Qod^ 
there are as many distinct Gods as there are distinct 
Persons ? — ^When the term God is used as " the name 
of a nature," or as " a general name for the Divine 
nature,^^ it is easy enough to see, that in this sense 
there may be no more Gods than one ; but Mr. Jones 
does not suppose that it is always used in this sense ; 
he supposes the same name is sometimes XLsed person- 
ally, and applied " sometimes to one of the three Per- 
sons, and sometimes to another." This is precisely 
the case with the word Man. It is sometimes used 
" as the name of a nature," comprehending the whole 
species : yet at other times it is applied in a personal 
manner, sometimes to one Person, and sometimes to 
another. John is a Tnan, James is a man, Peter is a 
man, &c. And when it is used in this sense, it admits 
d'Aie plural number; and we may say three men^ or 
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^ ferec huTidred men ; yea, in this sense there may be as 

• J many Men as Persons — ^Andinthe sense in which the 
'' i Father is Ood, and Christ is God, and the Holy Spirit 
■ f is fl^ why are there not as many Gods as Persons ? 

• It is a clear case, that if each of three Persons is one 
s Man, those three Persons are ffiree Men. And analogy 

will teach ns, that if there are three Divine Persons, 
each of whom is one God, then those three Persons 
are three Gods. 
r lam well aware, that this conclusion is not admit- 
ted by our Athanasian brethren ; but if it do not feirly 
result j&x)m Mr. -Jones' premises, I shall rejoice to see 
the fellacy of the reasoning detected. 

On the whole, the hypothesis of Mr. Jones precludes 
the necessity of any distinction between Perscm and 
Being, or intelligent Person and intelligent Being ; and 
under the generic or general name God, it exhibits 
an OBDEB of STJPBEMB and self-existent intelli- 
gences, to each of whom the name God may be pro- 
perly applied ; the number of this .obdeb of divine 
intelligences he supposes to be but thbee ; this, 
however, is oidy supposition ; there is no certainty 
in the case. The Divine nature is doubtless as ex- 
tensive as human nature ; and if it include more than 
one self-existent Person, it may be impossible for us 
to see why it may not comprise as many Persons as 
human nature. And as Mr. Jones supposed that not 
only the word God, but also the word Lobd, was used 
both as an " appellative^^ or general name, and also in 
a personal manner as applicable to each of the Divine 
Persons, the hypothesis seems to open the way for the 
re-admission of " Lords irvany, and Qods many^ 

In speaking of the three Persons in the Trinity, 
Dr. Emmons says, '^ There is a certain something in 
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the Divine nature which lays a proper foundation fa 
these personal distinctions. But what that some 
THINO is, can neither be described nor conceived 
Here lies the whole mystery of the Trinity." 

Had the good Doctor understandingly and heliev 
ingly read Mr. Jones on the subject, he would doubt 
less have been able to describe that " certain some 
THING," as well as Mr. Jones has done. For th( 
"something" appears to be simply this, the Divm 
nature^ like human nature^ may comprise a pluralil^ 
of persons. 

Thus I have endeavored to unfold the Athanasiai 
mystery of the Trinity ; the business of reconciling il 
with the Bible, I shall not undertake. 



PAET II. 



ON THE REAL DIVINITY AND GLORY OF CHRIST. 



LETTER I. 

JESUS CHBIST TRULY THE SON OP GOD. 
Rkv. Sm, 

The first thing which I proposed to establish was 
this, that the Supreme Being, or self-existent God, 
is only one Person. And it is believed, that, in 
proof of this proposition, something has already been 
done. 

My second proposition is. 

That Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God. — ^K the 
second proposition * should be supported, additional 
evidence will appear in favor of the first. For ac- 
cording to your theory, Jesus Christ is one of the 
three self-existent Persons, and is personally the self- 
existent God. But should it appear that he is per- 
sonally and truly the Son of God, it will also appear 
that he is neither the self-existeut God, nor a self- 
existent Person. For, to a discerning and unpreju- 
diced mind, it must be obvious, that it is a natural im- 
possibility that the same Person should be truly the 
self-existent God and truly the Son of the self-exist- 
ent God. So far as the natural import of language is 
to be regarded, the terms, a self-existent Son, imply a 
real and palpable contradiction. The term self-exist- 
ent is perfectly opposed to the term Son, and the term 
Son is perfectly opposed to self-existence. If there be 
any term in our language which naturally implies 
derived existence^ the term Son is of this import To 
8 49 
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affirm tliat a Person is a derived self-existent Being im^ 
plies no greater contradiction than to affirm that a 
Person is a self-existent Son. And to affirm that Jesus 
Christ is personally the self-existent God, and at the 
same time truly the Son of God, is precisely the same 
contradiction that it would be to affirm that the Prince 
of Wales is truly King George the Third, and also truly 
ike SoK of King George the Third. 

These things I have stated on the ground of the 
natural meaning of terms. That the things I have- 
stated are true, according to the natural import of 
language, will not, it is believed, be denied by any 
pei;on of good discernment and Candor. 

The proposition, that Jesus Christ is truly the Son 
OP God, is so obvious in its natural import, and so 
plainly scriptural, that many may suppose it requires 
neither explanation nor proof. Yet such is the state 
of things in the Christian world, that both explana- 
tion and proof are necessary. For although there is 
no one point in which Christians are more universally 
agreed than in calling Christ the Son of God, there 
is scarcely any thing about which they are more di- 
vided than that of the intended import of those terms. 
But amidst the variety of opinions which have been 
formed on the subject, the natural import of the 
vords has been pretty uniformly rejected ; and almost 
every other possible meaning has been affixed to them, 
in preference to that which the terms naturally excite. 
Indeed, it seems to have been generally taken for 
granted, that it is impossible vdth Ood to have a Son. 
Athanasians appear to have taken this for granted ; 
and finding that divine titles, divine attributes, divine 
works, and divine honors, are ascribed to him in the 
Soriptures, they have set it down as an unquestioi^ 
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: able truth, that Christ is so fer from being the Son 

, of Grod, in the natural sense of the terms, that he is 
the very self-ex^istent God ; yea^ that very God of 

,' whom the Scriptures declare that he is the Son. 
Other denominations, taking for granted the same 
principle, have pronoimced the Saviour to be a Tnere 
creature^ more or less dignified and endued. And 
thus, on the one hand or the other, almost every pos- 
sible grade of intelligent existence and dignity has 

/ been allowed him, excepting that which is naturally 
imported by his title the Son of God. 
Two ideas are naturally suggested by the title the 

I Son of God, viz. Divine Origin and Divine Dig- 
nity. 

By Divine Origin, I do not mean that the Son of 
God is a created intelligent Being ; but a Being who 
properly derived his existence and his nature from 
God. It has not, perhaps, been common, to make 
any distinction between derived existence^ and created 
existence; but in the present case the distinction ap- 
pears very important. Adam was a created being ; 
Seth derived his existence from the created nature of 
Adam ; and therefore it is said " Adam begat a son in 
his own likeness." And as Seth derived his exist- 
ence from the created nature of Adam, so, it is be- 
lieved, that the only begotten of the Father 
DERIVED HIS existence from the self-existent nature 
of God. In this sense only do I mean to prove that ' 
the Son of God is a derived intelligence. 

The hypothesis, that Jesus Christ is truly the Son 
of God, by properly deriving his existence and nature 
frt>m God, will probably, by many, be pronounced a 
very great absurdity. And as, in my view, very much 
JB depending on this point, you will suffer me to be 
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particular in tlie examination. That the terms the 
Son of God, as applied to Christ, do most naturally 
denote that his existence and nature were derived from 
God, will, it is believed, be granted by all judicioua 
and impartial inquirers. And it does not discover the 
greatest reverence for the Scriptures, nor the greatest 
sense of our own fallibility, h^tily to reject, as absurd, 
the natural import of inspired language. If there be 
any ground on which the hypothesis may be pronoun- 
ced absurd, it must be found either in the works or the 
word of God. But what do we find in the works of 
God, by which it may appear, that it is absurd to sup- 
pose that God has a Son who has truly derived his 
existence and nature from the Father ? In examining 
the works of God, we find reason to suppose that God 
has given existence to various tribes of beings, with 
natures distinct from his own. And is it not quite as 
difficult to conceive, that God should give existence to 
beings by proper creation^ with natures distinct jfrom 
his own, as that he should give existence to a Son 
truly deriving his nature from the Father ? 

We also find, that God has endued the various 
tribes of creatures with a power oi procreation^ by which 
they produce ofispring in their own likeness. Why is 
it not as possible that God should possess the power of 
producing a Son in his own likeness, or with his own 
nature, as that he should be able to endue his creatures 
with such a power ? May it not, then, be presumed, 
that no shadow of evidence can be produced from the 
works of God, to invalidate the hypothesis that Christ 
as the Son of God, possesses divine nature by derived 
existence ? 

Whajb then saith the Scripture ? We may, in reply 
to this question, notice several things. 
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1. Dr. Hopkins has said, " The Eedeemer is the 
Son of God in a peculiar and appropriated sense, and 
by which he is distinguished from every other person 
in the universe." The Doctor adds, " He is mention- 
ed as the Son of God more than an hundred times in 
the New Testament ; and the Father of Jesus Christ 
the Son, is mentioned above two hundred and twenty 
times." 

The correctness of these statements is not doubted ; 
and on the ground of them I may say, that, according 
to the natural import of words, Jesus Christ is, in the 
New Testament, more than three hundred and twenty 
times mentioned as a derived intelligence, an in- 
telligence who has properly derived his existence and 
nature from God. For in contradistinction to angels 
and men, and to all who may be called Sons of God 
by creation or adoption^ Jesus Christ is definitively 
called THE Son of God. 

2. It is to be observed, that several epithets are used 
as with explicit design to preclude all mistake, and to 
give us xmequivocal evidence that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God in the most strict sense of the term. He 
K emphatically called God's " OVn Son." And to de- 
note that God has no other Son in the sense in which 
Christ is his Son, he is called God's only Son. And 
more fiilLy to express the idea that he, and he only, 
properly derived his existence and nature from God, he 
IB called "the only begotten Son of God," "the 
ONLY begotten of the Father." 

I would here ask, whether it be possible to find 
terms which would more clearly and more emphatical- 
ly express the very thing which I undertook to 
prove? If no fiirther evidence could be produced in 
&Yor of the hypothesis, it would certainly requiro 
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sometliing very substantial and positive to invalidate 
what has been already exhilited. But additional 
evidence is yet to come. What has been produced, 
is from the general and current language of the New 
Testament. We may add, 

3. It appears to have been one particular design of 
the miracles which were wrought by Christ, to prove 
that he was the Son of God ; and that, as the Son, 
was sent of the Father into the world. 

Christ said to the Jews, "Ye sent unto John, and 
he bare witness of the truth. But I have greater wit- 
ness than that of John : for the works which the Fa- 
ther hath given me to finish, the same works which I 
do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me." John v. 33—36. 

The account that the Jews sent unto John, and the 
testimony he gave, we have recorded in the first 
chapter of the same gospel. The testimony is this, 
" But he that sent me to baptize with water, the same 
said unto me. Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw 
and bare record that this is the Son of God." 

This was the truth to which John testified; but 
Christ stated, that the works which he did were of 
greater weight than the testimony of John. And it 
is observable, that, as it was one design of his mira- 
cles to prove that he was the Son of God, so this 
conviction was produced in the minds of many upon 
seeing the miracles which he performed. 

4. Jesus Christ is the feithfid and true Witness, and 
he repeatedly affirmed, "I am the Son of God:" 
and he also abundantly affirmed that God was his 
Fathes. 
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I am not insensible, that, on this ground, some have 
supposed that Christ meant to affirm his self-existence, 
independence, and co-eternity with the Father. But 
surely I can think of no words which would have been 
less calculated to impress such an idea on an unpreju- 
diced mind. And had it been his design to affirm his 
self-existence, and at the same time to mislead the 
minds of his hearers, I know not of any language 
which would have been more adapted to such a pur- 
pose. Would any person of common discernment and 
common honesty ever think of asserting that he is 
General Washington, or that he personally existed as 
early as General Washington, by saying, I am the Son 
of General Washington, and General Washington is 
my Father? — ^But if Christ meant to assert that he 
derived his existence and his nature from God as a Son 
firom a Fatheb, what language could have been more 
to his purpose that that which he adopted ? 

5. The awful display of Divine majesty and power 
which were concomitants of the crucifixion of Christ, 
produced a conviction in the minds of the centurion 
and others that Jesus was the Son of God. " Now 
when the centurion, and they that were with him, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things 
that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this 
was the Son of God." And according to the opinion 
of St Paul, he was " declared to be the Son of God, 
with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead." — Eom. i. 4. 

6. That Jesus Christ is the Son of God was a prin- 
cipal article of primitive Christian faith, and a princi- 
pal doctrine of apostolic preaching. 

Christ questioned his disciples thus: "Whom do 
men say that I, the Scm of man, am? They said, Some 
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say thou art John the Baptist, some Eliacf, and 
others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto 
them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
LIVING God." 

Nathaniel, on becoming acquainted with Christ, 
said unto him, " Eabbi, Thou art the Son of God." 

When Christ questioned Martha respecting her 
faith in him, she replied, " I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God." 

After the ascension, when the eunuch manifested a 
desire to be baptized, Philip answered, " K thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest" The eunuch 
then exhibited his confession of faith : " I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God." And on the groimd 
of this profession he was baptized. 

Saint Paul having been converted and commissioned 
for the gospel ministry, " straightway he preached 
Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God." 

And the same doctrine he abundantly inculcated in 
his epistles. 

Dr. Hopkins has noticed, that the apostle John 
" mentioned Christ as the Son of God, fifty times — 
and the Father of Jesus Christ the Son, more than one 
hundred and thirty times," in his gospel and epistles. 
And this same apostle has spoken of faith in Christ, 
that he is the Son of God, as though it were indeed of 
the highest importance. "Whosoever shall confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and 
he in God, He that belie veth on the Son of God, hath 
the witness in himself. Whosoever denieth the SoN, 
the same hath not the Father. Who is he that over- 
Cometh the world, but he that beUeveth that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God?" 
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Here I would take the liberty to propose a few ques- 
tions. Is believing that Jesus Christ is a mere man or 
a mere creature, believing that he is the Son of God, 
God's OWN Son, the only begotten of the Father ? 
Again, Is believing that Jesus Christ is personally the 
SELF-EXISTENT GoD, believing that he is truly the Son 
of God ? Does it not appear, that believing that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God, was the orthodox faith in the 
first age of Christianity ? But is this the faith of those 
who call themselves ^e orthodox at the pi^esent day ? 

To believe that Christ is personally the self-eodstent 
Ood, and to believe that Christ is truly the Son OF God, 
are, in my view, very distinct things ; and I cannot 
but be amazed that ideas so perfectly distinct should 
ever have been admitted as one and the same. 

7. The self-existent and supreme Majesty, by an 
audible voice from heaven, did repeatedly confirm the 
truth which I have aimed to support. 

** And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight- 
way out of the water; and lo, the heavens were open- 
ed unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him : and lo ! a voice 
fix)m hcaVfen, saying. This is MY beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." 

Again, at the time of the transfiguration, "Behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them ; and, behold, a 
voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him." 

Is it possible, sir, that any man can attend for a mo- 
ment to the natural import of these words from heaven, 
and then believe that God meant to be understood as 
saying, This Person, who has been baptized, and 
transfigured, is the self-existent God, co-eternal with 
myself and the same Being? 
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8. The avowed design of St Jolm, in writing th6 
history of Jesus Christ, is a proof that in his view Jesuf 
was truly the Son of God. At the close of the 20tli 
chapter, he says, " And many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written that yc 
MIGHT BELIEVE that Jcsus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing, ye might have life through 
his name." 

You will probably urge, that in the very first veiw 
of his gospel, John says, " The* Word was God." This 
is true ; and it is also true, that in the same verse, and 
in the next, he says, * *The Word was with God." The 
God whom the Word was with^ was doubtless one God; 
and unless we are to suppose that John meant to af 
firm a plurality of self-existent Gods, he did not mean 
to affirm that the Word was God in a sense which 
implied personal self-existence. Besides, the title, 
the Word, or the Word of God, probably denotes 
that the Son was the Medium of Divine manifesiti' 
turn; and hence we may easily infer, that it was on 
the ground of a constituted character that thfi 
Son is called God. John proceeds to say, that all 
things were made hy him; and Paul tells us how — 
** that God created all things by Jesus Christ. 

In some future Letters, I shall more particularly 
show in what sense Christ is called God. But I may 
here observe, that the general current of John's goB- 
pel corresponds with what he says was his object in 
writing, viz. " That ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing, ye 
might have life through his name." 

In my next Letter, you may expect still fttrdier 
evidence that Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God, 
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LETTER II. 

iUOBITIOKAL EYII>£NCE THAT CHBIST IS TRULY THS 

SON OF GOD. 
Bkv. Sir, 

As introductory to the arguments whicli I am about 
to urge, I would suggest to your mind the foUowing^ 
suppositions. 

1. Suppose that God, in giving the ten command- 
ments on tables of stone, instead of writing the word 
mbbaik'day in the fourth commandment, had left a 
blank ; and in giving the fifth, he left a blank instead 
cf writing the i/&tm& father and mother. 

2. Suppose he wrote a second time, and filled up 
those blanks with characters or words which hsA 
never before been seen or heard by men. 

S. Suppose he wrote a third time, and instead of 
leaving blanks for those words, or filling them with 
unknown characters or terms, he, for sahbath-day^ 
wrote hirth'day] and instead of father and mother^ 
wrote son and daughter: suppose also, that these 
words had never been understood by men to mean any 
thing different fi^m their common acceptation at the 
present day. 

Permit me now to ask, whether either of these 
modes of writing those commands could be considered 
IB a revelation of the Divine Will? And would not 
ihe mode of writing lirth-day for sabbath-day, and 
don and daughter for father and mother, be as likely 
Id mislead the minds of men, as writing in unhnovtm 
(haracters^T even as leaving blank spaces to be filled 
1^ by conjecture ? 

But what, you may ask, is the object of these ex- 
tiwrdinary statements? My object, sir, is this, to 
evinoe, that in his commxmications to us, God musi 
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make use of language in a sense wliicli agrees with 
some analogy, or Ids communications can be of no use 
to mankind, any more than unkrvown characters^ or [ 
blanks to be filled by conjecture. 

In a connection as deeply interesting as that of giv- 
ing the law, God has made use of the terms the Son of 
Ood, MY Son, God's own Son, the only begotten 
Son of God. He has . represented his love to us as 
being exceedingly great, on the following ground, 
" God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." *' He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all." 

Such, you know, is the common representation in 
the New Testament. And being well acquainted with 
the natural import of the terms an OWN Son, an only 
BEGOTTEN SoN ; and having an idea of the love of a 
fether to an otvn and only son ; the. scriptural repre- 
sentations of the love of God towards us become deep- 
ly interesting and affecting. 

But the Athanasian theory represents the Son of 
God as personally the self-existerit God, and the very 
SAME Being of whom he is abundantly declared to 
be the Son. And on this ground, the term Son is 
used in a sense foreign to every analogy with which 
the human mind is acquainted ; as foreign as it would 
be to use birth-day for sabbath-day^ or son and daugh- 
ter for father and mother. On this ground, the repre- 
sentations of God's love, and the scheme o^alvation, 
are involved in unintelligible metaphor; and we need 
an inspired Daniel to interpret the import of the term 
Son, as much as Belshazzar did to interpret the enig- 
matical hand- writing on the walL And until thif^ in- 
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terpretation be given, we have no definite ground on 
wMch to estimate the love of God in the atonement 
made for the sins of the world. 

What has been now exhibited, is viewed as a very 
weighty argument against your theory, and in favor 
of the hypothesis that Jesus Christ is truly the Son 
of God. 

But there is another argument which, if possible, 
is still more weighty, to which we may now attend. 
You cannot be insensible, that it is plainly and abun- 
dantly represented in the Scriptures, that the Son of 
God did really and personally suffer and die for us. 
And that on this ground, both the love of God and the 
love of his Son are represented as having been mani- 
fested in a very extraordinary manner. And if the 
Son of God be truly the Son of God, a derived intel- 
ligence, these representations may be strictly and af- 
fectingly true. For on this hypothesis, the Son of 
God may be the same intelligent Being as the soul of 
the Man Christ Jesus who suffered on the cross. 

But your theory wiU not, I suspect, be found to ad- 
mit, or support any thing more than the shadow of 
the suffering and death of the Son of God. 

Writers and preachers on your side of the question, 
do, indeed, often speak of ihe ahasementj the suffer- 
ings, and deaihj of the Son of God, as though they 
believed these things to be affecting realities. But, 
after all, what is the amoimt of these representations, 
upon your hypothesis ? You do not conceive that the 
Son of God became united to flesh and blood as the 
*)ul of Jesus Chri|J. So far from this, you suppose 
the Son of God was personally the self-existent God; 
and instead of becoming the soul of a human body, 
jrou suppose he became mysteriously imited to a pro- 
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per man, who, as distihct from the Son of God, had 
a true body and reasonable soul. And I think, sir, 
it will be found, that on this Man your theory lays the 
iniquities of us all ; — ^that this JUTaiiy and not the Son 
of God, endured the stripes by which we have healing. 
For while you maintain that the Son was personally 
the only living and true God, you very consistently 
affirm that " he did not suffer in the least in his Divine 
nature, but altogether in his human nature." And 
what is this but affirming that he did not suffer at all 
as the Son of God, but only the Man Jesus suffered, 
to whom the Son was united ? As, on the Athanasian 
hypothesis, the Man Christ Jesus and the human na- 
ture are the same, so the Son of self-existent God and 
the Divine nature of Christ are the same. You sup*- 
pose the Son as incapable of suffering as the Father, 
and that he did not in reality suffer on the cross any 
more than the Father did ; nor any more than either 
of them suffered while Cranmer was burning at the 
stake. How then does it appear, that "God spared 
not his own Son ?" 

You will probably plead, that the Man Jesus was 
united to the Person of the Son of God, and that 
Person suffered in his human nature. But, sir, as you 
predicate personality on the Son or Divine nature^ and 
do not allow personality to the human nature, it will, 
I suspect, be difficult for you to prove that any Per- 
son suffered on the cross : for the sufferings fell sim 
ply on a nature to which you do not allow personality. 
As, in your view, the Son was the self-existent God, 
and could not suffer in his DmMt nature, he could 
not suffer in any nature. The man was only an ap- 
pendage to his Person, mysteriously connected ; and 
yet, so fer was the union from being very intimate or 
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essential, that the appendage of the Man might STi£fer 
the severest agonies, and tibie Son or real Person be at 
the same time in a state of infinite felicity. 

Abraham's offering his son Isaac, has long been 
considered as typical of the conduct of God in giving 
his Son to die for us. Suppose we should add to the 
Scriptural account the following ideas — That Abra- 
ham knew beforehand that his son was incapable ^ 
suffering, and that all the sufferings would fell on 
another man, to whom his son was mysteriously 
united ; and that Isaac also understood the matter in 
the same light when he consented to be bound and 
laid upon the altar. Would not this additional ac- 
count, if believed, depreciate, in our estimation, the 
conduct of Abraham and Isaac, at the rate of ninety- 
nine per cent. ? 

This illustration may serve to show how much 
your hypothesis, when understood, tends to lower 
down our ideas of the greatness of the love of God 
in giving his Son to die for us ; and also the love and 
submission of the Son in consenting to make his life 
an offering for our sin.— I would, however, by no 
means intimate, that you and others, view the love 
of God in this depreciated light. For I think it proba- 
ble that it is with you, as I am sensible it waa with my- 
self — the plain representations of Scripture, by the 
help of analogy, superseded the force of theory. 

It has been, and I think justly, supposed, that the 
dignity of the Son of God gave value to the sufferings 
of the cross. And if we consider the Son of God to- 
be what his title imports, a derived Intelligence , oi 
Divine origin and dignity, the one by whom God 
created the world; if we consider this self-same In- 
telligence as personally and really suffering the death 
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of {he cross, we may perceive sometliing, in view of 
whicli we may well exclaim, "Behold, what mamier 
of love!" 

Bmt if the sufferings of the croiM did not reaUy fall 
on that very Son, who had sustained pre-existent 
glory in the "form of God," but on a man who had 
existed less than forty years, who had acted in pub- 
lic character not more than four or five; how small 
the degree of condescension on the part of the sufferer, 
how small the display of the hve of God, and of 
what diminished value are the sufferings of the cross I 
In the Assembly's Catechism we are taught, that 
"Christ's humiliation consisted in his being bom, 
and that in a low condition, being made under the 
law ; undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath 
of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being 
buried, and continuing under the power of death for 
a time." 

Yet this same catechism teaches us to believe, that 
Jesus Christ was personally the self-existent God. I 
will then ask, whether there be one particular of 
what is said respecting the humiliation of Christ, 
which can possibly be truef Was the self-existent 
God ever bom? Was he ever in a low condition? 
Was he ever made under the law? Bid he ever suf- 
fer the wrath of God, or the cursed death of the 
cross? Was God ever buried? — ^If the self-existent 
God has not passed through such scenes, then the 
Son of God has not, according to your doctrine re- 
specting the Son. Therefore, according to your 
theory, all the abasement, which can be supported 
fells on the Man to which the Son was united : And 
this Man you suppose had no existence until he waa 
conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary; of oouxse^ 
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he had no glory to leave, or lay aside, when he came 
into the world. As he never had been ricA, it was 
impossible for him to become ^oor for oursakes. He 
had no opportunity to say, "Lo, I come to do thy will, 
God ;" and so fer as his humiliation consisted in 
"being bom, and that in a low condition," there was 
nothing voluntary in it ; and it could be no evidence 
of any love or condescension in him. 

To make out your theory of the humiliation and 
abasement of the Son of God, you have to take into 
▼iew two distinct intelligent Beings ; one of which you 
affirm to be the self-existent God, and the other a pro- 
per Man. This God, or Son of God, you find had been 
in a state of pre-existent dignity and glory : and he, as 
you suppose, wa^ united mysteriously to a Man; this 
Man was bom in low circumstances, endured the mis- 
eries of this life, and suffered death on the cross ; and 
by virtue of his xmion to the Son of God, he was en- 
abled to bear a vastly greater weight of suffering than 
he could otherwise have endured. 

But, sir, is this all that is intended by God's sparing 
jroT HIS OWN Son ? Is this the way in which the Son 
of God BARE our sins in his OWN BODY on the tree? 
What, sir, was the real condition of the Son of God, 
the self-existent God, from the birth of the Man Jesus 
till this Man rose again from the dead? According 
to your theory, the. Son of God, during the whole 
of that period, was in a state of infinite glory and feli- 
city, and as incapable of suffering the agonies of death 
as the Father. How then can it be true, that " Though 
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
HS SUFFERED? As it respects the real character of 
the SUFFBRINQ SAVIOUR, what is your theory better 
Am Soeinianifflm enveloped in mysteiy ? 
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LETTER III. 

KO ABSURDITY IN THE HYPOTHESIS THAT CHBIST IS 

TRULY THE SON OP GOD. 
Bev. Sib, 

What has been exhibited in the preceding Letters, 
it is hoped, will be sufficient to satisfy impartial minds 
that the Scriptures afford abimdant evidence that 
Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God. But a contrary 
belief has been so long and so generally prevalent, that 
it may be necessary to say something ferther on the 
subject, with a view to show that the natural import 
of the terms the Son of God, or God's otvn Son, im- 
plies no contradiction or absurdity. 

That God is a self-existent Being, is acknowledged 
by all Christians ; and I shall fireely admit, that it is 
impossible with God to beget or produce a self-exist 
ENT Son. But what have we to do with the mode oi 
God's existence, in determining whether it be possible 
with him to produce a Son ? What have we to do 
with the Tnode of Adam's existence, in determining 
whether Seth could be his son ? Eespecting Adam, 
it is said, "The Lord God formed man of the dust of 
the gi'ound, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul." And probably 
Adam was a man in size or stature at his first exist- 
ence. Could not Seth be the son of Adam, unless 
the mode of his having existence was the same with 
Adam's? 

When Adam was in existence, he had a nature by 
which he was distinguished from God and from an- 
gels. Such a nature Seth derived from Adam. Self- 
existence may be essential to the Divine nature in 
God, and proper creation ifiight be essential to the 
human nature in Adam. And as Aumai^ Mesltare in 
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Seth might be derived firom tlie created nature of 
Adam, whj may it not be true that Divine natwre in 
the Son was derived fix)m the seJf-existent nature of 
God? 

We often speak of Divine nature, angelic natwre^ and 
huToan nature ; but what do we know of either, ex- 
cepting certain properties, attributes, or qualities? 
Are we not unable to tell what is the radical diflfer- 
ence between an angel and a human soul ? Yet we 
believe there is some radical distinction. So we may 
be unable to ascertain the radical distinction between 
the Divine nature^ and human nature^ exclusive of the 
diflferent modes of existence. Yet, aside from those 
attributes which simply respect the modes of exist- 
ence, there may be some radical difference between 
those natures. If we suppose this diversity of natures 
to result from the diversity of attributes or qualities 
united, yet there may be some property, attribute, or 
quality, by which one nature is distinguished from 
another, and the distinguishing property of nature 
may be wholly unknown to us. 

Are we not, sir, too ignorant of the nature of God, 
to pronounce that there is nothing in his nature which 
may be properly derived in the existence of an own 
Son ? It may not be necessary that every attribute 
rf Deity should be communicable or derivable in 
«rder that he may have an own Son. Among the 
children of men, it is not necessary to the existence or 
the idea of a son, that he should possess all the attri- 
butes, properties, or qualities of his father. Nor is it 
necessary that he should possess no other attributes 
but such as were possessed by his father. Among the 
•eventy sons of Gideon, perhaps there were no two 
liiat p^ectly resembled each other in their attributeSi 
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properties, or qualities ; and probably no one who 
was the perfect likeness of his fether. So Jesus Christ 
may have truly derived his existence and nature 
from God, and yet not possess every attribute of the 
Father. 

Jesus Christ was the Son of David, according to 
the flesh; yet we believe his body was not produced 
by ordinary generation ; but as Mary was of the seed 
of David, and as the body of Christ was derived from 
her, Christ is called David's Son. Had he not pro- 
perly derived any properties from David, he could not 
with propriety be called the Son of David. And if 
his spirit or soul had not been as properly derived 
from God, as his body was from David, it is diflB.cult 
to see why he should be called the Son of God, or 
God's own and only Son. 

It has been said by a respectable writer, that " it is 
totally inconceivable that a derived, dependent nature, 
should really possess any of those Divine perfections 
which essentially belong to an underived, independ- 
ent, self-existent Being." 

Bb,d the word eocchmvely been used instead of the 
word " essentially,^^ the olwervation would have been 
xmexceptionable. Self-eodstence and independence be- 
long to God, not only ^^ essentially,^^ but eocclusively. 
But knowledge, power, and holiness, are essential attri- 
butes in God, and yet knowledge, power, and holiness, 
may be communicated, not only to a derived but to a 
created intelligence. God may, indeed, possess these 
attributes in an unlimited extent, while in other beings 
they may be limited ; but these attributes may be of 
the same nature in men that they are in God. 

That God does communicate knowledge, power, and 
holiness, will, it is believed, be granted by most C9ms« 
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fSxDa. Kor may we set any limits to the d^ee in 
whicli they may be communicated, unless we may 
limit the Divine potver of cornmunication. 

However, I have no occasion to maintain that 
Christ did, with his existence as a Son, derive any. 
attribute of Deity in the extent in which it is possessed 
by God. Had he been personally self-sufficient and 
aUsufficienty he would have had no occasion for God's 
fivmg him the Spirii tuithout Tneasure. He might, 
with his existence, derive so much of the Divine 
nature as to be truly the Son of God ; and yet he 
might be the Almighty, and the Seabcheb of 
HEABTS^ by the indwelling of the Father, or the/uZJ- 
neaeofihe Oodhead. 

When men are renewed in the temper of their 
minds, they are said to be " bom of God," to have the 
image of God on their hearts; and on this groxmd 
they are denominated Sons of God. For that which 
18 begotten, or produced, in them, is truly of a Divine 
nature. It is that holiness of heart which is the glory 
of the Divine character. There is nothing more es- 
SDntial, or more excellent, in God, than hoHness ; this 
we see may be derived as the attribute of a dependent 
being. And this holiness is precisely of the same 
nature in men that it is in God. Its nature is not 
changed by being derived or communicated. As that 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh, so that which is 
bom of the spirit is spirit — ^it is of the same holy 
nature as the spirit by which it is produced. 

.Will it be denied, that holiness is the excellence of 
all excellences in the Divine existence and character ? 
And if that which is essential to the Divine existence 
nay be communicated or produced as the attribute of 
a dependent agent, by what principles of revelation^ 



70 ON THE BEAL DIVINITT 

or pliilosophy, can it be affirmed, that it is impossible ■ 
with God to produce an intelligent existence from his • 
own nature ? If God, from his own nature, may pro- 
duce his moral image, why may he not produce his 
natural image ? And why may not Jesus Christ be as 
truly the "IMAGE of the invisible God," as Seth 
was the likeness of Adam ? 

Holiness is as self-existent in God, as any attribute 
of the Divine nature ; yet holiness may be produced 
as the attribute of a dependent agent. And if one 
attribute, which is self-existent in Deity, may be jpro- 
duced or derived, as the attribute of a dependent agent, 
without any change in its nature, what evidence can 
we have that other attributes, properties, or qualities, 
which are self-existent in God, may not be properly 
derived ? Yea, by what evidence can it be made to 
appear, that all the radical and essential principles or 
properties of intelligent existence, may not have been 
properiy derived from the Divine nature in the person 
of God's own Son ? 

From the circumstance, that holiness is of the same 
nature in angels and men that it is in God, we may 
easily discern that the term self-existence ought not to 
be used as expressive of the nature of Divine attri- j 
butes, but only to express the mode of their existence, j 
And the same may be said of the terms eternity, in- « 
dependence, and infinity. In God, holiness is self- ^ 
existent, eternal, independent, and infinite. But con- ^ 
sidered as the attribute of a dependent, created agent, ^ 
an angel or a man, neither of these epithets can be 
applied. Yet holiness may be of the same nature in L 
men, in angels, and in God. Why may not the same \ 
be true respecting other attributes or qualities of the 
Divine nature ? 
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Some additional light ma^ possibly be obtained by 
attending to the idea of supemaiural or superhuwxin 
powers, with which God, at some times, endued hu- 
man beings. Sampson, at some seasons, was weak 
like another man ; but when the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, he was able to perform prodigies. 
This supernatural strength, it appears, was immediate- 
ly derived from God. Yet while Sampson possessed 
this strength, it was truly his strength ; and he was 
no more dependent on God for the strength by which 
he performed the wonderful things recorded of him, 
than I am for the strength by which I move my pen. 

The prophets were endued with supernatural fore- 
knowledge, by which they were enabled to unfold the 
volume of futurity, and predict events not only hun- 
dreds but thousands of years before the time in which 
the predictions were to be fulfOled. 

By a baptism of the same Spirit, the apostles were 
instantaneously endued^ and enabled to speak in for- 
eign languages which they had never studied. 

These supernatural powers were but occasional pro- 
perties or attributes of the several persons who posses- 
sed them. But while they were possessed, they were 
pcrsonoZ^ properties or attributes. Those persons were 
truly endued vnih power from on high. The prophets 
foresaw as the Spirit gave them foreknowledge ; and 
the apostles spaJce as Hie Spirit gave them utterance. 
This Spirit was the Spirit of God ; and when it was 
pven in an extraordinary manner, men were enabled 
to do extraordinary things. When men have been 
thus endued, they have possessed extraordinary por- 
tions of Divine sufficiency ; and these portions of suf- 
ficiency, it appears, they possessed by a communication 
of Divine fulriess. Nor is there any evidence that God 
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might not, if he pleased, endue every individual of 
the human race with the strength of Sampson, tl^ 
foreknowledge of Daniel, and the gift of speaking alj 
human languages : and these, if he pleased, might be 
continued as permanent attributes of character. 

From what has been exhibited, it is pretty evident^ 
that created intelligences may, by the pleasure of God, 
possess holiness, knowledge, and power, which are 
truly of a Divine nature. May we not properly say, that 
Sampson possessed an extraordinary measure of Di- 
vine power, and that the prophets and apostles posses- 
sed an extraordinary measure of Divine knowledge; 
and that all holy beings do partake of that attribute 
which is the glory of the Divine nature? 

If the attributes gf holiness, knowledge, and power, 
may be properly communicated irom God to depend- 
ent agents, and in such a manner as to become j)er50Wp 
al properties or attributes of these agents, what pro- 
perties of intelligent existence may not be properly 
derived from Deity, as a stream from a fountain^ or as 
a Son from a Father ? 

The communication of these attributes, from a self- 
existent to a derived agent, seems to imply something 
as distinct from these attributes as the Being who is 
the recipient of these communications. But what that 
is which constitutes Being, distinct from such proper- 
ties or attributes, is perhaps beyond the reach of mor- 
tal discernment. I have not, however, made this re- 
mark with a view to deny the existence of Being, a3 
distinct from all we know of attributes or propertiea 
The language we use, and the language of the Bible, 
naturally imply a redpiefiit or receiver of Divine com- 
munications ; and that Being does imply something 
more than all we know of properties, attributes, or 
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' qualities. If any thing be commnnicated from one 

(agent to another, there must be an agent or capacity 
to receive such communications. 

But i£j firom his own self-existent nature, or fulness, 
Grod may communicate the attributes of knowledge, 
! power, and holiness, to created intelligence, so that 
\ they shall possess, in measure, these attributes as (fe- 
[ rived excellences^ what evidence can be found to invali- 
date the hypothesis that the existence of the Son of 
, God was properly derived from the Divine nature ? 
* . Angels and saints are called sons of God ; yet 
". ' Christ is God's own and only Son, the only begot- 
£ \ TEN of the Father. The primary and radical distinc- 
tion msLj possibly be this: angels and saints, as created 
'r intelligences, may derive from the Divine nature some 
> . attributes or properties : while God's OWN Son may de- 
*- nve not only some attributes, but his very Being or 
0- Ejcistence from the Divine nature. Some may ima- 
'j gine, that I have labored hard, in this investigation, 
^\ to support a self-invented theory. But this is not the 
• ease ; I have been laboring to support the primitive 
K-l Christian faith, that Jesus Christ is TRULY the Son 
ni' OF God, God's own and only Son! and to rescue 
»ii< the plain, abundant, and emphatical language of 
a* Scripture, from the strong prepossession of my fellow 
^ Christians. 

^' Dr. Spring says, " The Scriptures were inspired, to 
w instruct common readers, by using words according 
* to their common acceptation, and not to confound 
^ them by an abuse of language."* 
^^. Had the principle advanced in this excellent remark 

^* been understood and duly regarded, I should have 

in'- 

C ; *SiiiiioQon'1lM Selfottcnoeof Chikfcr 
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had no occasion for a lalxnred diaonssion to ptov% 
thflrt JesuB Chiist is truh/ the Son of God. But the 
plain meaning of the terms has been so involved in 
the lahyrinih of ccntroverttf^ and the mists of prep(mes. 
sian^ that it has required some Jbrtitude to assert and 
some lahor to pravef^ that the ooncurrent testimony cS 
GrOB, of Chbist, and the APOSTLBS, is to be regard^ 
as a correct compression (f the tntth. Yea, Z have been 
laboring to prove, that these witnesses used ^^ words 
according to their common acceptation," and that 
they did noj; mean ^^ to con&und ns by an abu^tflan" 
ffuage:' ' 

Had the plain and natural import of language been 
heretofore duly regarded, an attempt to prove that 
Christ is truly the Son of God, would have been lA' 
needless, as an attempt to prove that Isaac was truly 
the son of Abraham. 

POSTSCRIPT, 

THEBirare some who ' predicate the Soirahip of 
Christ simply on the ground stated by the angel tto 
Mary, " The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : there.- 
fore that holy thing which shall be bom of th^ shafl 
be called the Son of God," 

That this text contains a reason why Christ, in his 
incarnate state, should be called the Son of God, I 
will not deny ; and if I were in the habit of believing 
that the soul or spirit of Christ had no pre-existenoe, I 
should readily admit this as the prinaary ground on 
which he is called the Son of God, But even on such 
an hypothesis, nothing could be made to appear 
against the supposition that his existence was truly cfe- 
rived from Godwin a^aenae by which he is distinguish- 
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cd from every other intelligent bfeing. Bnt I as fully 
believe that the Son of God, as ati intelligent Being, 
existed before the world, as I believe that he now 
exists. 

Some will probably object, that it is unaccountable 
and inoonceivable how God should have a Son. But^ 
you, sir, I trust, will not make the incomprehensible- 
ness of the mode of Divine operation an objection to 
the theory. For this hypothesis is far more consist- 
ent with all we c2b krwwn^ that the supposition of 
THBEE infinite Persons in one intelligent Bsinck 
The hypothesis which I have proposed contradicts 
\ nothing which we know of Person, of Being^ or of 
; God. It is doubtless repugnant to what«t>m6 9nen 
I have thought; but it may be presumed that it is not 
r repugnant to what is known by <my mom. Kor does 
the hypothesis imply any thing more inconceivable! 
nnacountable, or incomprehensible, than what is im- 
, pUed in the existence of every other intelligent being 
p ' in the universe. How God exists without any cause, 
d! uid haw he could give existence to angels, or to men, 
c are as perfectly inconceivable to us, as hjow he could 
^ give existence to an OWN Son. And I may ask the 
E objector, whether it be more inconceivable to us how 
God cotild have an own Son, than it is to conceive 
i how or why such a thing should be impossible with 
]) Hue? If we are to draw our conclusions from all we 
f know of Grod by his works and by his word, we have 
] SQielj as much ground to say that such a thing is jpo9- 
I tiblej as we have to say it is impossible. 
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LETTER IV, 

THE mVINE DIGNITY OF THE SON OF GOD. 
Rbv. Sir. 

Whatever may be the apprehensions of others, 
respecting my attempt to prove that Jesus CThrist is 
truly the Son of God, you may be assured, sir, that 
it has been no part of my object to degrade his char- 
acter. If it did not seem a "light thing" to David 
to be a " hinges son-in-law,^^ it surely ought not tp 
be viewed by us degrading to Christ, to consider him 
as God's own and only Son. — And I shall now at- 
tempt to show, 

That the Son of Qod is truly a Person of Divine 
Dignity. 

No principle, perhaps, has been more universally 
admitted, than this, that a son derives dignity from 
illustrious parentage. 

The Jews, to whom Christ made his appearance in 
the flesh, were all acquainted with this principle ; and 
though many generations had intervened, -they still 
gloried in the idea that they were the descendants of 
the illustrious patriarch Abraham. 

There is, perhaps, no nation, whether barbarous, 
civilized or christianized, in which the principle is 
not admitted. The sons of emperors, kings, and no- 
blemen, are considered as deriving dignity from their 
respective fethers. And the derived dignity of each 
is according to the acknowledged dignity of his father. 
— But more especially is ^q first-bora or only son of a 
king or emperor, considered as deriving royal or im- 
perial dignity by royal or imperial descent. It is 
indeed true, that a son of the most renowned and 
worthy king may, by vicious or disobedient conduct, 
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fi^rfeit his derived dignity, and subject himself to the 
displeasure of his &ther, and to general in&m j ; but 
this forma no ground of objection i» the principle of 
derived dignity. And on the same principle that a 
worthy ion of a worthy king derives royal dignity, - 
the Son of God derives Divine dignity. And on the 
same principlQ that the most worthy son of the most 
renowned Idng derives higher dignity than the son of 
a common peoiant^ the derived dignity of the Son of 
Ood will appear to be infinite. For his Father is in- 
finitely illostrioua This must certainly be the case, 
unless the Son has done something by which he has 
forfeited his claim. But that he has not, we have the 
highest ground of assurance ; twice by an audible 
vdoe fr^m heaven, God h»prockiini his perfect 
satisfiietion in his Son, by saying, " This is my beloved 
Son, in whom lam weU pleased.^^ And we have still 
fiffther assurance of the same thing, by the high and 
important offices with which God has invested hitf 
BSLOYED Son. 

It has sometimes been the case in earthly govern- 
ments, that a king's son, who was well beloved of the 
&ther, has been admitted, during the father's life, to 
a joint participation iu the government, and invested 
by the fiskther with kingly authority. Such was the 
case with Solomon, the son of David. Solomon de- 
rived his authority from David, and by the pleasure 
of David he was crowned king ; but Solomon was as 
truly the king of Israel as though he Had possessed 
Ihe same authority by self-existence. 

K it be true, that Gt>d has an ovm and only Son, in 
whom he u well pleased, it would be natural to expect 
that he would delight to honor him in the. highest pos 
siUe manner. i 
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Moreover, any wise and benevolent king, being 
about to invest his son with kingly authority, would^ 
were it in his power, endue his son with every quail* 
fication or attribute which would be requisite to the 
most perfect and honorable execution of the office 
which he was to sustain. And such we may suppose 
would be the pleasure of God respecting his Son* 
15'or may we suppose any insufficiency in God, in re- 
spect to communicating of bis own infinite fulness to 
the Son, in whom he is ever well pleased. 

Let us now examine the sacred oracles, to see 
whether these reasonable expectations are justified by 
revealed facts. 

In respect to communicated fulness or sufficiency, 
we have the following declarations : " He whom God 
hath sent, speaketh the words of God ; for God giveth 
710^ the Spirit by measure unto him." John iii. 34. 

" For it pleased the Father, that in him all fiilness 
should dwell." Col. i. 49. 

" In him dwelleth all the ftdness of the Godhead 
bodily." Col. ii. 9. 

Such then has been the pleasure of God in respect 
to enduing his Son with Divinity sufficiency. If by A 
portion or measure of the Divine Spirit, the apostles 
were instantaneously endued to speak a number (tf 
languages which they had never learned, what may 
not the Son of God be able to do, who has the Spirit 
without measure ? And if it hath pleased the Father 
that all fulness should dwell in his Son, we can with 
no more propriety set bounds to the sufficiency of 
Christ, than to the Julness of the Godhead, 

Thus we find one of the reasonable expectationi 
justified by plain and positive declarations of Scrip- 
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We liaye next to show, that Grod has manifested a 
diqxffiition to honor his Son in the lughest possible 
maimer. 

As the fiist token of this disposition in God, we 
VULJ notioe that Grod constituted his Son the Creator 
of the woild. In this great and astonishing work, a 
BQiprising display was made of the power, the wis- 
dom, and the goodness of God. But in this work, it 
^qpears that the Son was honored as the constituted 
Creator ; for we are expressly told, that GoD ^^ created 
ill things BY Jesus Chbist." Eph. iii. 9. 

The work of creation is sometimes expressly attri- 
buted to God, and sometimes as expressly attributed 
b> the 'Word or Son of God : and from tiiese repre- 
nntations many have argued that the Son and Ood 
ue the same Being. But it is thought that this con- 
tusion has b^n too hastily adopted. For if God 
reaiedaU things BY Jesus Christ, the work of crea 
ion may, with great propriety, be attributed to eithei 
he Father or the Son ; and yet they may be two dis- 
inct intelligent Beings. God spake by the prophets; 
ind what the prophets said, may, with propriety, be 
ittributed to either God or the prophets ; but it will 
lot hence follow that God and the prophets are but 
me and the same intelligent Being. As the prophets 
fere constituted mediums and agents in foretelling 
nrents, so Christ was the constituted Creator of all 
hings in heaven and earth. 

In the next place, we may observe, that the Son was 
tmstituted the angel of God's presence, or the medium 
}j which God appealed or manifested himself to the 
acient patriarchs. 

We have many afccounts of God's apj earing to 
Lbraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, and to Moses ; and see* 
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ing these visible manifestations, is sereral tixnea re- 
presented as seeing God. Yet the matter is so 
explained in the New Testament, as to give ua reat 
son to suppose that these visible manifestations of 
God's presence were made in the Person of the "Sou 
of God. For it is said, '' No man hath seen God at 
any time ; the only bioottbn Son, who is in that 
bosom of the Father, he hath dedared him," or nmnt- 
fested him. The Son, in those appearances^ was nsu^ 
ally denominated the angel of the Lord.* And when 
this angel was employed by God, as the conductor 
and guardian of the people of Israel in their journey 
fix>m Egypt to Canaan, God gave this solemn caution 
to the people, " Beware of him, and obey his voice ; 
provoke him not : for he will not pardon your tranft* 
gression ; for MY NAHS is in him." By name here 
may be understood, ddgniiy^ fulness^ and avAoriiyi 
And as God thus dwelt in the Son, and manifested 
his dignity, fulness, and authority, through the Son, 
Isaiah denominates the Son the Angel of Gt>d'8 pre- 
sence — " And the angel of his presence saved them." 
Accordingly, those visible manifestations ai^ some* 
times represented as the appearance of God, and some- 
times as the appearance of the angel of the Hfyriij or 
the angel of God : And what was spoken on those 
occasions is sometimes represented as spoken by God, 
and sometimes as spoken by the angel ; just as Ihe 
work of creation is sometimes attributed to God, and 
sometimes to the Son of God. And as God mani- 
fested himself thus in the person of his- /Sbn, so the 
patriarchs considered God as present in Ihose visibk 
manifestations. 

* I feel ess eoi^dent that Christ Tras the aagtl ^ Qod tfaa I 
did when I wrote these Letters. But I have not seen satiafinQto^ 
NMCtot for relinquiahuig the tetitiiiieDt Maireh, \%l% 
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I am not, sir, alone, nor an original, in considering 

the Son of God as tbe Medium of Divine manifesta- 

tions.- Athanasian writers have done the same. But 

■ is it not a manifest impropriety to consider a Being 

as the Medium of his own manifestations ? If Christ 

' be truly the Son of God, he may be truly the Mk- 

] DitJM through which God manifests himself; and may 

thus be in the ^^form of Ood^ But if he be person- 

• ally the self-existent God, he can, with no propriety, 

^ be considered as the Medium of Divine manifesta- 

^ tions. 

Although God had, in various ways, manifested his 
y love to his Son prior to the incarnation, yet such was 
; his love to mankind, and so important was our sal- 
^ vation in the view of God, that he was disposed to. 
*, give his ONLT begotten Son as a sacrifice for our 
redemption. And although the Son of God had been 
i highly honored and exalted by his Father, and had 
, often appeared in the ^^form of Ood^^ to transact affairs 
^ ofhigh importance, yet such was the benevolence and 
' condescension of this Son, that he jfreely concurred in 
the Father's proposal for the redemption of man, and 
said, "Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." But to 
accomplish this great purpose, the Son must lay aside 
Hie form of God, and take on himself the ^brm of a ser- 
vant — he must become incarnate, be united to a hu- 
man body, and be the " Son of David according to the 
fl£9kP Thus he who was rich, for our sakes became 
poor, that we, through his poverty, might be made 
rich. And being found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself) and became obedient unto death. 

But such voluntary and deep abasement in the Son, 
was not to pass \mnoticed nor unrewarded by the 
Father. And we have the most plain and unequivo* 
4* 
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oal testimonj, that Ood did honor his Son by t^neti" 
tuting him a Pbinoe and a Sayioub, the Lord o# 
ALL, and the Supbehb Judge of the quick and the 
dead. 

That it is as the fruit of the Father's lore to the 
Son, and on the ground of a constituted characier, that 
Christ bears those and other Diyine names and titlel», 
I shall endeavor clearly to prove. 

John the Baptist, in his testimony concerning the 
Son, not only said, " God giveth not the Spirit hf 
measure unto him ;" but added, "the Father loveth 
the Son, and hath orvEK aU things into his tiand.*' — 
John iii. 35. 

When the Son was about to leave his disciples and 
ascend into heaven, he proclaimed in their ears, " All 
power is given unto me in heaven and earth." — ^Matt 
xxviii. 18. 

Peter, in his impressive sermon on the day of Pen- 
tecost, having stated many things fjom the scriptures, 
to prove that Jesus was the Christ, addressed the au- 
dience in these words, " Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath 3LA.de that^arn^ 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both LoBD and 
Chbist."— Acts ii. 36. 

In the same sermon, Peter also said, " This Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof we are witnesses. There- 
fore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Hojy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear." 
—Acts ii. 32, 33. 

In another address, Peter said, " The God of Abra- 
ham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fethers, HATH GLOBiFiED HIS SoK jESXia"— Acts uL 
18. 
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And again '' the God of our fathers raised op Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree: Him hath God 

BXALTBD with his OWK RIGHT HAND, tO be a PrINCE 

and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins." — ^Acts v. SO, 31. 

The same views of the constituted oharactek 
of the Son as Loieu) of all, are, if possible, more 
forcibly expressed by Saint Paul. 

Speaking of the astonishing displays of the grace 
snd power of God, he says, "which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him fix)m the dead and set 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principaUty, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name which is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come : And 
hath put ail things under his fiety and gave him to be 
the Head over all things to the church." — ^Eph. i 
20—22. 

The same apostle, having in a most striking man 
ner represented the astonishing condescension and 
deep^ abasement of Christ, proceeds to state the fe- 
ward given to him by Gt)d — " Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted hik, and given him a name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
LoBD, to the glory of God the Father."— Phil. ii. 9 
—11. 

To xmprejudiced minds, the passages of Scripture, 
already adduced, may be sufficient to prove, that it is 
bj the gift and pleasure of God, that his Son sus* 
^ins the offices and bears the Divine names of Sav- 
XOOB and L^U). Muehmore of the same import might 
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be produced ; but those who can re&dst, jevade, or set 
aside such plain and unambiguous te3timon7 as has 
been already exhibited, might do so by a volume of 
the same kind. 

I have yet, however, distinctly to show, that God 
has CONSTITUTED his Son the Supreme Judge of the 
quick and dead. In proof of the point now before 
us, we may begin with the testimony of Christ him- 
self As he is the MthAil and true witness, and well 
acquainted with his own character, much reliance may 
be placed on his testimony. 

It will be needless here to introduce the numerous 
declarations which Christ made of his authority as 
the Judge of the world. All we have to do is to diow 
how he came by this authority ; whether he possesses 
it as the self-existent God, or whether he hath been 
invested with this authority by the Father. 

When Christ had healed the impotent man, the 
Jews accused him of pro&ning the Sabbath day. In 
reply to their accusation, Jesus said, " my Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work." His calling God his 
Father,^e Jews considered as blasphemy, and sought 
the more to kill him. It appears probable, that the 
Jews weU understood the principle of derived dignity, 
and that they understood Christ as claiming divini 
DIGNITY by professing to be the Son of God.* They 
evidently tmderstood him, as calling God his Father, 
in the peculiar and proper sense. For while they 
gloried in having " one Father, even God," they con- 

* In the common translation of John v. 18, we read, ** but said God 
was hU Father," Dr. Madmight says it ought to be " htM prapir 
Father^ Jh. Ko^ploDa bajb ** hU own proper Father." Dr. Oampbell 
translates the whole verse thus, ** For this reason the Jews were tht 
more intent to kill him, because he had not onlj brdcen the aabbtth, bi| 
bj caUiog Qodpeculiarly hii Father had equalled hixnaelf 'wit(iQo4»* 
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ridered Christ as guilty of blasphemy in daiming the 
tale of ihe Son of God. 

In reply to their accusations, Christ gave them a 
more foil account of his character and dignity, and 
nid, " Verily, verily, I say imto you, the Son can do 
nothing of himself but what he seeth the Father do : 
for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the 
Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and 
Aeweth him all things that himself doeth : and he will 
Aewhim greater works than these, that ye may mar- 
vel. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and 
quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom 
he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 

COMMITTED ALL JUDGMENT UNTO THE SON, that all 

men should "honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father." — John v. 

If God hath committed all judgment unto the Son, 
ihen he has constituted the Son as Judge. But 
(Sirist gives a further account — " Verily, verily, I say 
xmto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God : and 
they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath 
fife in himself so hath he given to the Son to have 
life in HIMSELF : and hath given him authority to 
execute judgment, because he is the Son of man. — ^I 
Oan of mine own self do nothing : As I hear, I judge, 
and my judgment is just, because I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of \hQ Father, which hath sent 
me." 

To those who place full confidence in Christ as a 
jbithM and true witness, his testimony may be suffi- 
cient. But for the conviction of those who may think 
liiat two or three witnesses are needM in the present 
ve may add the testimonies of Peter and Paul. 
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Peter, in his sermon at tlie honse of Cornelius, after 
stating that he and others did eat and drink MnA 
Christ after his resurrection, said, "and he command 
ed us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it 
is HE which is ordained op God to be the JuDaE o 
the quick and the dead." 

Paid, in his discourse to the people of Athens, said, 
" and the times of this ignorance God winked at, but 
now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
Because he hath appointed a day in which he will j udge 
the world in righteousness, by that Man whom he 
hath ORDAINED, whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead." 

I see no rational way in which the*^ testimonies 
can be invalidated, without impeaching the charac- 
ters of the witnesses. 

An earthly sovereign, whose will is the law of the 
empire, can, at pleasure, advance an onm and only 
Son to any rank or office, which does not involve a 
contradiction. 

The fether cannot cause his son to rank with him- 
self as to age, nor can he render the son independent 
of himself in respect to existence, dignity, or offi^ce. 
But it is in the power of a king or emperor to confer 
on his son any office in the army, from an ensign to 
that of commander in chief. He may also, at pleas- 
ure, make his son the governor of a province, chief 
judge, or sole judge in the highest court of justice, or 
viceroy of half the empire, or even a copartner with 
himself on the throne ; and in testimony of the high 
esteem he has for his son, he may place him at his 
own right hand. 

Such a course of conduct in an earthly sorereigii 
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towards an only son may indeed be the result of ca- 
price or partiality ; but it may also be the result of 
consiunmate wisdom and benevolence. For the good 
of the empire may be in the best manner promoted 
by such measures. 

As an earthly sovereign may advance his son to 
any office he pleases, so he may con£sr on him what- 
ever title of dignity he may think proper. He may 
dignify his son with the title of lord, or arch-chancel- 
lor of the empire, lord chief justice, prince of peace, 
president of the princes, or he may confer on him his 
own royal or imperial title, as king or emperor. And 
in respect to several relations, he may at the same 
lime have various titles of dignity. 

These observations present to our view something 
analogous to the representations given in Scripture in 
r^ard to God's conduct in dignifying his only and 
well-beloved Son. The titles Lobd, Savioub, and 
Judge, are titles which properly belong to God. 
But God had a right to confer the same titles on his 
beloved Son, and to invest him with the authority and 
sufficiency imported by these titles. And if we may 
safely rely on the testimony of Christ and his apostlee 
as proo^ God has actually thus dignified his Son. — 
He hath "exalted him to be a Prince and a Sav- 
ioub" — "made him to be both Lord and Christ" — 
•* GIVEN him all power in heaven and earth " — " OR- 
BAINSD him to be the Judge of the quick and the 
dead "•^" COMMITTED all judgment imto the Son, and 
GIVEN him a name which is above every name." And 
the Scriptures afford no more esridence that Solomon 
Wt on the throne of Israel, by the appointment and 
pleasure of David, than they do that the Son of God 
JIlB on the throne of the universe by the appoint 
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ment and pleasure of Ghd his Father. There are 
other titles that belong to God, which by his pleasure' 
are given to his Son. 

God often styles himself the Holy One, or the Ho- 
ly One of IsraeL The title of Holy One is also giv^ 
to the Son. But the Son is plainly distinguished 
from the self-existent Holy One, by being represented 
as God's Holy One, or the " Holy One of God" To 
the truth, in this case, Satan himself was constrained 
to bear witness. "I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God." The words of David, quoted by 
Peter, ^e to the same purpose — " Neither wilt thou 
suffer Ihine Holy One to see corruption." 

The name Jehovah, which is often translated Lord- 
in the Old Testament, is a name which belongs to God; 
but by the pleasure of God this name with somie ad- 
dition is given to the Son. " Behold the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a right- 
eous Branch; and a King shall reign and prosper^ 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the eartL 
Li his days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall 
dwell safely ; and this is the name whereby he shall 
be called, The Lord [or Jehovah] our BiGHTEOua- 

NESS." 

That the Messiah, the Son of God, in his incamatB 
state, is intended in this prophecy, there can be no 
reasonable doubt And that it is on the ground of a 
CONSTITUTED CHABACTEB, and by the pleasure of God 
his father, that he bears the name Jehovah our- 
BiGHTEOUSNESS, is Sufficiently plain from thepassagft 
quoted. It is God himself who gives the ioformatioa. 
in the text ; and this one God tells us of a person on 
character which he would raise up^ and the name bf; 
which this Son should be called. • ^.. .i 
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The name Jehovah being given to the Son, is con- 
sidered by Mr. Jones as evidence that the Son is 
personally the self-existent God. But had he com- 
pared one of his own remarks with the words of an 
apostlei he might have seen his own mistake. Mr. 
Jones suggests, that the name Lobd, in the New Tes- 
tament^ which is given to Christ, is of the same im- 
port as Jehovah in the Old Testament. The apostle 
Peter says, " Let all the house of Israel know assuredly^ 
that God hath hade that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. I^ then, Mr. Jones 
be correct in affirming that Lord and Jehovah are 
terms of the same import^ and the apostle be correct 
in the text just quoted; am I not authorized to say 
that God hath Tnade^ or constituted^ his Son Jehovah 
our righteousness f* 

On similar ground, and by the same Divine plea- 
sore, the Son had his name called Emmanuel — Won- 
derfiil, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting 

• 

* Jehovah our Rigkteoumess, Emmanuel, That these Bignificant 
nmes, as applied to the Messiah, are no proof that he was the living 
Qod may appear from the following ooosiaerations, tiz. 

1. " Jkhoyah oua Righteodsmiss ^ is not only applied to the Me^- 
tiah, but by the same prophet it is applied to me church or to Judah 
and Jeruwlem — ** This is the name hj which She shall be called th« 
Lord (Jehovah) our Righteousness." Jer. zviil 16. 

2. The name " Emm^vuxl*' is used three times in the Bible. Isa. Tii, 
14^ it is applied to the son of the prophetess, {probably as a type of 
Christ Matt i 28, it is applied to Christ as the antitype. But m Isa. 
Tiii 8, it IS applied to the people of Judah, *< Thy land, Emmanuel" 
Jm aU the inBtiwifies the word implied that Ood was with that people hy 
ftetdiair faiocr» But such signincant names determine nothing m re- 
spect to the dignity of the persons or the people, to whom mey are 
lypMad The name lehmael signifies " God who hear*," just as the 
name JSmnumuel signifies ** 0<3i with us." But we do not infer that 
Hagar's son was the prayer hearing God, because the angel required 
bar to " call his name JshmaeL" If it would be imi^roper to infer that 
Hagar's son was a person in Deity, it is equally improper to infer this 
of tttB Hassiah, €0 the groond of hii Dame ^knuumitet, or Jehovah ouf 



Father, and the Prince of Peace. On the very &ce 
of the prophecies, in which these names are brought 
into view, it is clearly intimated, that it is by the 
pleasure of God that the Son bears these titles. The 
' Son is manifestly the subject of the predictions^ and 
God the author. And God says respecting his Son^ 
'^ His name shaU be caUed Emmanuel — His name diaU 
be called WONDERFUL," &c. 

That it is by inheritance as a Son, and by the 
pleasure of the Father, that Christ bears the name 
God, is plainly revealed in the first chapter of ths 
epistle to the Hebrews. As the chapter was evidently 
designed to give us a correct and exalted view of the 
Son of God, and the ground on which he possesses ' 
such an exalted character, and such divine titles, I 
shall quote nine verses : 

" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, 
spake in time past unto the fethers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds ; who being the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when 
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high ; being made so 
much better than the angels, as he hath by inherit- 
ance obtained a more excellent name than they." 

Before I proceed farther in the quotations, I may 
make a few remarks. 

1. God in this passage is evidently spoken of as <me 
distinct Person or intelligent Being, accordingly the 
pronouns for God are he, his, him. 

2. The Son of God is spoken of as a Person or Be- 
ing, as distinct from God as any Son is distioMi 
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Us fiiUJier; and as distinct from God as are prophets 
« angels. .... God spake by the prophets. .... so God 
wpakebyhis Son. 

8. As a son is the image of his father, so the Sod 
of God ia represented as the express image of the Per* 
mm of GtxL 

4. The Son is heir of all things by the appointment 
of God. 

6. The Son is so distinct from God, that he can sit 
on God's right hand. 

6. By bdlng truly the Son of God, and by inhbri- 
TANCfi, Christ hath a better name than the angels. . . . 
Being HAiffi so much better than the angels, as he 
hath by inhsbitakce a more excellent name than 

they Being truly God's own Son, he inherits 

his Father's Dignity. 

In proof that the Son hath a more excellent name 
than the angels, the apostle proceeds to state £rom the 
Old Testament what had been said respecting the Son, 
and what had been sidd respecting the angels : — 

'^ For unto which of the angels said he at any time, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? 
And again, I will be to hima Father, and he shall be 
to me a Son.— And again, when he bringeOi in the 
first begotten into the world, he saith. And let all the 
angels of God worship him. And of the angels he 
sailli, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his minis^ 
ters a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith. Thy 
throne, O God, is forever and ever ; a sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou 
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; there 
fore Oodj even thy God^ hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness, above thy fellows." 

Hese we find the wifm which the. Son of God h^a 



by INHERITANCE, wliich is better than the name given 
to angels.* The self-existent God has been pleased 
to dignify his own and mdy Son with his own divine 
name. And we find also a reason assigned for this 
Divine honor : — " Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed THEE with the oil of gladness above thy fel- 
lows." 

K we consider Christ as truly the Son of God, in 
the sense which has been explained, and by inhjeritr 
ance and the pleasure of the Father possessing Divine 
dignity and Divine titles, the whole passage appears 
perfectly natural. But if we consider the Son as per- 
^sonally the self-existent and independent God, most 

serious difficulties immediately arise Why is he 

called God's Son? Why is he uniformly spoken of 
in contradistinction to the self-existent God? Why is 
he spoken of as having 2l God who hath anoinied fum 
with the oil of gladness above his fellows ? What God 
could thus anoint the self-existent God? 

The passage under consideration is not the only one 
in which the name God is applied to the Son. Nor is 
this the only passage in which the Son of God is re- 
presented as having a God as well as a Father. Christ 
said to his disciples, "I go to my Father and to your 
Father, to my Ood and to your God." And in the 
epistles we several times read of " the Chd and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" — and " the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" As Solomon, after he was crown- 
ed, had a father and a hing, so Christ, on the throne 
of the universe, had a Father and a God. If Christ 

* On fsxihet oongideratioii, it is beUeyed, that the ** name" whidi 
Chiiet has by '* inheriianctT is Bon. But still the name Ood he pos* 
---^ bj the pleMRiro of hia <* G<id iyad FftdMr.* 
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luid been the Belf*e:djBt6nt God, it would hare been 
just as proper to speak of the Ood of the FaAer^ as 
the Ghd of the Son, But if he be truly the Son of 
Ood, and as such sustains Divine offices and bears Di- 
vine titles, then no difficulty results from his being 
called Lord, Savioub, or even God. For these titles, 
as borne by the Son, do not import personal self-ex- 
istence, but what he is as the Son of Ood^ and by the 
pleasure of his Father. 

After Solomon had been anointed king by order of 
David, Jonathan reported the matter to Adonijah, and 
said, " Verily our Lord, king David, hath made Solo- 
mon king;" And it is not improbable that this event 
was typical of the conduct of God, in anointing and 
exalting his Son. And as truly as David comiituied 
his son Sok)mon to be hing^ so truly hath our heaven- 
ly Father oonstUuted his Son to be Saviour, Lord, and 
Ood. He hath invested him with Divine fulness and 
Divine authority, and conferred on him his own 
Divine names and titles. If the Son of God did not 
possess a fulness adequate to his authority, we might 
view the Divine names, as applied to him, as high 
sounding and empty tities ; but while we are assured 
that all power, or authority, is given unto him in 
heaven and earth, we are also assured that ^' it hath 
pleased the Father that in him all fulness should 
dwell ;" and that ''in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily.'' 

When, ttierefore, I speak of the Son as called Sor 
vumr, Lord and Ood, on the ground of a constituted 
duarader, I wish to be understood as implying not 
merely offidod character, but such a perfect union oi 
tlie Son with the Father, that in him properly dwellir 
the infinite fulnesa and all-sufficiency of Gh)d, so that 
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in respect to fulness as well as authority lie is one 
with the Father. 

We must suppose, that God is the best judge of the 
ground on which he styled his Son God. And we 
know, from the scriptures, that anointing with oilwsa 
an appointed ceremony of induction to ofSice. Thus 
prophets, priests, and kings, were inaugurated by the 
command of God. The oil was an instituted type or 
emblem of the Spirit ; and these ancient inaugurations 
were probably typical of tha inauguration of Christ as 
the promised Messiah ; on which occasion the Holy 
JSpiritj which had been typified by the hob/ oil, de- 
scended and abode upon him. And in the address of 
the Father to the Son, in which the Son is called God, 
the ceremony of anovnting is distinctly brought into 
view, to shew that it is on the ground of a constituted 
character that the Son is called God — "Therefore 
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows." 

John the Baptist, in his testimony concerning the 
Son of God, says, " He whom God hath sent, speak- 
eth the words of God ;" and gives this as the reason 
why the words that he speaketh are the words of God, 
" For God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto himJ' 
And Peter, in his discourse at the house of Cornelius, 
mentions " How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ohost and with power ; by which we 
may understand, that in this anointingj the Son was 
endued with Divine fulness, and invested with Divine 
authority. 

In expressing Divine commands, in foretelling 
events, and in performing miracles, the Son of Qtxi 
adopted a style of speaking, veiy difiEerent from that 
of the prophets. He did not pre&oe what he uttered 
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with "Thus saith the Lord;" but nis usual style was, 
"I say unto you" — "I will, be thou clean," &c. On 
&is ground, an argument has often been formed, in 
proof of the hypothesis that Christ was personally the 
independent God. In reference to this argument, I 
ivould ask, 

1. Was it not to be expected that God's oum Scm 
would adopt a style corresponding with his dignity as 
the Son of Ood ? Would you not expect that a king's 
son should adopt a style in speaking, different from an 
ordinary ambassador? — ^But, 

2. I would ask, whether justice has been done in 
Hrging the above argument ? It is indeed a truth, that 
Christ spake in a style different from the prophets ; 
but it is also true, that no prophet was ever more par- 
ticular and careftd than Christ was, to let it be known 
that he carrve not in his ovm name, but in the name of 
God the Father; that the words which he spake, he 
spake not of himself; and that the Father in him did 
Ihe work. How often did he declare, in the most un- 
equivocal manner, to this effect, " I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the mil of the 
Father that sent me." — " I proceeded forth and came 
from God ; neither came I of myself, but he sent me." 
— " The words that I speak, I speak not of myself." 

If John has given us a true account, Christ distinct- 
ly mentioned his being sent of the Father, nearly forty 
times. How, sir, has it come to pass, that these ideas 
have been so much kept out of view in urging the ar- 
gument from Christ's peculiar style of speaking? I 
would by no means suggest a suspicion of dishonesty ; 
but is there not evidence of a strong prepossession, by 
which good men have been led to overlook some things 
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which are of weight, and to form thdur argiuieiits 
without due consideratioii? 



LETTER V. 

HOW THE SON OF GOD BECAME THE SON OF MAN 

Hsv. Sir, 

According to your theory, the Son of Ood became 
the Son of Man " by taking to himself a true body and 
a reasonable soul," or a proper Man. It is my object 
/to prove, that the Son of G^od became the Son of Man 
by becoming himself the souL of a human body. 

It has been supposed, that the Son of God could 
not, with any propriety, be called a man on the hy- 
pothesis I have stated. But could he not with much 
more propriety be called a man, if he became the soul 
of a human hody^ than on the hypothesis that he became 
imited to a proper human soul and body or a proper 
man ? K the Son of God became united to a proper 
man, the Son and the mxin were two distinct intelli- 
gences, and the union would be properly a union of 
two persons. 

Besides, you say that this union does not imply 
that the divine nature became human nature^ nor that 
the hum^an nature became divine nature^ nor that these 
two natures were mixed or blended. These positions, 
if I mistake not, are precisely of the same import as 
the following — The Son of Ood did not become man^ 
nor did the man become the Son of Ood, nor were the 
Son of Ood and the man mixed or blended. For so 
&r as I can discern any meaning to your language, 
the Son of Ood is the same as the divine nutvare of 
Christ, and the man the same as the human nature. 
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It will hence appear, that the Son of Ood did not he- 
come MAN, but only became united to a man. 

There are a multitude of considerations and passa- 
ges of Scripture, which may be adduced in support of 
the hypothesis that the Son of God became Man, or 
the Soa of Man, by becoming the soul of a human 
body. Out of many, I select the following : — 

1. If the Man Christ Jesus had been united to a 
second divine and self-existent Person, we might rea- 
sonably expect to find, that, in some of his discourses, 
he had mentioned that union. But in no instance did 
he intimate that he was united to any divine person 
but the Father, His union with the Father he often 
mlsntioned, and he afi&rmed that it was the Father in 
him that did the work. 

2. Had the Son of God become man in no other 
sense than "by taking to himself a true body and rea- 
sonable soul," and had he been, as you suppose, per- 
sonally the iudependent God, he could not with any 
propriety have asserted his personal dependence. For 
however dependent his human nature might be, as a 
person he would have been independent and self-suffi' 
dent Yet, it is believed, we have no account of any 
other person in the Scriptures, who said so much of 
hia personal dependence sis did Jesus Christ the Son of 
God. In the most personal and most emphoMcal man- 
ner he declared, "/can of mine own selfdx) nx>ihing.^^ 
It is remarkable, that any of the friends of Christ 
should think it dishonorary to him to say that he 
was dependent, while he himself so constantly affirm- 
ed his dependence on the Father. Not only did Christ 
abundantly assert his personal dependence on the Fa- 
ther, but, as a Pebsok, and as a Son, he prayed to 

6 
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the Father />r himself as the Son of God. See his 
solemn prayer, John xviL 

3. When angels have appeared " in the likeness of 
men," they have been denominated either angels or 
men^ just as the Lord Jesns is sometimes called the 
Son of God, and sometimes the Son of Man, The 
angels who appeared to Lot, in Sodom, are, in the 
same narrative, several times called angels, and sev- 
eral times called men. The prophet Daniel, in speak- 
ing of the angel who appeared to him, says, ** The 
Man Gabriel whom I had seen in the vision." 

Shall we, sir, accuse Moses and Daniel of great 
impropriety, in speaking of those personages some- 
times as angels and sometimes as men f They were 
called men, because they appeared "in the likeness of 
rnen,^^ that is, in an emiodied state. If a transient or 
an occasional residence in bodies of human form 
might be suflBicient ground on which to denominate 
angels men, 2k permanent residence in a human body 
might be sufficient ground on which to denominate 
the Son of God the Son of Man. 

4. The scripture accounts of the incarnation of the 
Son of God contain no intimation that he took " to ' 
liimself a true body and a reasonable soul ;" but the 
contrary is plainly suggested. — "The Word was 
made flesh." John i. 14. " God had sworn to David, 
that of the fiiiit of his loins, according to the fleshy 
he would raise up Christ to sit upon his throne." 
Acts ii. 30. — " Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who was made of the seed of David, according 
to thejlesh." Eom i. 3. " Whose are the fathers, and 
of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came." Bonu 
iz.6. 

Why "were these phrases inserted, according to the 
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flesh, or concerning the flesh, but to teach us that our 
Lord is of the seed of Abraham and David only ac- 
cording to the flesh, or in respect to t/ie fl^esh f 

In the first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, 
the writer gives us a most exalted character of the 
Son of God ; and in the second, he represents his in- 
carnation. " For as much then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same." — ^Again, " Wherefore, in all 
tilings, it behoved him to be made like unto his breth- 
ren, that he might be a merciful and feithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the sins of the people : For in that he him- 
self hath suJSered, being tempted, he is able to succor 
them that are tempted." 

How, sir, are the children partakers of flesh and 
blood ? Is it by taking to themselves true bodies and. 
reasonable souls ? Is it not rather by being reason- 
ablesouls of human bodies ? Or by being in an em- 
bodied state, in union with^^A and blood f K so, then 
for Christ to become like his brethren, a partaker of 
flesh and blood, he must become in an embodied state, 
or become the soul of a human body. Before his in- 
carnation, he was not like to the seed of Abraham in 
respect to partaking of flesh and blood ; but it 
behoyed him so to be, that he might be a merciftil 
High Priest ; and that by being himself subject to 
those temptations which result jfrom a union with 
flesh and blood, he might know how to sympathize 
with us, and •to succor those who are tempted. But 
if his incarnation implied no more than his becoming 
united to a man, how was he prepared by this to be 
"touched with the feelings of our infirmities?" 

In the tenth chapter of the same epistie, it is repie- 
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sented, that when the Son was about to come into the 
world, he said to his Father, " Sacrifice and oflFering 
thou wouldst not, but a Body hast thou prepared 
me." The Son did not say, " a true body and reason- 
able soul" hast thou prepared me ; nor, a Man hast 
thou prepared me j but " a Body has thou prepared 
me." And does not his language plainly suggest^ 
that he himself was to be the Soul of that Body which 
God had prepared? Let common sense decide the 
question. 

5. There is abundant evidence, that the Person, 
who called himself the Son of Man, had pre-existence ; 
but there is no evidence that he pre-existed otherwise 
than as the Son of Ood, or the Angel of God. 

That the Son of God had pre-existence, is not 
doubted by you ; and it is amazing, that it should be 
denied by any man who professes a respect for the 
oracles of God. In addition to all that is said of the 
Son of God as the Creator, ox the one by whom God 
created all things ; and all that is said of him as the 
Angel of God ; and all that is said of the glory which 
he had with the Father before the world was ; and all 
that is said of his incarnation ; there are a multitude 
of texts which naturally import his pre-existence. 

His pre-existence is naturally implied in the nume- 
rous passages which speak of God's sending his Son 
into the world, and of God's giving his Son. The 
same idea is implied in all that Christ said of his com- 
ing forth from the Father^ and coming down from heaven^ 
and coming forth from Ood. Such representations 
naturally import that he had existed with the Father, 
with God, and in heaven, before he was sent^ or before 
he came into the world. 

To the unbelieving Jews Christ said, "IfGx)dwere 
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your Father, ye would love me : for I proceeded forth 
and came from God ; neither came I of myself, but he 
sent me." To his disciples he said, " For the Father 
himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God : I came forth 
I from the Father, and am come into the world : again 
' I leave the world, and go to the Father." 

These passages Christ spake as the Son of God ; 
and they plainly import two things — 

1. That the Son is a being distinct from God, so 
distinct that he QoyjldLproceedforOt^ and come from God, 

2. That the Son existed with God before he came 
into the world. 

Similar things Christ spake of himself as the Son 
OF Man. On another occasion he said much of his 
being the bread of God which cometh down from 
heaven. John^vL In this discourse he styled himseU 
the Son of Man. Some of his disciples were di» 
pleased with what he said on this occasion. " Wher 
Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured a' 
it, he said unto them. Doth this offend you ? What 
and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend up when 
HE ivaabe/oreP 

These several passages, compared together, plainly 
import not only the pre-existence of Jesus Christ, but 
the identity of the Son of God and the Son of Man. 

6. The personal identity of the Son of God and the 
Son of Man is plainly implied in the declaration of 
St Paul, Eph. iv. 10. Speaking of the ascension of 
Christ, he says, " He that descended is the same also 
that ascended up fer above all heavens, that he might 
fin all things." You will, sir, it is believed, admit 
that it was the Son of God who descended^ and the 
Son of Man who ascended. And if he that descended 
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is the same wlio ascended^ then the Son of God and 
the Son of Man are the same. Of course, the Son of 
God became the Son of Man by becoming the soul of 
a human body. 

7. You will grant that it was the Son of Man, or 
the Man Christ Jesus, who died on the cros3, who 
was raised from the dead, and exalted at the right 
hand of God. But all these things are distinctly and 
abundantly affirmed of Christ as the Son of God, or 
as our iordand Saviour. I have no occasion to pro- 
duce any passage^ of Scripture to prove that these 
things are said of Christ as the Son ofMan, but I may 
produce some passages to show that these same things 
are affinjied of God's own Son, by whom he made the 
worlds, and the one who is now our Lord and Saviour. 

" He that spared not his own /Sbn." Rom. viii. 32. 
"Concerning his Son Jesus Christ oub Lorp, 
which was made of the seed of David, according to 
the flesh, and declared to be the SoN OF GoD with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the re- 
surrection from the dead.^^ Rom. i, 3, 4. — "Who rais- 
ed up Jesus our Lord /ram the deadJ^ Rom. iv. 24. 
" And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will 
also raise us up by his own power." 1 Cor. vi. 14.— 
"Wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead:' 1 Thes. L 10.— "Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that GREAT shepherd of the sheep." Heb. xiii. 20. 

In these passages it is plainly represented, that it 
was in truth that Being, who is called the Son of Ood, 
our Lord, and the great Shepherd of the sheep, who 
personally died on the cross, and was raised from the 
deqd by the power of God. 

In the first chapter of the epistle to the ColossianSi 



f 



Am) aLosY OF CHBiar. 108 

^ and in the very oonnection in whicli the work of crea- 
tion is attributed to Christ, he is styled the ^^ first 
horn from the dead, that in all things he might have 
the pre-eminence." 

Eespecting this same Son our Lardj David said, 
" the Lord said lAito my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand till I make thy foes thy footstool." Of the same 
Son of Ood it is said, " when he had by himself purg- 
ed our sins, sat doum on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high." Heb. i. 3. — ^But after this Son had become 
united to the body which God had prepared, he was 
often called a man, or the Son of man. Therefore the 
same writer says, " but this man, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right 
hand of God." Heb. x. 12. 

8. Additional evidence of the identity of the Son of 
God and the Son of Man, may appear from what is 
said of Christ as the Lord and the Son, the Boot and 
the Offspring of David. 

It was the belief of the Jews, founded on prophecy, 
that the Messiah should be the Son of David — 
*• While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them, saying, What^think ye of Christ ? Whose 
son is he? They say unto him. The Son of David, 
He saith xmto them. How then doth David in spirit 
call him Lord, saying. The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand till I make thine enemiea 
thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is 
he his son?" Matt. xxii. 41 — 45. 

This, sir, was to the Pharisees an unanswerable 
question ; nor do I see that any rational answer can 
be given to it on your theory. For the question plain- 
ly supposes the Lcrrd of David and the Son of David 
to be btit one intelligent Being. But your hypothesis 
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would be, that the Lord of David was united to a MAK 
who was the Son of David. But could the Lcyrd of 
David be thus the Son of David? No, sir, the Lord 
of David would be one person, and the son of David 
another. But if the Lord of David became the soul of 
a hody which was of the seed of David, then would 
Christ be both David's Son and David's Lord. 

The other text to be considered, is this, " I am the 
Boot and the Offspring of David." 

You wiU observe, that in this passage, Christ speaks 
in Skjpersonal manner, and a£ one individual intelli- 
gence. He does not say, /am the EooT of David, and 
the man united to me is the Offspring of David. 
But as one, and only one intelligence, he says, " / am 
the EooT and the Offspring of David." 

9. In exhibiting a contrast between Adam and 
Christ, the apostle Paul says, " the first man is of the 
earth earthy, the second man is the Lord from hea- 
ven." What is here asserted of Christ, accords with 
his numerous declarations that he came down fit)m 
heaven, and came forth from God. The apostle does 
not say that the second man was united to the Lord 
from heaven ; but, the second man is the Lord from 
heaven. Suppose, sir, that Daniel had said in some 
of his writings. The man whom I saw in the vision 
was Gabriel from heaven ; what idea would his words 
have suggested ? Would you not have supposed that 
Gabriel appeared in an embodied state, or in the 
likeness of a man? You will be pleased to answer 
the question, and make the application. 

10. Christ stated to his disciples this question, 
"Whom do men say that /, the Son of Man^ am?" 
They answered. He then stated another, " Whom 
say ye that / am?" Peter replied, ^^Thou art the 
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Christ, the .Son of the living GodJ" — ^This answer 
Christ approved in the most decided manner. And 
you will be pleased, sir, to notice the definite man- 
ner in which the question was proposed and answered. 
Christ, calling himself the Son of Man, demands their 
opinion concerning him. The answer is as definite as 
the question, " TJiou art the Christy the Son of the 
living Ood^ Therefore the Son of Man is the Son of 
the living God. The Son of God was not united to 
the Sou of Man ; but the Son of God became the Son 
of Man by becoming the soul of a human body. 
Thus the second man was the Lord from heaven. 

POSTSCBIPT. 

Mb. Caleb Alexander, in his remarks on Mr. Em- 
lyn, has taken ground different from yours. He says, 
" Chnst is properly a complex Person. He has a dis- 
tinct human personality and a distinct Divine person- 
dlity — ^and yet so united as to make a complex Person. 
Christ has a proper Divine intelligence and a proper 
human inteHigenceJ'^ p. 57. He also states, that Christ 
is called the Son of God in reference to his humanity 
— " his lowest capacity and character " — ^That he is 
called the Son of God, because his '^ human nature 
was created by an immediate act." p. 43, 44. 

These positions are contradicted by Dr. Hopkins, 
in a very decided manner. And if I mistake not, 
they are contradicted by the general tenor of the gos- 
peL Those who may have adopted the hypothesis of 
Mr. Alexander, will be likely to suppose that my 
labor has been in vain in attempting to prove that the 
Son of God and the Son of Man mean the same in- 
telligenoe. For this they would have admitted with- 
out proo£ 

5* 
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Though I respect Mr. Alexander, I cannot say that I 
am any better pleased with his theory than I am with 
yours. But as I do not leam that his views have been 
generally adopted, I shall say but little respecting 
them. * 

In respect to personality, I must think that he takes 
more correct ground than Dr. Hopkins : for if it be 
true, that in Christ a Divine Person is imited to a 
proper man, no reason can be given why they should 
not be considered as two Persons. But will it not 
plainly result from Mr. Alexander's theory, that He 
who died for our offences was strictly a human Per- 
son, and no more than a man ? That Person might 
indeed be the Son of God in his sense of the terms ; 
for in his view the Son of God was no mor6 than a 
man — a man united to a Divine Person. But why is 
this man called God's ovm and only Son, the only be- 
gotten of the Father? — He was " created by an imme- 
diate act," says Mr. Alexander. And so was Adam; 
and so, probably, were the angels. How then is 
Christ God's only Son? Why is it represented as 
so great a display of God's love, to give such a Son 
to die for us ? If there be any great display of Di- 
vine love on his theory, must it not be found in this, 
that God accepted the obedience unto death, of one 
man, as an atonement for the sins of the whole world? 
As much might, perhaps, be said, had Moses died for 
the sins of the world. 

Bat if Christ be called the Son of God in respect 
to his " lowest capacity and character," why did HB 
never speak of his having a higher character than 
that of the Son of God ? How came the Jews to ac- 
cuse Christ of blasphemy, for saying that he was the 
Son of God ? Would the Jews ever have thought of 
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pociising him of blasphemy for saying that he was 
"created by an immediate act ?" or for saying, in the 
■pune sense that Adam was, I am the Son of God ? 
Chxist received worship as the Son of God ; was it on 
ihe ground that he was " created by an immediate act ?" 



LETTER VI. 

TBCE PEECEDING DOCTRINES ALL IMPLIED IN PHILIP- 

PIANS n. 5—11. 
Bjey. Sm, 

No portion of Scripture has, perhaps, been more 
abundantly quoted, nor more fiilly relied on, by Atha- 
nasian writers, than Philippians ii. 6. Tlds text, 
therefore, with six other verses in connection, I shall 
attempt to examine. And I flatter myself that you 
will be convinced that the Athanasian theory can 
have no support from this passage ; and that, in it, is 
fairly implied several of the propositions which I have 
aimed to establish. 

The verses to be considered are the following — 

5. " Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus; 

6. Who being in the form of God, thought it not , 
robbery to be equal with God : 

7. But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: 

8. And being foimd in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself and became obedient imto death, even 
the death of the cross. 

9. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name : 

10. That at the name of Jesus eveiy knee should 



108 OK THE BBAL DIVINITY 

bow, of things in heaven, and things in earfch, and 
things under the earth ; 

11. And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

In the preceding verses, the apostle had, in the most 
affectionate manner, exhorted Christians to humiUty, 
condescension, and benevolence. To enforce his ex- 
hortation, he urged the example of Jesus Christ, who 
was rich, and yet for our sakes became poor ; and the 
glorious reward which God bestowed on him for what 
he had done and suffered. To exhibit the example of 
Christ in a just and striking light, he distinctly brought 
into view his state of godlike splendor and majesty 
before his incarnation ; who being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 

The Son's being in the form of God, most proba- 
bly refers to the glory he had with the Father before 
the world was, the glory that he had in God's creat- 
ing all things by him, and the glory that he had as the 
Angel of God's presence. 

But as this verse is so much relied on in support of 
the doctrine that the Son is personally the self-exist- 
ent God, it behoves me to be the more particular in 
the examination. It is not, for me, easy to discern 
any thing in the sixth verse, nor in the whole connec- 
tion, which has the least appearance of favoring that 
idea, unless it be found in the import of the word 
equal — " thought it not robbery to be equal with God." 
The argument is simply this. No Person but the self- 
existent God can be equal with the self-existent God; 
therefore the Son is the self-existent God. And the 
utmost that can possibly be meant, in any case, by the 
word equal^ is insisted on as the only possible mean- 
ing of the term; and that too in the &ce of the natUf 



AND GLOBY OP CHRIST. 109 

ral import both of the text itself and the connection. 
For it is urged that the Son is absolutely , essentially^ 
BudindependenUy EQUAL with God. And this con-- 
stniction of the term seems to be urged with as much 
confidence as though the word had never been, and 
never could be, usedin'a qualified sense. 

But, sir, is it a truth that the word eqital always im- 
plies absolute equality in the persons or things which 
are said to be equal ? Does it always imply equality 
in every respect f — ^And do we not often use the term 
in regard to two persons who are supposed to be wn- 
equai in several respects ? When we say of a son, 
that he is equal with his faihery do we ever mean that 
he has existed as long as his father ? or that he and 
his father are but orve being f May not a son be ad 
rich as his &ther, and yet have derived all his riches 
from his &ther7 Might not Solomon be equal to 
David in auttvoriby^ though he derived all his authori- 
ty from David ? 

It is, sir, no robbery for a king's son to. think of 
himself according to the authority or dignity which 
his &ther has given him. — ^David said, as it is sup- 
posed, respecting Ahithophel his counsellor, " But it 
was thou, a man, mine egmtZ, my guide, and my ac- 
quaintsmce.^' Do you, sir, suppose, that these words 
imply that Ahithophel was, in all respects, David's 
equal ? K David had said, " a man my companion^^' 
would not this term have expressed about the same 
idea as the word equal f Why then should you be so 
very positive, that the term eqiuil, as used by the 
apostle, must mean an absolute equality, even a co- 
etemity of God and his Son ? 

Let us notice another text which evidently respects 
JesuB Christ : '^ Awake, sword, against my shg> 
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herd^ and against the man that is mj fellow.^' May i 
not be reasonably supposed, that^Zfoz^; in this tex 
means the same as equal in the other ? 

But the very text in dispute, may perhaps be foun< 
to contain sufficient evidence that Christ is not th 
self-existent God; and that God and Christ are a 
distinctly ^i<;o Beings as any other fether and son. 

" Who being in the form of God "—Is not Chris 
evidently spoken of in contradistinction to God ? li 
he be a Person in contradistinction to the self-exist 
ent God, he is certainly not the self-existent God 
unless there be more Gods than one. If the apostl« 
had been speaking of the Father, and had said of him 
" Who being in the form of God, thought it not rob 
bery to be equal with God," would not such a repre 
sentation of the Father have been a manifest impro 
priety ? But if the Son be the self-existent God, sud 
language with respect to the Father would be as pro 
per as in respect to the Son. 

By th^form of God, we may understand the sam( 
as the similitude or image of God — Christ is declarec 
to be " the image of the invisible God " — "the exprea 
image of his Person." But does not every body knoii 
that a Person and the image of his Person are dis 
tinct objects? and that it is impossible that any Per 
son should be the image of himself? Seth was flw 
image of Adam ; but he was not Adam, nor wa 
Adam and Seth the same being. — ^Itis, however, true 
that an image often bears the nam£ of the Per90f 
represented. So Christ, by the pleasure of God 
often bears the Divine Names of his Father. 

If, by the term God, be intended three Persons, tt 
Mr. Jones suggests, then for Christ to be in theyb/Tn ^ 
Qod^ he must be in the form of three Persons. 
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The terms, also, eqiuil wiOi Ood, plainly import tliat 
Christ is a Person distinct from God. Two Persons 
are here compared together, one of them is God, the 
other is the Son of God ; and of the Son it is asserted, 
in some sense, that he is equal with Ood. If I were to 
say that Solomon thought it no robbery to be eqiml 
with David, would yon suppose that I meant to assert 
that Solomon and David were but one and the same 
Being?* 

Besides, in the connection of the text, the Son is 
represented as a Being so distuict from God, that he 
could obey and die, and after that be exalted by Godj 
and have a name given Aim, which is above every 
name- Kow, sir, if there be no more Gods than one, 
as you readily admit, and if Christ be personally the 
self-existent God, I wish to be informed by what God 
CTirist was exalted? Or, on what ground it can be 
said that God exaUed him ? 

May I not safely conclude, that this text is so fiur 
from supporting the Athanasian doctrine, that it fairly 
implies that God is only one Person^ and that Christ is 
truly God's Son ? 

My next business will be to show how the passage 
of Scripture, which has been quoted, supports the 

* Since vritiDg these remarks, I examined Dr. Doddridge's Family 
Ebqxmtor. The phrase ** equal with Ood^ he does not admit as a cor- 
rect translation. According to him, the text should be read, ** thought 
it not robbery to be a« QodP The Greek phrase is laa 9<6i, and the 
Doctor says, ** the proper Greek phrase K>r equal with Gody is ivov 
r» Oecn." And these are the words used by John, in stating the ao- 
cosation of the Jews against Christ — John y. 18, "making himself 
e^wd with Oodr 

But a late learned Trinitarian writer has approved the following 
trandation of the text, ** Who being in the form of God, did not eageriy 
grasp at the resemblance to God." ** This," saj[s the writer, ** oonyeya 
the troe sense of the original." Eclectic Beview of the "Improred 
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doctrine that the Son of God became Man, by becom- 
ing the soul of a human body. 

The passage teaches ns, that Jesus Christ, who was 
in the form of God, made himself of no reputation, 
and took on him tlie form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness o/meuy and was found in fashion as a man. 

Be pleased, sir, to observe the correspondence be- 
tween this representation and the other passages of 
Scripture — "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us" — " God sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh" — " In all things it behoved him to 
be made like unto his brethren" — " Forasmuch then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself took part of the same." Does not the na- 
tural import of all these passages, whether severally 
or collectively considered, convey the idea that the Son 
of God became Man by becoming the soul of a human 
body ? Can you perceive the least intimation in any 
of these passages, of any soul but that of the Son of 
God? 

Had it been recorded in the bible, that Satan, or the 
angel Gabriel, for a number of years, was made in the 
likeness of men, and was found in fiishion as a man, 
what idea would such a representation excite in yonr 
mind ? If Satan were the pei'son, should you imagine 
that he dwelt in a man ? or, that he merely assumed a 
human body ? 

You will be pleased to observe, that the text does 
not say that the Son of God was united to a Man ; but 
was " mxide in the likeness of men.^'' It does not say 
the Son of God was found in a man, but was ^^f<mnd 
in fashion 05 a ManP And what can be intended by 
ah unembodied spirit's being made in the7ifen«a e/ 
iTieTi, but his becoming in an embodied state ? And 
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vrhat is it to be found in fashion as a man^ but to be 
found Wee a man with soul and body united ? If it 
were common among men to have two intelligent 
spirits united to one body, then might the Son of God 
be made in the likeness of men^ by " taking to himself a 
trae body and reasonable soul." But if it has never 
been known among men that two intelligent spirits 
were united to one body, then for the Son of God to 
be made in the likeness ofmen^ and to be found ixi fashion 
as a Man, he must become the soul of a human body. 
And I would propose it for your most serious consid- 
eration^ whether the Athanasian theory, of the incar- 
nation of the Son of God, does not come nearer to the 
scriptural view of poss'ession, than it does to the scrip- 
tural view of incarnation. 

I do not, sir, mention thia comparison with any 
view to make light of the subject, or to ridicule your 
theory ; but to enforce an examination. Aaid is there 
not much more evidence, that, in a case of possession, 
Satan took " to himself a true body and a reasonable 
soul," than that Christ did so by incarnation ? Be- 
sides, in a case of possession, it is easy to conceive that 
the Man might suffer, and even die, and yet Satan be 
not at all aflfected by the suiBFerings and death of the 
Man : and just so you suppose that the Man Christ 
Jesus might suiBFer and die without any pain to the 
Son of God. 

In respect to what constitutes a Man in the present 
state, what more do we know than this, that an intel- 
ligent spirit is united to a human body, so as to con- 
stitute one Person ? While one affirms that the souls 
of men are properly produced by ordinary generation, 
the same as the body, another will affirm that the soul 
or spirit is the immediate work of God, and united to 
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the body in a state of embryo. And these two, per- 
haps, will unite in conf dently affirming, that ChrisI 
could, .with no propriety, be called a Man, if his soul 
had pre-existed as the Son of God. But if a true body 
and reasonable soul united, will constitute a man, is it 
not unsafe for us to affirm that the Son of God could 
not become a Man by becoming the rational soul of a 
human body? 

K I have not misunderstood him. Dr. Emmons dif- 
fers from Dr. Hopkins, and supposes that the souls of 
men are not propagated like their bodies ; but are the 
immediate work of God, and by him united to .bodies. 
To this hypothesis I do not object ; I am ignorant on 
the subject. But I do not see how the Doctor, or any 
who agree with him, can reasonably say that, on my 
hypothesis, Mary was not properly the mother of a 
son. For if the Son of God were united to a body in 
the womb of Mary, and bom of her j he was, according 
to Dr. Emmons's hypothesis, as truly the son of 
Mary as Seth was the son of Eve. And it is just as 
conceivable that a pre-existent spirit should be united 
to an infent body, as a spirit formed at the very mo- 
ment of union. 

The portion of Scripture which we have under con- 
sideration, fairly supports another idea upon which I 
have insisted, viz. That the Son of God was the red 
sufferer on the cross. He who had been in the form of 
Ood, when found in fashion as a Man, hxmibled him- 
self and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 

On your hypothesis, the Son of God was truly and 
personally the self-existent God. I ask, then. Did the 
self-existent God become obedient unto death, even tfm 
death of the cross f K he did, who supported the uni- 
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verae during that event ? And who raised him from 
the dead? 

But you will say, that it was the Man Jesus, to whom 
the Son was united, who became obedient unto death. 
But does the apostle say anf such thing? The obe- 
dience unto death he attributes to the same intelli- 
gence who had been in the form of God. For the 
Son of God to suffer, and for a Man to suffer to whom 
the Son was united, are as distinct ideas as any two 
which can be named. And what trace of the latter 
idea do you find in the apostle's description ? 

The idea, that it was truly the Son of God who 
obeyed, suffered, and died, and not another intelligent 
being to whom he was imited, is plainly asserted in 
other passages of scripture — " Though a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered " — " Who his OWN SELF bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree " — " We are reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son " — " But now once in the end 
of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
5acn^ o/" himself." 

A vast multitude of texts of similar import might 
be produced. And can you, sir, pretend that these 
texts do not support the idea that the Son of Grod, as 
such, did realty suffer? Can you find any language 
which could more fidrly or more fully express the idea 
that the Son of God was the real sufferer f And shall 
we still be told that this same Son was personally the 
self-existent God, and incapable of death or suffering t 

I cannot, sir, but feel most deeply interested, when 
I happen to touch on this point, : and I hardly know 
when, where, or how to dismiss it. It cannot be ad- 
mitted, that God is chargeable with any imposition on 
mankind. And yet, what, short of an imposition, 
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would it be for him to pretend that he has so loved the 
world as to give his only begotten son to suffer an 
ignominious death for our redemption, if at the same 
time this Son was so spared^ as y ur theory implies ? So 
spared, that all the sufferings of the cross were endured 
by a Man to whom the Son was united ; and the Son 
himself as free from pain and death as though there 
were no such thing as suffering and death in the 
universe. No possible union between the Son of God 
and a Man could render it proper to caU the sufferings 
and death of the Man the sufferings and death of the 
Son, if it be true that the Son did not suffer nor die. 
And on this hypothesis, the sufferings of the Man 
might as well be called the sufferings of Gabriel, or the 
sufferings of God the Father, as the sufferings of the 
i&m of God, Must the sun be darkened, must the rocks 
be rent, must the earth quake, and nature be thrown 
into convulsions, while the Son of God suffers and 
dies on the cross ? Must the angels show so deep an 
interest in that scene, and must all the world be called 
on to behold with wonder and astonishment, the height, 
and depth, the length, and the breadth, of the love of 
God, as displayed in that event ? Must all the re- 
deemed of the Lord unite in songs of everlasting 
praise to the Son of God, because he hath loved them 
and redeemed them to God by his own blood ? And 
can it, after all, be made to appear that the Son of 
God suffered not at all, unless it were by proxy or 
substitute ? 

May it not, sir, be fairly iiiferred from your theory, 
that instead of the Son of God's dying for us, that 
the Man Jesus died for the Son of Godf K the Son 
of God had covenanted with the Father to lay down 
his life for us, but instead of bearing the suffering him- 
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selj^ united himself to another intelligent being, and 
caused the sufferings wholly to fall on that man, did 
not the Man die for him? And to whom, sir, are we 
indebted for the redemption purchased on the cross ? 
To the real sufferer^ or to the one who " suffered not in 
the least?" To the Man, Jesus, or to the Son of God ? 

Most gladly, sir, would I recall every syllable I ever 
uttered in support of a theory so opposite to the na- 
tural import of scripture language, so degrading to the 
love of God, and so dishonor ao'y to the Lord of glory. 

There is smother point stated in the passage, viz., 
that ths high official character which the Son of God 
sustains as Lord of the imiverse, is the result of God's 
pleasure, and not any thing which the Son possessed 
as a self-existent or independent Being. Having stated 
the abasement of the Son, his obedience unto death| 
the apostle says, 

"Wherefore God hath highly eocaUed Hnf, and 
orvBN HIM a name which is above every name ; that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 

L^ it, sir, in the power of language to give a more 
full idea of a constituted chaiucter, or of delx- 
OATED AUTHOEITY, than is given in these words of the 
apostle? Is not the representation perfect and unequi^ 
vocal, that the same Being who was once in the form 
OF God, then in fashion as a man, who humbled him- 
self and became obedient imto death, was, in conse- 
quence of that abasement, exalted by the self-existent 
God, to supreme and universal dominion? Did not 
the apostle mean to be understood as representing ex^ 
ixwoT^&Mxry and reaL cJumges of condition in Jesus 
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Christ the Son of God? Did he not mean to repre- 
sent that the first change of condition was a voluntary- 
act on the part of Jesus Christ,. that he voluntarily 
descended from the form of God to the farm of a 
servant, and voluntarily became obedient unto death ? 
If this change of condition was not real and voluntary 
on the part of the Son of God, why is he exhibited 
as an example of humility, condescension, and be- 
nevolence ? Why are we required to let this mind be 
in us which was also in Christ Jesus? But if the Son 
of God was realh/ the subject of this change of condi- 
tion, if he did reaUy and truly suffer and die, can he be 
the Son of God in your sense of the terms? In other 
words, can he be the self-existent God? 

In regard to the second great change of condition — 
did not the apostle vn/ean to represent, that for the 
suffering of death, the Son of God was rewarded by his 
Father with transcendent dignity and glory ? Did he 
not mean to represent, that the very identical intelli- 
gent Being, who hung in agony, who prayed, who 
bled and died on the cross, was exalted hy God as Lord 
OF ALL ? But if the real sufferer on the cross was thus 
exalted by God, then, according to your own views, he 
could not be the self-existent God ; for you cannot 
admit that the self-existent Person may either be the 
subject of death, or of delegated authority. The self- 
existent God could no more be raised to the throne oi 
the universe, than he could suiBFer death on the cross. 

As Athanasian writer^ have found it necessary, or 
convenient, on their theory, to attribute all that is said 
of the obedience, the suffering and death, of the SoN 
of God, to the human nature, or the rruxn Jesus, to 
whom they suppose the Son of God was united ; so, 
on the other hand, they have found it convenient^ or 
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neoesBarji to attribute wliat is stated in the Scriptures 
respecting the exaltation of the Son of God, to the 

same man oi human nature. As they have perceived 
that it must be improper to attribute real abasement^ 
mffermg and deaik^ to the self-existent God, so it ap- 
pears they have perceived that it is equally improper 
« to suppose a self-existing Person should be capable of 
derimng or receiving either yW/iess or authority from 
any other Person. And as they have supposed the Per- 
son who is called the Son of God, to be the self-exist- 
ent God, so they have found it necessary to the support 
of that theory to attach to this Person a proper man, 
capable of obedience, suffering, and death, and also of 
receiving communicated fulness and authority. 

According to Mr. Jones, and other writers, it was 
the man Jems, in contradistinction to the /Sbn of God, 
who received the Spirit without measure — ^to the man 
was given the name which is above every name— it 
was the man who was ordained of God to be the Judge 
of the quick and the dead — ^and the man who was 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows. 

In view of these representations, I would propose 
to your consideration the following inquiries : — 

1. If the Son of God were self-existent and inde- 
pendent, and the man or human nature but an appen- 
dage to a self-existent Person, what occasion could 
there be of any communication from the Father to 
that man or human nature ? K, as a Son, that Person 
were the independent God, as a Person he possessed 
independent fulness and authority ; and no addition 
or accession to his fiilness or authority could possibly 
be made by the Father. 

2. If the Son of God, as such, were possessed of in* 
dependent and infinite fulness and authority, and iu 
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addition to this the Father gave the human nature of 
the Son the Spirit without measure, and all power in 
heaven and earth, will it not appear that the same 
Person was possessed, in a two-fold sense, of infinite 
fulness and authority ? 

8. If the Son of God were united to a proper man, 
and that man, in contradistinction to the Son of God, 
was endued by the Father with all the fulness of the 
Godhead, and invested with all power in heaven and 
earth, what is the office or business of your supposed 
second self-existent Person ? It is beheved, sir, that 
you cannot make it appear that the man Christ Jesus 
received any support, fulness, or authority, or even 
benefit from any Divine Person but the Father — ^As a 
derived intelligence, aU he received was from the Fa- 
ther. But, 
4. K the man Christ Jesus may be the recipient of 
the Spirit vnthout measure of all the fulness of Ood ; 
if he may be eooaUed with God's own right hand, and 
made a Prince, and a Saviour, and the Judge of the 
quick and the dead ; I would ask what evidence you 
have of the existence of a second Person in union with 
God, distinct from the soul of that MAN who was the 
Lord from heaven ? 

8. K it was in fact the Man Jesus who was the sub- 
ject of all the abasement, suffering, and deaih, whidi 
was endured for oiir sakes ; and if it was the Man who 
has been the subject of aU the exaltation which is in 
the Scriptures attributed to the Son of God; is there 
not abimdant evidence that the Man Christ Jesus and 
the Son of Ood are identically the same intelligent 
Being? And that the Son of God became the Man 
Christ Jesus by becoming the soul of a human body. 

You may think, sir, that I ou^t to notice that all 
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Athanasian writers do not agree with Mr. Jones, that 
it was the human nature of Christ, or the Man merely, 
who is represented as receiving /wZ/ies* and avthxnrity 
from the Father. I am sensible, indeed, that there is 
another opinion advanced by some writers of great 
respectability ; and it is to me a matter of regret, that 
I have occasion to bring it into view ; for, if it be 
possible, it is to me more inconsistent than the opinion 
of Mr. Jones. — ^The opinion referred to is of this im- 
port. That the representations in Scripture, respecting 
the derived fulness and authority of the Son, result 
^from the covenant of redemption, in which a mutual 
agreement was entered into by the Three self-exist- 
ent and co-etemal Pebsons, respecting the part which 
each should perform in the work of redemption. 

Dr. Hopkins gives the following view of these cove- 
nant transactions : — 

" The second Person was engaged to become incar- 
nate, to do and to suffer all that was necessary for the 
salvation of men. The Father promised, that on his 
consenting to take upon him the character and work 
of a Mediator and Redeemer, he should be every way 
furnished and assisted to go through with the work ; 
that he should have power to save an elect nimiber of 
mankind, and form a church and kingdom most per- 
fect and glorious: In order to accomplish this, all 
things, all power in heaven and earth, should be given 
to him, till the work of redemption is completed." 

The Doctor observes again, 

" The blessed Trinity, in the one God, may be con- 
sidered as a most exalted, happy, and glorious society 
or fiimily, uniting in the plan of Divine operations, 
especially in accomplishing the work of redemption. 
In ihiSy each one has his part to perforx}!, according 

e 
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to a most wise, mutual regulation or agreemenl^ 
which may be called a canvenant In performing these 

several parts of this work, one acts as superior, and 
another as inferior; or one acts under another, and by 
his authority, as appointed or sent by him. This, by 
divines, is called tiie economy of the work of re- 
demption. According to this economy, the Son, the 
Eedeemer, acts under the Father, and by his will and 
appointment, and in this respect takes an inferior 
part ; and in this sense he is supposed to speak, when 
he says, the Father is greater than /." 

I confess to you, sir, that I cannot but be amazed 
and grieved to find such representations in the writ- 
ings of so great and so good a man as Dr. Hopkins. I 
am amazed, because I must suppose that he was so 
blinded by theory as not to pay due attention to the 
import of what he wrote. And I am grieved, that a 
man so eminent should do so much to expose Chris- 
tianity to the ridicule of unbelievers. 

" A glorious society or family /" — A family of what ? 
Not of men? not of angels. What then? A family 
of self existent and independent Persons, each of whom, 
,as a distinct Person, the Doctor supposed to be GoD. 
And if we pay any regard to the natural import of 
language, what are we to denominate this family, 
short of a family of Gods? I very well know that 
the Doctor denied the idea of a plurality of Gods : nor 
would I intimate the contrary ; and I most sincerely 
wish that all his reasonings and representations had 
been consistent with that denial. But, fer from tliis, 
he has not only undertaken to prove that each of 
these self-existent Persons is God, but in the very pas- 
sages under consideration he represents these Persons 
as properly distinct Beings, as distinct Beings as any 



AND GLOBT OF CHBIST, 128 

three angels in heaven. They can enter into covenant 
with each other — each can have a distinct part eissigii^ 
ed him — one can be superior , and another act under 
hiniy or by his order— one can send the other on the 
most important business ; and what more than all this, 
I beseech you, would be requisite to constitute them 
three as distinct beings as Peter, James, and John. 

But the most extraordinary of all these representa- 
tions are the engagements of the Father to the Son — 
" The Father promised, that on his consenting to take 
upon him the character and work of a Mediator and 
Redeemer, he should be every way /w/TiwAed and as- 
sisted to go through the work ; that he should have 
potjoer to save an elect number of mankind. — In order 
to accomplish this, all things, all power in heaven and 
earth, should be given" to him, until redemption is 
completed." 

Be pleased, sir, to keep in mind, that the Doctor 
was writing about two self-existent, independent, and 
all-sufficient Persons. Was it possible that he should 
suppose that an independent person ever became cfe- 
pendent f Did the independent God ever cease for a 
moment to be independent? If the supposed self-eo^ 
isient Son did not become a dependent agent by incar- 
nation^ what could be the ground or occasion of the 
Father's promises that he should he furnished and cw- 
sisted, and have all things, all power in heaven and earthy 
GIVEN TO HIM ? I am not, sir, meaning to deny, or 
to doubt, the fact respecting the existence of these 
promises of the Father to the Son. The Doctor has 
proved the existence of these promises of assistance 
and support in the connection of the paragraphs quot- 
ed. But my question is. Why were these promisea 
made f They were either needful^ or they vxre not To 
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Bay they were made, and yet not needful, would be im- 
puting to God a kind of trifling which would be de- 
grading to a wise and good man. But if they were 
needful, it must be on one or other of these grounds, 
viz. either the Son was originally dependent on the 
Father by incarnation, or he became dependent hy in- 
carnation. That he was originally dependent, you and 
the Doctor positively deny. What ground then have 
you left but this, that a self-existent and independent 
Person became dependent by incarnation ? I see no 
possible groimd but this which you can take, unless 
you prefer to reduce the solemn transactions in the 
covenant of redemption to a mere show. 

But can you, sir, believe that an independent person 
ever became dependent? K you maintain this posi- 
tion, it must be at the expense of another which you 
have wished to maintain, viz. the absolute immutability 
of the Son of God. 

For an independent person to become dependent, is, 
I suspect, as great a change as was ever experienced 
by any creature ; and as great as for a man to be 
-changed from entity to non-entity. But this is not 
all — if you support the hypothesis that the Son be- 
came dependent by incarnation, you must do it at the 
expense of the immutahility of God. K it be as you 
suppose, that the revealed God was three independent 
Persons, and one of those Persons has become a de- 
pendent Agent, Deity has been changed, and has ceased 
to be three independent Persons in one God. 

Will you, sir, think of evading these objections, or 
solving these diBBiculties, by saying that the Son did 
not reaUy become dependent, but only apparently, by 
.becoming united to a dependent nature f This, my 
£dend, will increase the difficulties^ by xepresentixig 
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the part acted by the Son as not real, but only in ap- 
pearance, as well as the part acted by the Father. On 
this hypothesis, the Son would put on the appearance 
o£ needing his Father's support, when in fact he did 
not need it — he would put on the appearance of obey- 
ing the Father, when in feet he did not obey ; and <rf 
suffering and dying, when in feet he did neither die 
nor suffer. 

Will you say that the engagements of the Father 
to the Son were of this tenor, that he would support 
the human nature to which the Son should be united ? 
If so, I ask what need had the Son of this ? Was he 
not ^>cr507ia% sufficient for the support of his human 
nature ? Again, I ask, if the engagements of the 
Father to the Son were, that he would support the Man 
to whom the Son should be united, what part had the 
Son to perform ? Was it not simply this, that he 
should appear to become dependent by becoming unit- 
ed to the Man, and the Father wouldytimwA, a55w^ and 
enable the Man to do the whole business oi obeying and 
suffering t And is this, sir, the ground of our obliga- 
tions to the Son of God ? Is this the ground on 
which the redeemed of the Lord sing " Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain ?" 

It is, sir, painful to me thus to expose the theory I 
once attempted to maintain, and which has been advo- 
cated by some of the greatest and best of men. But I 
view it to be a duty which I owe to God, and to his 
Son who has given himself for us. And while I sin- 
cerely lament that the representations of Dr. Hopkins, 
on which I have remarked, are to be found in the 
writings of a man so justly esteemed, it affords me 
abundant joy that the Bible itself is not chargeable 
with goch inconsistent repreeentatkmfl. 
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As I understand the Scriptures, the promises of the 
Father were made to one who was in truth and reality 
the Son of God — ^to one who ever was dependent on 
the Father, who ever felt his dependence, and was 
ever willing to acknowledge it — one who could pray 
with propriety and sincerity while in the flesh ; and 
in view of his dependence^ in view of the covenant of 
redemption^ and in view of the sufferings he was about 
to. endure, he could lift up his eyes to heaven, and 
Bay, " Father, the hour is come, glorify thy Son, that 
THY Son may also glorify thee : as thou hast given 
HIM POWER over all flesh, that he should give eter- 
nal life to as many as thou hast given him : And this 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I have 
glorified thee on earth; I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the ghry which 
J had with thee before the world was^ 

To a Son who could, in sincerity, make such a 
prayer, the Father might, with perfect propriety and 
sincerity, make promises of assistance^ of support^ of 
power and eocaltation. On this ground, the covenant 
transactions between the Father and the Son may 
appear solemn and affecting realities; and likewise 
all the subsequent proceedings on the part of the 
Father, and on the part of the Son. With this view, 
also, agree all the predictions respecting what the Son 
should do and suffer ; all the promises of Divine as- 
sistance and support ; all that is said by Christ of 
himself, of his dependence, his derived fulness and 
authority ; and all that is said by the apostles respect- 
ing the ftdness of the Deity dwelling in him ; and of 
the power and authority which Christ received of God 
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98 Saviour^ Judge, andLordofaU. We Haye no occa- 
sion for BXij forced or unnatural construction of any of 
thefle numerous passages of Scripture ; nor have we 
any occasion to ^07726 and invent hypotheses which 
contradict the plain import of Scripture language, and 
finally inyolye us in contradiction and absurdity. 

Is it not, sir, a truth, that the personal self-existence 
of the Son of God has been too hastily established as 
an article of Christian &ith ? — established as an article 
of sm^h unquestionable truth and infinite importance^ that 
eyeiy oppos^ag passage of Scripture must be made 
to bend to it, or break before it? And that too while 
the general tenor of Scripture language and Scrip- 
ture representations are, according to the most natu- 
ral import of words, directly opposed to the idea ? 
Yea, with the yiew to glorify Christ with the attri- 
butes of personal self-existence and independence^ haye 
not hypotheses been formed which imply a sacrifice 
of the solemn realities of the covenant of redemption, 
and of the obedience and death of the Son of God? 
And in attempting to support this one doctrine, haye 
not the plainest and most simple representations of 
Scripture, and even the whole gospel scheme, been 
involved in mystery and obscurity ? Surely, sir, be- 
fore we allow any doctrine such a share of import- 
ance, we ought, at least, seriously to inquire whether 
it be founded in the word of God. 

As the doctrine of the personal self-existence of the 
Son of God has long been a popular doctrine, have 
we not on that ground received it as true, and made it 
our business to support the doctrine before we ex- 
amined it by the light of God's word? And instead 
of making the Scriptures a standard by which to 
mooMure the doctrinei^ have we not been in the hahii 
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of makmg the doctrine a stakdabd by wluch to nu 
sure the Scriptures ? 

Will you, sir, still urge that Christ cannot be a I 
vine Person unless he be self-existent? By what a 
thority, or by what analogy, will you be able to sn 
port such an objection ? Nothing more was necessa 
to constitute Seth a human person, than being the s< 
of a human person. And if God be a Divine Perse 
his ovm Son must be a Divine Person. According 
every analogy in nature, to affirm that Jesus Christ 
God's ovm Son implies that he is a febson tbu] 
Divine, 



LETTER VII. 

DIVINE HONORS DUE TO THE SON OF GOD. 

Bev. Sir, 

That the Son of God is to be regarded as an obj< 
of Divine honors, is so plain from the Scriptures, tl 
it seems extraordinary that it should ever have be 
denied by any one who has-admitted the Bible as 
rule of faith and practice. — In support of the idea, ' 
may noteseveral things— 

1. We have express declarations of the wiU of Gk 
" The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
judgment to the Son, that all men should honor 1 
Son even as they honor the Father." This is a su 
cient warrant for men to give Divine Honors to t 
Son of God. Angels have their warrant also ; 3 
" When he bringeth in his ONLY begotten into i 
world, he saith. Let all the angels of God WORSB 
HIM." — ^And we have another passage which amom 
to a warrant both for men and angels : " Whereft 
God hath highly exalte^d him, and given him a naa 
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which is aboye every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth." 

2. We have the example of saints on earth and 
saints in heaven. In respect to saints on earth, we not 
only have many individual instances recorded, but 
the great body of Christians in the ap<5stolic age were 
characterized as " those who caU on the name of the 
Lard Jesus" That .both angels and saints in glory- 
pay Divine honors to the Son of God, is represented 
by John in the account he gives of his visions : " And 
I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beasts and the elders ; and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing : And every crea- 
ture which is in heaven, and on the earth, and imder 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, heard I, saying. Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever." 

To those who regard the Scriptures as of Divine 
authority, the things which have already been noted 
may be considered as sufficient to authorize us to pay 
Divine honors to the Son of God ; even if we should 
be unable to investigate the grounds of the Divine di- 
rections, and of the examples of saints and angels. It 
may, however, be desirable that we should obtain a 
clear view of the reasons why such honors are to be 
given to Jesus Christ. — ^We may therefore observe, 

1. That Divine honors are due to the Son of God, 
QU the jninciple of derived dignity. He is God's oum 
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SoTij his Ftrst-begotten, his ordy begotten Son; and he 
hath, by inheritance, a more excellent name than the 
angels. On the same principld- that an oum and only 
son of a rightful king is to be regarded and honored 
as a royal person, Divine honors are due to the Son of 
God. 

2. The Son of Q-od is worthy of Divine honors, on 
the ground of his Divine fvlrwss ; for it hath pleased 
the Father that in him all fulness should dwell. That 
fulness which Christ possesses by the pleasure of the 
Father, is really Christ's fulness ; and it is as excel- 
lent considered as the fulness of Christ, as it is con- 
sidered as the fulness of the Father, The self-existence 
of God does not imply that he was the cause of his 
own existence or his own fulness. And God is, in truth, 
no more the cause of Ws own fuhiess than Christ is the 
cause of the Divine fulness which dwells in him by the 
pleasure of God. If, therefore, the ftJness there is in 
Orod be a proper ground on which to give HIM Divine 
honors, the fulness there is in Christ is a reason why 
we should honor the Son as we honor the Father — ^that 
is, so far as Divine fulness is the ground of Divine 
honors. 

8. The Son of God is worthy of Dixnne honors, on 
the ground of his Divine offices. It is a dictate of rear 
son and revelation, that official character should be 
respected and honored. And the higher the office any 
person sustains by right, the greater are the honors 
which are due on the ground of official character. 
The official character of a general demands highei 
honors than that of a corporal — ^the official character 
of the president of the United States demands hightf 
honors than that of an ordinary civil magistrate. And j 
on the same principle, Divine honors are due to At 
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Son of God : for his offices are truly Divine. The of- 
fices of Sayiour, Judge, and Lobd of all, are ai 
truly Divine^offices as any offices sustaine<l by God 
the Father. And if there be any reason to give Divine 
y honors to God in view of his Divine offices, there is 
i the same reason to give Divine honors to the Son of 
God: for the Son has not obtained these offices by 
violence or usurpation, but by the pleasure of God, 
who had an unquestionable right to bestow them« 
» And if he truly possess those offices by the gift of 
the Father, so &r as official character may be .a groimd 
' of DrviNE HONORS, Christ is as worthy of Divine 
[ honors as though he had possessed the same offices by 
i self-existence. Therefore, on the ground of official 
J ^ chxiTQjcUr^ we may hyrvor the Son as we honor tJie Father, 
^ 4. The Son of God is worthy of Divine honors, 
f on the ground of Divine works. Creation is a Di- 
I vine work; and by him were all things created. 
^ Upholding and governing the world is a Divine work ; 
r and he upholdeth all things by the word of his pow- 
i er ]* and he is Lord of all. Salvation is a Divine 
r work; and God hath exalted him to be a Prince and 
a Saviour — ^The price of redemption he has person- 
ally paid ; and he is made head over all things to the 
church. Judging the world is a Divine work; and 
the Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son. 
It is indeed a truth, that God does all these things by 
his Son ; but the Son is the real agent or doer of these 
things, as truly as Paul was the author of the epistles 
to Timothy. 

* J3iB\k is. In his Familj Expositor, Dr. Doddridge expresses the 
opiiiioii, that the phrase " hit power " intends the power of the Father ; 
and the ooostniction of the sentence is in favor of his opinion. But this 
u DO objectkn to ibe idea, that the power, by which the world is upheld, 
IS also truly ChrUCt power. It is the power of God, originally and inde- 
pamSMdfy, tod ihepowerof ChrUt by the pleasure of the Father. 
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It is a principle of reason and common sense, as 
well as of revelation, that great and excellent worial 
are a proper ground of honor. When the eldeiB of 
the Jews came to Christ to request &vor in behalf of 
the centurion, whose servant was sick, in commenda- 
tion of the centurion the elders said, That, " he is 
worthy for whom he should do this ; for he loveth our 
nation, and hath built us a synagogue." What 
honors have been paid to Washington, on the grotmd 
not only of the important offices he sustained, but on 
the ground of the important works he performed! 
Now, if more honor has been due to Washington da 
the ground of his works, than has been due to the 
meanest soldier in ^is army, or the meanest peasant 
in community, Divine honors are due to Christ on the 
ground of his Divine worhs. A greater than Wash- 
ington is here ; one who has done greater things; one 
who hath loved our race, and built us a world, and 
filled it with the jfrviits of his kindness , yea, one who 
hath so loved us as to give himself, his ovm life, for our 
redemption. But Q-od raised him from the dead, and 
" exalted him with his own right hand." God viewed 
him worthy of Divine honors, on the ground of what 
he had done, " wherefore God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow" If it was not 
improper for God to place the Son on his own right 
hand, it is not improper for us to pay Divine honors to 
his name. 

From the evideace we have in the sacred writings 
that Divine honors are to be paid to the Son of God, 
it has been inferred, that the Son is personally the 
self-existent God. And so confident have some been 
that this inference is in&llibly correct, that thej h«ff 
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ventoxed. on the supposition it be not so, to implicate 
■: the Christian world in a charge of gross idolatr;, and 
. the God of tnitli in a charge of self-contradiction and 
inconsistency. Is not this, sir, for fsillible creatures, ^ 
carrying things to a great length? And does it not 
imply such a degree of confidence in the correctness 
of their own understandings, as none should possess 
until they arrive to that state where they shall see as 
they shall be seen, and know as they shjJl be known ? 

But what, sir, is the ground on which this extraor- 
dinary confidence rests? Is it not a principle, taken 
for granted, which has no real foimdation in reason, 
analogy, or the word of God ? Yea, a principle which 
is contradicted by analogy, and by as plain representa- 
tiouB as are contained in the oracles of truth? The 
. principle taken for granted is this, That it is impossi- 
ble with Ood to constitute a ohabagteb which shall 
be worthy of Divine honors; therefore, if Jesus 
Christ be not personally the self-existent God, he can- 
not be an object of Divine honors. 

But, sir, be pleased to admit, for one moment, the 
possibibity that Christ is just such a Person and char- 
acter as I have supposed him to be — ^truly the Son of 
the jiiviNa God, God's own and only Son — a Son 
in whom it hath pleased the Father that aU fulness, 
should dwell — one truly united to Deity and by God 
invested with the Divine offices of Saviour, Lord, and 
Jvdge: What but DivirveJumors are due to his name ? 

What says analogy ? — ^By David's pleasure, we be- 
hold Solomon placed on the throne of Israel ; and we 
see the friends of David and of Solomon giving him 
the honors which were due to the son of David and 
hmgoflaraeL We also see the Son of God, "for the 
m/jffering of death, crowned with glory and honor,'' 
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seated on the riglit hand of the Majesty on high, ex- 
alted by God, as Lord of all ; and shall we pronounce 
it idolatry to pay him divine Jwnors as the Son OP GOD, 
• and the constituted Lord of the universe ? Or shall we 
arraign the conduct of God, and pronounce it absurd 
for him thus to exalt his OWN Son ? 

But what saith the Scriptures? When they repre- 
sent Christ as an object of Divine honors, do they not 
uniformly represent him as a Person as distinct from 
God as he is from the Fatheb ? Is there one instance 
in which he is represented as the self-existent God, 
and on that ground worshipped? — ^In regard to those 
declarations of the Divine will respecting the honoring 
of Christ, or the worshipping of Christ, is he not in 
the plainest manner distinguished from the self-exist- 
ent God? All judgment was committed unto him 
by the Fatheb, that all men should honor the Son as 
they honor the Father. Was he not a Being dis- 
tinct from the one who committed all judgment unto 
him? Li the connection, he calls that Being his 
Father ; and Peter says, that Christ commanded his 
disciples to preach and to testify that it is He who is 
ordained of God to be the judge of the quick and the, 
dead. Therefore, when he is honored as the Judge, 
he is honored as one ordained of God. He is then, in 
this case, plainly distinguished from God. It was God 
also who brought him into the world, as the ONLY 
BEGOTTEN, and said, " Let all the angels of God t«w- 
ship HIM." It was God also who ^^exaited him;'' 
and God gave him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow. 
In aU. these cases, the Son is as clearly distinguished 
from God, as Solomon is, in any place, distinguished 
from David. 
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As there is no declaration importing that Christ 
should be worshipped or honored m being personally 
the self-existent God, we may perhaps find, that, in 
the examples of worshipping Christ, he was honored 
or worshipped as a Being distinct from God. "When he 
had stilled the tempest, they that were in the ship 
came and worshipped him, saying, " Of a truth thou 
art the Son of God." And in several instances he was 
worshipped under this title. By the woman of Canaan 
he was worshipped as the Lord, the Son of David. 
Can any person of candor and discernment suppose, 
that in either of these cases he was considered as per- 
flonally the self-existent God ? The terms they used 
certainly import no such thing. To be the Son of 
God, and to be the self-existent God, are ideas as dis- 
tinct as David and the Son of David. The angels 
were not required to worship him as the self-exjstent 
God ; but the self-existent God required them to wor- 
ship Christ as the only begotten Son of God. When 
John, in the Eevelations, gives us such a striking re- 
presentation of the worship or Divine honors paid by 
all the angels and saints to Christ as the Lamb of 
God, the Lamb, in the representations, is clearly dis- 
tinguished from God as another intelligent Being — 
as one who had been slain — as one who had re- 
deemed us to God by his blood. No one, it is hoped, 
will pretend, that God, ffie self-existent, was ever slain; 
yet when Divine honors were paid the Lamb, the 
angels and the redeemed of the Lord said, " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing." 

liere is not, perhaps, a more striking representa- 
tion of Divine honors paid to the Son of God, in any 
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part of the Bible, than those wHcIi are giyenby John 
in the Bevelations ; yet all those honors were paid ta 
one who could say, ^'I am He that liveik^ and was dead^ 
and, behold, I live forevermore ;" and to one whom 
the worshippers considered as having been shm. 
Then, as true as it is that God was never personally 
dead, so true it is that Jesus Christ may receive divine 
honors as an intelligent Being, personally distinct from 
God. 

It may not be amiss here to notice an extraordinary 
idea suggested by Mr. Jones, in regard to the Lamb. 
Speaking upon tibese words, " Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood," and feeling 
the impropriety of supposing that God suffered and 
died^ he informs us that by the Larnb is intended " the. 
Messiah's humanityJ^ [p. 32.] That tlie title Lamb in- 
eludes the Messiah's humanity, is not denied : but that 
the term Lamb means the Messiah's humanity in con- 
tradistinction to his own proper nature as the Son of 
God, may not be admitted. If the name Lamb mean 
the " Messiah's humanity," in the sense suggested by 
Mr- Jones, we may properly substitute the terms "J/es- 
siaKs humanity,'^ whenever the word Lamb is used as 
denoting Christ. 

Let us then make use of the substitute in the con- 
nection from which Mr. Jones selected the text. 

** And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne — 
stood the " Messiah! s humanity^'* as it had been slain^ 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God : and he came and took the book 
— ^And when he had taken the book, the four beasts 
and the four and twenty elders fell down before the 
" Messiah's humanity ^'^ — and they simg a new song, 
si^ying^ Thou art worthy to take the book, and to opeo^ 
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die seals thereof; for thou wast slain, &c. — ^Worthy 
is the " Messiah's humanity " that was slain, to receive 
power, &c. — ^Blessing, and honor, and power, unto 
him jthat sitteth on the throne, and to the " Messiah's 
humanity " forever and ever." Rev. eh. v. 

To such absurdity, sir, are great and good men some- 
times reduced, in attempting to support a theory in 
opposition to the plain Lp^rt of s^^ture language. 
H^d Mr. Jones duly regarded the natural meaning of 
the terms the Son of Ghd, and believed that he was 
made in the likeness of menhj becoming the soul of a 
human body, that he really suffered and died on the 
cross as the anjitype of the paschal Lamb, he might 
then have considered the Lamb, seen by John, as the 
Messiah himself and not the ^^ Messiah's humanity,^ 
But if an Athanasian writer may so construe the 
names of the Son of God, as implicitly to represent 
all the heavenly hosts as worshipping the " MessiaKs 
humanity^'* may I not escape censure in regard to the 
hypothesis that God hath exalted his ovm Son, and con- 
stituted him an object of Divine honors f 

What I you may say, are we to have two Gods? 
No, sir; my object is to prove that we have but one 
self-existent God, by proving that, in the view of God, 
of angels, and of saints in glory, the Son of God is an 
object of Divine worship ; not indeed, on the ground 
of self-existence, but on the ground of his dignity as 
God's own and only Son, and the constituted Lord and 
Saviour of the world. 

But, sir, let it be distinctly understood, and never 
forgotten, that while we thus honor the Son of God, 
we honor the Father also. Christ taught his disci- 
ples this doctrine, He that receiveth me, receiveth 
him that sent me ; and he that despiseth me, despiseth 
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him that sent me* And when he taught the Jews thai 
the '' Father hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, that all men may honor the Son even as they ho- 
nor the Father," he subjoined, " He that honoreth not 
the Son, honoreth not the Father that sent himJ^ And 
when Paul stated to the Philippians how God had ex- 
alted hi$ Son, and given him a name above every name, 
that every knee should bow to the name of Jesus, he let 
them know that the Divine honors to be paid to Christ 
were ^^ to the glory of God the FatJierJ'^ 

On whichsoever of the groimds that Uave been 
stated, we pay Divine honors to the Son of God, the 
same are, at the same time, paid to the Father. 

K we honor the Son on the ground of the Father's 
requirement^ we thus honor the Father. 

K we honor the Son on the principle of derived dig* 
nity as the Son of God, the character of the Father 
is the primary ground of the horu/rspaid to the Son. 

Kwe pay Divine honors to Christ on this ground, 
that " in him dweUeth all the fulness of the Godhead," 
we honor the ftilnessof the Father, as truly as when 
the person of the Father is immediately honored. 

K we honor the son on the ground of his official 
character and the Divine authority he possesses by the 
pleasure of the Father, as the constituted Saviour, 
Lord, and Judge of the world, it is not only the au- 
thority of the Son, but the Father's authoeity in 
HIM, which we honor and adore. 

If we honor him on the ground of his Divine tuorka 
as Creator and Lord, the Father in him does the 
work. 

If we honor the Son on the ground of his abase-^ 
ment, suffering, and death, for our sokes, we are at the 
same time to remember^ that '^ God so loved the world| 
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that HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN" SoN " — ^and that it 
is " UNTO God " that the Son hath redeemed ua by hig 
blood. 

Therefore, in every point of view, and on every 
ground, the Divine honors which are paid to the SoK 
are " to the ghry of God the Fathery 

Is it not, sir, surprising, that Christian writers 
should have been so unguarded as to assert, that if 
Jesus Christ be not personally and truly the self-ex- 
istent God, then the Christian church in all ages have 
been guilty of " gross idolatry ;" and that the religion 
of Christ " is so far jfrom destroying idolatry, that it is 
only a more refined and dangerous species of it?" If 
such writers have incautiously implicated themselves 
in a charge of idolatry, it is hoped they will not blame 
me for that To accuse them of idolatry, or to view 
them as guilty of it, is far jfrom me. For though the 
correctness of their views, in respect to the ground on 
which Divine honors are due to the Son of God, is 
doubted, yet in my view they have not given him 
more honor than is due to his name. They may have, 
indeed, in support of their theory, said things re- 
specting the personal self-existence and independence 
of the Son of God, which are more than are true ; but 
it is doubted vHether any Christiaa on earth, in his 
devotional views and feelings, ever ascribed so much 
real excellency and glory to Christ, as are properly 
due to his name. 

If, you, sir, entertain the idea, that my views of the 
real excellency^ glory, and hve of Christ, have been low- 
ered down by adopting the present theory, be assured 
that the very reverse of your apprehensions is the 
truth. While supporting your theory, and speaking 
conformably to it, my language importejd ideaa re* 
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specting Christ wliicli now appear incorrect But it 
is one thing to adopt fcrms of speech of high import^ 
and another to have distinct and impressive idecis of 
real majesty^ dignity^ and ghry. And while formerly 
using language which imported the self-existence and 
independence of Christ, my ideas respecting his great- 
ness and glory, as a distinct Person from the Father, 
were very confused and indistinct. For it was im- 
possible for me to form a definite idea of what could 
be meant by Person^ on the theory of three Persons in 
one Ood or one Being. The Son of God, as xmited to 
the man or human nature of Christ, was to me a cer- 
tain something^ aboiU which the term self-existen6b and 
independence were used by me as by others, but (^ 
which no definite idea was conceived, any more than 
of that in bodies which is called the principle or power 
of attraction; excepting when, by the aid of analogy, 
the Son of God was viewed as a distinct intelligent 
Being. But as this was contrary to the theory, when 
that occurred my mind was necessarily confused. 
But on the present theory, the natural import of 
Scripture language, in view of analogies, affords me 
ideas of the majesty, the glory, the dignity, and the 
love of Christ, far more (Mstinct, exalted^ and impres' 
sivey than any which ever entered my mind on Atha- 
nasian ground. 

Here it may be proper to notice more particularly 
the self-contradiction and inconsistency, in which it 
has been supposed God must be involved if his Son be 
not self-existent — The parts of the supposed contra- 
diction are of the following tenor, viz. 

On the one hand, God has positively prohibited the 
worship of idob, or any god but himself. He has 
said, ''I am God^^and there is none else. Then shall 
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have no other gods before me." " I am the Lord, thai 
is my name, and my glory I will not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images." 

On the other hand, God said respecting his Son, 
" Let all the angels of God worship him" — ^And he 
has given him a name above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

In view of such passages, it has been inferred that 
Christ is personally the same God who has made these 
declarations, or there must be a contradiction^ Ta 
show that neither of these inferences is correct, is the 
design of the following observations, 

1. If Jesus Christ be truly the Son of the self-ex* 
istent God, he is neither a graven imager an tdaly nor a 
false god. Hence, 

2. A prohibition respecting the vm^ship of graven 
images^ or idols^ or false gods, amounts to no prohibi- 
tion of paying Divine honors to the Son of God, aa 
the Son of God, or the constituted Lord of the univerae. 
Therefore, 

3. Consistently with all that God has said in the 
Bible against the worship of graven images, of iddsj 
or of faise gods, he might exalt his Son, and require 
men and angels to pay Divine honors to his name. 

It may still be thought, that if the Son be not the 
self-existent God, but has been exalted by God as an 
object of Divine honors, then God has given his glory 
to another, contrary to his own word. It may there- 
fore be observed, 

4. For God to give his glory to another, in the sense 
of the text alluded to, must imply doing something 
respecting another or authorizing something to be 
done respecting another, which is dishonorary to hiTn> 
8el£ To glorify another, or to cause another to bo 
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glorified, in a manner whicli contributes to his oum 
glory ^ is perfectly consistent with his declaration Ihat 
he tvill not give his glory to another. To make out, then, 
that there is so much as the shadow of a contradiction 
in the case, it must be made to appear, that to pay 
Divine honors to the Son of God, as the Son OF Gon, 
and the one in whom the JFather is ever well pleased, 
is dishonorary to the Father. But to prove this, 
will be a task which probably very few will venture 
to undertake. 

By those who have urged this supposed oontradio- 
tion, has it not been taken for granted, that the Son 
of God may be a distinct Person from God the Father, 
and yet the sdfsame Being ? And should this, sir, 
be taken for granted 7 But if it be, still the texts 
which they rely upon for the support of the supposed 
contradiction, do as fully import a prohibition of Di- 
vine honors to any other Person but the one who 
made the declarations, as to any other Being. In 
those texts God does not represent himself as ikree 
Persons^ but as orve individual Person — "/ am Qvd^ 
and there is none else — Thou shalt have no other 
gods before 7ne — ^/am the Lord^ and my glory /will 
not give to another." — Therefore, if these passages 
amount to a prohibition of paying Divine honors to 
the Son of God, as being truly the Son of God, they 
equally prohibit paying Divine honors to the Son con- 
sidered as a distinct Person from the Father, whether 
self-existent or not The self-same Person is represent- 
ed as saying at one time, / am the Loni, and my gloiy 
I will not give to another — At another .time he says 
respecting the Person who is called his only begotten 
Son, " Let all the angels of God worship him." And, 
if these passages would involve a contradiction on thd 
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hypothesis that the Son is a Person truly bebiyed 
from the Father, they involve precisely the same con-* 
tradiction on the hypothesis that the Son is a sdf-ex- 
utent Person DISTINCT fix)m the Father. 

Having thus endeavored to show, from the Scrip- 
tares, that Divine honors are due to the Son of God, 
and the grounds on which they are due, and also to 
obviate what has been viewed by some as insurmount- 
able objections to the theory, you will suffer me now 
to appeal to your own conscience, and ask, whether 
my views of the honors due to the Son of God do not 
harmonize with your own jpraotical vietus SLndfeelvngs, 
and with your zLstial forms of speech in prayer and 
praise? Beflections on my own former views and feel- 
ings, and observations in regard to the prayers of my 
Athanasian brethren, encourage me to do this. 

In respect to my own experience, adopting the pre- 
sent theory has given no occasion to vary my forms 
of speech from what was natural and usual with me 
before, in regard to the Son of God. And it is ob- 
served, that the prayers of my Athanasian brethren, 
so fer as the Son is mentioned, agree with my present 
views ; excepting when they appear to wish to intro- 
duce some particular expressions to communicate or 
support their particular theory . It may not then be 
amiss to class myself with you and them, and observe 
how ive pray. 

We occasionally address petitions to Christ as the 
Son of God, the Lord of all, the Bedeemer of our 
souls, or the Head of the church. We sometimes 
distinctly thank him for his kindness and mercy in 
laying down his life for our redemption ; and for the 
benefits we receive through his mediation and atone- 
Bttit But in this particular, perhaps we are gene- 
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Tally deficient ; and mucli less frequently biing the 
* Son into view in our prayers than would be proper. 
In our ascriptions of praise at the close of our pray- 
ers, we frequently and properly mention the Father and 
the Son aa two distinct Persons, or intelligent Beings. 

But in general, we address our prayers to God as 
one distinct Person and Being. We bless the name 
of this ONE God for his kindness and love in giving 
his own Son t6 die for our offences. And the forms 
of speech which we use clearly convey the idea that 
God is one distinct intelligent Being, and his Son an- 
other ; as distinct as any other Father and Son. We 
beseech God to bestow £elvouis through the mediation 
and atonement of his Son. We plead with. God on 
the p-ound of what his Son has done and suffered for 
us. We adore God for having exalted his Son as Lobp 
of all, and making him Head over all things to the 
church. And, in conformity to the language of Scrip- 
ture, we make use of thousands of expressions which 
denote as clear a distinction between God and his 
Son as are ever made between Abraham and Isaaa 

And, however inconsistent such a distinction may 
be with the Athanasian theory, it is a distinction to 
which we are naturally led by our intimacy with the 
language of the Bible. And these forms of speech are, 
it is thought, a correct expression of the habitbud and 
practical views, even of Athanasians themselves, in 
their devotional exercises. Believing this to be the 
case, and that it is consistent with the manner in 
which Divine honors are paid to the Son of God by 
saints and angels in heaven, who can believe that the 
Christian church have been guilty of " idokiiry^^ in the 
homage they have paid to the '^ Lakb of God V 

In considering him as the self-existent God, it is 
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dioiiglit my brethren have been under a mistake : but 
not in Considering him as an object of Divine honors ; 
nor is it apprehended that in their hahitiuil and devo* 
Uonal feelings they have ascribed more honor than is 
due to his name. And so fer as they have fallen short 
of beliemng, fseltngj and acknawkdging the awful reali- 
ties of the personal abaserruBnty suffermg, and \ieaih of 
the SoK of God, so fer they have, in my opinion, in 
one particular, fellen short of giving him due praise. 

The ten times ten thousand, and the thousands of 
thousands, who were observed by John as paying 
honors to the Son of God, did not say, Worthy is the 
Lamb who united himself to a man that was slain; 
nor did they say, " Worthy is the " MessiaJi^s humaniti/^ 
that was slain : but, " Worthy is the Lamb, that was 
slain, to receive," &c. 

In a preceding verse the redeemed do not say, 
*Thou art worthy to take the book, and to loose the 
seven seals thereof; for the man to whom thou wast 
united was slain : but, *^ Thou art worthy — for thou 
WAST SLAIN, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood." 

Must it not, sir, appear on your hypothesis, either 
that Divine honors were paid to the ^^ Messiah's hur 
munity,^^ or that the self-existent God was personally 
slain? As you will deny both^hese positions, let me 
ask, how can you consistently join the song of the re- 
deemed, till you renounce your theory? Can you 
ever, consistently, say, Worthy is the Lamb that was 

8LAIK? 

postscript to letter VII. 

So &r as I have had opportunity to be acquainted 
with the views of others, it has been, in general, pro- 
fessedly conceded by AihanamanSy by Azians^ and by 

7 
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Sooixiiazia, that there can be but one object of DiTina 

honors ; and that if Christ be not personally tike self- 
existent God, to vxyrship or to pray to him, must be 
idolatry. 

But, sir, are not God and the Son at his right 
hand^ two distinct objects? Are not God, and the 
Lamb, two distinct objects? When God said respect- 
ing his Son, " Let all the angels of God worship him," 
is the meaning the same as though he had said, Let 
all the angels of God worship me ? Suppose an earthly 
]dng should exalt his own Son, and give him the 
right hand as a co-partner with him on the throne, 
and require all his subjects " to how the knee" and 
pay royal honors to the son ; woTild not the father aifd 
the son be still two distinct objects? And have we 
not reason to believe, that it is in allusion to such 
events that we have it represented in the Scrip- 
ture, that God hath exalted his Son with his own right* 
handf 

If God has, in very deed, given all thingi^ into the 
hands of the Son, and exalted him to be Lord of all, 
can it be idolatry to worship him according to the 
rank assigned him by God? Can it be improper or 
criminal to pr^ to him who is thus able to help us, 
and praise and thank him for what ?ie is, and for what 
he has done for our sakes ? 

When you say that it must be idolatry to worship 
or pray to Christ, unless he be the self-existent God, 
do you not implicitly accmse Ood of establishing idola- 
try ? For the Divine honors to be paid to the Son 
are instituted by Ood. Besides, do you not arbitrarily 
attach ideas to the terms worship and prayer, which 
do not necessarily or naturally belong to them? viz., 
Thftt xvorship and prayer imply, that the object war- 
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shipped and addressed is acknowledged to be person- 
ally the self-existent God, by him who worships oi 
pray«. 

But by what authority do you attach such ideas ta 
the words worship SiXidi prayer f May not a child how 
the knee to his fiither, and ask forgiveness for an offence, 
or pray for favors which the father can bestow? May' 
not a subject do the same before a worthy king? 
The word worship is used to express the reverence oi 
respect paid by an inferior to a superior ; and iji pro* 
portion to the degree of disparity, is the degree of 
homage and respect which is due. 

Shall it, sir, be deemed consistent ior a poor male- 
&ctor to bow the knee to one whom the people have 
exalted as president of the United States, and suppli- 
cate favor? And shall it be deemed a cnme to make 
supplication to Him whom God hath exalted with his 
own right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and remission of sins ? It is not indeed 
proper to pray to the president as to the self-existent 
God ; but it is proper to address petitions to him, and 
to pay homage to him according to his rank or dignity. 
Nor is it in my view proper, in addressing prayers to 
Christ, to consider him as the self-existent God. Yet 
it is proper to pray to him, and to worship him as 
LoBD OF ALL ; as a Being whom God hath seen fit 
to. "Exalt with his own right handf^ and as one in 
whom God, by all his fulness, dwells. 

And how, sir, can we be in subjection to God, un- 
less we cheerfully " how thb knee " to the Son, and ac- 
knowledge him to be " Lord, to the ghry of Ood the 
Faihe9'P^ The worship paid to the Son is called Di- 
vine ; not because it is divinely required ; but because 
in my view the Son. is a Divine Person ; a Person of 
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Divine Origin and Dignity^ of Divine Fulness and' 
Authority. 

If you, sir, are surprised to find me thus approving 
the idea of paying Divine honors to two distinct objects^ 
will you not be still more surprised, should it be def 
monstrated, that, on your theory, Divine honors must 
be paid to three distinct objects f 

Your theory supposes three self-existent Persons or 
Agents ; and each of these three distinct Agents jou 
consider as an obfect of Divine ivorship. As you dis^ 
avow the idea of three Gods, it would be ungenerous 
to accuse you of worshipping tliree distinct Gods. 
But, that you profess to worship tiiree distinct objects^ 
as God, how can you in truth deny ? Is not every 
distinct person or agent a distinct object of contemplation ? 
And are not three distinct persons as clearly three dis- 
tinct objects as three trees f Is it possible for you, or any 
other man, to form an idea of three distinct persons 
which does not include three distinct objects f 

It has, sir, been urged, on your side of the question, 
that we can easily conceive of the Father as one dis' 
tinct Person, of the SoN as ajiother distinct Person, and 
of the Holy Ghost as a ihirddistinct Person ; and thq 
difficulty is, to conceive bow these ffiree distinct Per- 
sons can be but one Being, or one God. This part of 
the hypothesis is acknowledged to be mysterums. ani 
totally inconceivable. Your worship, therrfore^ tnusl 
be paid to the three Persons as to three distinct objects ; 
for if you worship the three Persons at all, you must 
worship them according to your conceptions, and not 
according to what you do not conceive. If you have 
no conception of the three, otherwise than as three 
distinct Persons, you can have no conception of Uxoxa 
otherwi3e than as three di^inct objects. 
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From my own experience as an Athanasian, suffer 
me to appeal, sir, to your conscience, whether you 
ever did conceive of the Father and the Son otherwise 
ihan as two distinct objects. When yow. address the 
Father, and ask fiivors through the mediation of Ai 
Son, do you not conceive of the Father and the Son as 
iwo distinct objects ? And do you not consider your- 
self as addressing one of the distinct objects, and not 
the other f When you address a prayer directly to the 
Son, as the Head of the Church, do you not conceive 
HIM as an object distinct from the Father? And 
when you consider the three Persons as (me God^ do you 
not consider them as being as distinctly three ob- 
jects as THREE MEMBERS of ONE COUNCIL ? More- 
over, do you not hve the Son of God as a distinct 
object from the Father, and the Father as a distinct 
object from the Son ? If you speak oi the three Per- 
sons as three objects^ if you conceive of them as three 
objects^ and if you hve them as three distinct objects, is it 
not undeniable that you worship them as ^ree objects ? 

If you say that worshipping one of the three is 
worshipping the whole, why are you not satisfied with 
the worship of Socinians ? They profess to worship 
one of the three, as possessing all possible perfection. 
But with this you are not satisfied. And why not? 
Because, in your view,, the other two Persons are neg- 
lected and treated with dishonor. The other two Per- 
sons, you say, are worthy of the sam^ honors as the 
Father. And does it not appear from this, that you 
consider Oiree distinct otjects as worthy of Divine hon- 
ors ? Besides, is it not a common thing for writers and 
preachers to take pains to prove that each of the three 
Persons are worthy of eqiuil honors? And are they 
not fond of using expressions of this import in prayer ? 
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Is it not, then, evident, that they do consider the three 
distinct Persons ad three distinct objects f When we have 
but one object in view, we do not say equal hmwra 
are due to tha^ object ; it is, then, in view of three dis- 
tinct objects that they say that equal honors are due to 
the Father, the Son, and the Hob/ OhosL And every 
time they say this; they implicitly say there are three 
distinct objects equally yforihj of Divine HONOKS. 

Now, sir, is it not clearly evinced that your theory 
does imply the worship of three distinct objects as God ? 
Yet to fix upon you the charge of worshipping three 
Oods, is not in my heart ; doubtless while you wor- 
ship the three distinct objects, you do it conscien- 
tiously, believing that in some mysterious, inconceiva- 
ble manner, these three distinct objects are so united 
as to be but one Ood. Such was the case with me, 
and such it is believed is the case with you. 

Suppose a venerable council, composed of A, B, 
and C, by whose benevolence you have been benefit- 
ted — You address to them a letter of gratitude — In the 
first place you address them as one body or council; 
t^en you distinctly thank A, as moderator, for pro- 
posing the plan ; you thank £, as an advocate, who has 
exposed himself to insults for your sake; you thank 
C, for some special agency in carrying into effect the 
result of council — ^You then conclude with an ascripr 
tion of equal thanks to A,. B, and C, as one couw^^ 
Let me ask, have you not distinctly addressed three 
distinct objects f 

Is it not, then, in vain to pretend that you worship 
but one olject, while you, in your prayers, distinctly 
name thbes and thank each for some distinct agency t 
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LETTER VIII 

THE TWO THEORIES COMPABED, IN BESPECT TO 
CHRIST, CONSIDERED AS A SUFFERER ON THE CROSS, 
AS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD, AND THE LORD 
OF THE UNIVERSE. 

• 

RxY. Sm, 

Perhaps it may be usefiil to enter into a more 
critical examination of your theory^ as it respects the 
character of HIH by whom the atonement was made 
for the sins of the world. 

For the purpose of examination, let it be admitted 
as true, that the Father and the Son are two self-ex- 
istent and co-equal Persons, and that the incarnation 
of the Son implies his union to such a proper Man as 
you suppose Jesus of Nazareth to have been. Let us 
in the next place make the supposition, that the Man 
Jesus had been united to the Father instead of the Son, 
in as strict a manner as it is possible that Ood and 
Man should be united. If the Father be equal to the 
Son, a xmion of the Man to the Father would imply 
precisely the same ^gnity as a union with the Son. 
Then suppose, that in that state of union with the 
Father, the Man Jesus had suffered on the cross; 
would not his sufferings have been of precisely the 
same value as an atonement, as in the case of his suf- 
fering in union with the second Person ? This, it is 
presumed, you will not deny. 

Permit me now to ask, whether the sufferings and 
death of that Man^ could, with any propriety, be call- 
ed the sufferings and death of GoD the Father f More- 
over, as on your theory the value of the sufferings of 
the cross results not firom the dignity of the reai suf- 
ferer^ but&omthei%ni!^yof the Person to whom the 
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Man was xinited, we will ftirther suppose, that this 
Man^ in a state of union with the Father, was called 
the Son of God ; would not the atonement for the sins' 
of the world have been precisely the same that it is 
on your hypothesis ? The sufferer would '^'prtcm- 
ly the same, and the Person with whom the Man was 
united,would be of precisely the same dignity. And, 
on this supposition, would there not be a far greater 
propriety in saying that the Son of God died for us, 
than there is on yours ? If that Man united with the 
Father should be called the Son of God, and did really 
lay down his life for us, it might then be a truth that a 
Son of God did die for us. But on your theory, what 
propriety could there be in such a representation, any 
figurther than the Man is considered as the Son of God? 
But as you consider the Son of God as having com- 
pl^ existence^ and even self-eodstence^ distinct from 
the Man^ the incarnation implied a union of two intel- 
ligent Beings, as properly so as Gabriel and Adam. 
The first of these "suffered not in the least," but on 
the Man was laid the iniquities of us all. 

What then, sir, is the difference in the character of 
him who really bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree, considered on your theory, or on the Socinian 
theory ? You may indeed suppose the Man to be more 
intimately united to God, than is supposed by Socini- 
ans. But the second self-existent Person, or even a 
pre-existent Son of God, suffered no more according 
to your theory than according to theirs. The suffer- 
ings, on both theories, were all really endured by a 
proper Man, whose first existence began less than for- 
ty years before his death ; a man who never had pos- 
sessed even the shadow of pre-existent dignity, richeSi 
or glory, and who was in no higher sense the Son oJF 



AND OLOBY OP CHRIST. 16$ 

God, tlran Abraham or Moses. You may indeed say, 
lixat " the Man Jesus was united to the Person of the 
^n of God ;" but this very assertion implies that the 
Son and the Man were two distinct intelligences ; and 
that the Man was not truly the Son of God, but an- 
other intelligent being united to the Son of God. 

Suffer me now, sir, in an impartial manner, to ex- 
hibit in contrast, the different theories we have adopt- 
ed as they respect the character of Him who was really 
slain for us, and who hore our sins in his own body on 
the tree. 

On your part the case stands thus. The sufferings 
of the cross were wholly endured by a Man^ who 
was somehow mysteriously united to a second self- 
existent Person, whom you call the Son of God. Yet 
this Person you call the Son of God, endured no share 
in the sufferings of the cross ; the Man only suffered 
and died. This real sufferer had never enjoyed one 
moment of pre-existent dignity or glory. ' He knew 
nothing what it was to be in the Father's bosom ; and 
as he never had been rich, he knew nothing what it 
was to become poor^ in any other sense than is known 
by other poor children who are bom into the world. 
His " being bom, and that in a low condition," was 
a matter to which he had never consented. He lived, 
indeed, a life perfectly exemplary, and died a death 
truly distressing. But this /Sim, to whom you suppose 
this Man was united, was so &r from sharing a part 
in the suffering of the cross, that he only enabled the 
Man to bear a greater portion of sufferings than he 
would otherwise have been able to endure. But can 
this circumstance be considered as any real favor to 
the Man f Indeed, sir, can you see that this Man ever 
ifceived the I^iwt besu^fitfiW i^ union with joxamip* 
7* 
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posed self-existent Son, from iLe time lie was bom in 
the manger, to the moment he expired on the cross? 
So far as the inspired writings have informed me, this 
Man derived all the benefits which he did derive, from 
God the Father. And why should it be thought to 
contribute greatly to the dignity of this Man to be 
united to a Person from whom he derived no maimer 
of assistance or support, unless it were to enable him 
to endure a greater portion of real sufferings f 

On the other hypothesis, the sufferer on the cross 
was a very different character — He was truly the Son 

, of the living God, had long been in the bosom of the 
Father before the foundations of the earth were laid, 
" as one brought up with him, and was daily his de- 
light." He was highly honored by the Father in the 
great work of creation ; for God created all things by 
him. In him it pleased the Father that aU iulness 
should dwell. He was as intimately united to the 
Father, as it is possible the Man Jesus should be, on 
your theory, to a second self-existent Person. He was 
honored by the Father as the Angel of his presence 
on the most solemn and interesting occasions, and was 

. truly in the form of God : for he was the " image 
of the invisible God." But while in this state of pre- 
existent glory, he beheld our perishing state ; he saw 
that the blood of bulls and of goats was not sufficient 
to take away sin ; and he said to his Father, " Sacri- 
fice and offering thou wouldst not, but a body hast 
thou prepared me" — " Lo, I come to do thy will, 
God." He laid aside the form of God, and volun- 
tarily became united to the body which God had pre- 
pared, and was thus ^^made in the likeness of men" 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient unta death, evem the 
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death of the cross." Such, sir, is the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world. This is the 
character, in view of which, ten thousand times ten 
thousand, tongues sing, Wortiiy is the Lamh that was 
slain. 

. Having thus carried out the two accounts, let us 
cast them up, that we may clearly see the disparity. 
As you cannot deny that as much dignity may be de- 
rived from a union with the one Ood, the Father^ as 
from a union with a second self-existent Person ; in 
respect to ^e character of the real sufferer^ the case 
will stand thus : 

On your part, the sufferer is a Man with such dig- 
nity as he may derive froln a union with a second self' 
existent Person. 

On my part, the sufferer is that glorious Son, by 
whom God created all things in heaven and earth, 
possessing all the dignity which can result from the 
most perfect^ union with the one God, the Father. 

The difference, then, in the character of the suffer- 
er, is, at least, as great as all the difference between the 
constituted Creator of heaven and earth, and the ^nere 
Man or human nature of your Messiah. 

You have, sir, too much candor to deny, that the 
reai sufferer is a character of unspeakably greater 
importance on this theoly, than on yours. But still 
you may think, that Christ, considered as the Saviour 
and Lord of aU, is greater on your hypothesis than 
he is on mine. This, however, may appear to be only 
imagination. 

We are perfectly agreed in one point, viz. That 
there is but one infinite selfeodstent Ood. In your view, 
this infinite Ood consists of three self-eodstent Persons ; 
in xay view, the one infinite Ood ia but one JPerson. 
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The one Person, then, on my theory, must be equal tc 
the three Persons of your theory, in regard to Jidness 
and sufficiency. In your yiew, one of the three Persons 
is united to the Man or human nature, and this self- 
existent Person and the Man are the Saviour and Lord 
of all — ^In my view, the Saviour and Lord ofaU is the 
Son of the limng Ood, and by nature '' the brightness 
of the Father's glory, and the express image of his 
Person ;" so united to the one infinite Ood, that in him 
dwells, not merely one of three Persons, but all the Jul- 
ness of the Godhead bodily. 

As, in your view, the Deity consists of three distimet 
Persons, each possessing independent fblness ; and as 
but one of these Persons is supposed to be united to 
the Man Jesus ; inquiry might be made, whether your 
theory does not naturally suggest the idesc, that &ere 
is but one third of the fulness of Ood implied in the 
character of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, But 
it is needless to urge this. And on the ground al- 
ready stated, the matter is submitted to every impartial 
mind. Whether the character of the Lord Jesus does 
not appear vastly more impressive and glorious on the 
theory now proposed, than on the Athanasdan hypo- 
thesis. 

It ;may possibly be urged by some, that if Christ 
derived his existence from God, as a Sun fix)m a Father^ 
he must be as incapable of suffering as the Father. 
This conclusion is not admitted as resulting fi^om the 
premises. But it would sooner be admitted that it is 
possible with GoD to render Aimse^ capable of suffTering 
by union with a human body, than that the Son of 
God did-no^ suffer on the cross. My knowledge of 
the nature of God and his Son is all derived from the 
Bibla This informs me, that Christ is God's OWnSoh^J 
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ftnd that '' though he were a Son, yet learned H]$ obe- 
dience by the things which he suffered." And who 
is so well skilled in the philosophy of Dmne Nature^ 
as to be ahh to contradict this testimony in either par- 
ticular? Is it not more safe for us to receive the Di- 
vine te^mony BS stated in the Scriptures, than to refect 
it by philosophizing on imrevealed properties of Di- 
viNB Nature ? 

How often, sir, have our brethren, on your side, 
urged our tffnorance of the Divine Nature, as a 
reason why we should not reject revealed doctrines 
concerning God and his Son ? Yet, have not the same 
brethren, on the ground of thdr supposed knowledge of 
the Divine Nature, impUcidy denied and explained 
avoay two of the plainest truths which are contained 
in the Bible ? Are there, sir, any two propositions 
more clearly affirmed in the Scriptures, than these, viz. 
That Jesus Christ is God's Son ; and, that the Son of 
God suffered and died on the cross? Yet how many 
millions of pages have been written, and how many 
millions of sermons have been preached, to jarove that 
Jesus Christ is so far fix)m being properly the Son ot 
God, that he is the very God, the very Being, 
whose Son the Scriptures declare him to be I Yea, 
the VERY Being who proclaimed fix)m heaven, '* This 
is my bdaved Son /" And have not the numerous, 
plain, and unequivocal representations of Scripture, 
respecting the sufferings and death of the Son of God, 
been so eoq>lained away as to imply no more than that 
9k Man ot mere human na^re suffered diXididied^^/o whom 
the Son of God was mysteriously united ? Ahd what 
is all this, sir, short oi philosophizing upon DiviNE NA- 
TURE, and drawing conclusions at an extraordinary 
rate? Would Gabriel himself pretend to so mudi 
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knowledge of Divine Nature as thus to contradict 
Divine Eevelation? 

Though I may have been accused of being " too ma- 
ikematical for the Bible," yet it is my desire never to 
be so philosophical as to prefer my own deductions from 
fancied properties of the DiViNE NATURE, to the most 
explicit declarations of the word of God. But while 
thus disapproving the conduct of my brethren, the 
Monitor within whispers, Such fms been thy ovm in- 
consistency : and perhaps, as great inconsistency, in 
some other point, still lurks undiscovered — "Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fidl.*** 

* Either while asleep or awake, the following scene has sometimes 
been presented to my miagination — 

Th6 writer of these Letters is called before an Ecclesiastical Coon- 
cil to answer to a charge of heresy. The accusers, with solenm finnali- 
ty present against him the following articles of charge : 

1. He has publicly taught, That Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
Ood's OWN Son. 

2. He has also taught, That the Son of God did reaUy tuffer on the 
cross, for the sins of the world. 

The Council inquire of the accused in what sense he miderstands 
those propositions. 

He replies ' According to the common acceptation and most naiurd 
meaning of the words.* 

The result fcdlows — 

* This Council are of opinion, that the said accused is guilty d 
heresy. For though in some mysterioue aenee^ Christ is called ihe Son 
of God, yet he is not the Son of Gk>d according to the common aocep* 
tatioQ of the term Son : so £u* from this, he is personaUy the only true 
God; yea, '^ Jesus is that God besides whom there is no other,** j^ And 
though it be represented in the Scriptures, that the Son of God stiver- 
ed; yet as he is personally the immutable God, it was impossible that 
HB should recUly suffer. The Man or human nature suffered, which 
was united to the Person, of the Son of Gk>d : The suroiinga, there- 
fore, are called the sufferings of the Son of Gk)d. It is in our view in- 
finitely degrading to Christ, to say, that he is properly and truly the 
Son of God ; or to say, that He did really suffer the death of tfas 
cross.* — Thus far the result 

It has, however, been intimated to me, that some of our brethren 
are prepared to evade all I have written on the sufferings of the Soo 
of God, by saying that they ever professed to believe that Christ is the 
8oD of God, and that he suffered on the cross. I have, sir, aimad 

f MT' Jones—page 2. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Since writing the foregoing Letter, it has occtirred 
to me, that there is one mode of illustrating and sup- 
porting the dignity of the sufferer^ which has been 
adopted by some Athanasians, that has not been par- 
ticularly considered! As a woman of low rank is ex- 
alted by marriage to a worthy prince or potentate, so 
it has been supposed that the Man Jesus or the human 
nature was exalted by union with the Son of God. 
Upon this hypothesis let it be observed, 

1. When this ground is taken, the dignity of the 
real sufferer is supposed to result simply from union 
with a Person of infinite dignity. The queen, after 
marriage, takes rank ft-om her royal husband : so it is 
supposed that the Man Jesus is exalte*d by union with 
the'SoN oip God. It is true, that the king and queen, 
in a certain sense, are one; but not in such a sense 
that the obedience or the death of the queen might be 
properly considered as the obedience or the death of the 
king. And if a king for a certain purpose, had en- 
gaged to obey and to die, his becoming married to a 
woman of low rank, and causing her to die instead 
of himself, woxdd not be esteemed very honorable 
conduct. 

2. The Scripture representation is, that the Son op 
God did really abase himself and become poor, for 
OUT sakes. But on the hypothesis now before us, the 

hfxiesilj to state the real difference of sentiment between us on those 
two points. If, in any respect, I have misapprehended your theory, I 
shall rejoice in being corrected. And if indeed yon do believe that 
Christ is truly the Son of Ood, and that he really suffered aa the croesi 
I shall be happy in being informed that there is no ground of contro- 
Tersy between u& But if I have not mistaken your theory, it is be- 
heyed that you have too much generonty of soul and uprtghiness of 
heiiit» to attempt to evade the loroe of trnth by a mere gmbbU npoa 

VOfdflL 
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scene is changed — Instead of abasing himself and 
taking on him ih&form of a servant^ he took to himself 
one who was naturaUy in the form of a servant, and 
exalted the Man instead of abasing AimseJ^Instead 
of being '* made in the likeness of men," he raised a 
man to the likeness or dignity of God — ^Instead of 
dying himseli^ he caused the Man to die to whom he 
was united. 

It seems to have been the general idea, that the 
Son of God became united to the Man or human na- 
ture, that he might be in a situation to obey and to 
suffer. And yet, on your theory, it was just as im- 
possible that he should obey and suffer after the union 
as it was before. Dr. Hopkins expressly says, that 
" this personal union of the Divine nature, or of God 
the second Person in the Godhead, with the human 
nature, does not cause or suppose any change in the 
former; all the change, or that is changeable^ is in the 
human natareJ^ [System, voL I. p. 411.] — ^By the 
" Divine nature, or Ood the second Person in the God' 
Aead/^ the Doctor meant the Son of God. The Son 
of God, therefore, experienced no change, either in 
becoming united to the Man or human nature, nor in 
consequence of this union — He was then in predsdy 
the same situation in regard to obedience and suffering 
after the union, that he was before. What then, sir, 
has the Son of God either done or suffered for our 
salvation? And why will you pretend that he became 
united to a Man that he might obey and suffer? 

8. If a mere Man, by virtue of a union with the 
Son of God, might derive such dignity as to atone for 
the sins of the world, it is evident that the same dig- 
nity might result from the same mysterious union be* 
tween the same Man and the JFiUher. And as tki 
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Man Christ Jeeras never spake of his union with a se- 
OQnd Divine Person, but often spake of his nnion with 
the Father, the probability would be much in &vor of 
the idea that his union was with the Father. — ^I^ 
then, theSocinians would only add to their theory the 
idea of a mysiaious union between the Man Christ 
Jesus and Ood the Father, what would be the differ- 
ence between your Saviour and t^atrs? It is not in my 
power to disoem that there would be so much as one 
shade of difference. The Man Jesus, considered sep* 
arately firom his tmion with the Deity, is perhaps as 
great on their theory as on yours ; nor will you pre- 
tend that the Son is greater than the Father. K the 
Socinians would only annex that one idea to their theo- 
ry, it does not appear that you would have the least 
ground to dispute with them about the greatness of the 
Savioub, however much you might dispute about the 
number of self-existent Pebsons. — ^Be not, sir, of- 
fended at this comparison : my aim here is simply to 
urge you to inquiry, and to a thorough examination 
of your own theory. 

LETTER IX. 

ON MODERN TRINITARIAN VIEWS OF THE SON OF GOD, 
WITH THE GENERAL DISSONANCE RESPECTING 
THREE PERSONS IN ONE GOD. 

Rbv. Sir, 

Since the publication of the preceding letters, I 
have found that a great portion of our Trinitarian 
brethren entertain an opinion very different from 
yours, and from what has, for ages, been called the 
orthodox £uth. They indeed agree with you, that 
Gh>d is three Persons ; yet they say, that the second 
hi Person in the Trinity was not <>r£7^rMi% or iy no^u^ 
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the iSbnof God; but that he is ecMed ihtSmcf €M 
on the '' ground of a constituted character,'' or that he 
became the Son of Qod by tncamationj &c., &c. This, 
you know, is a flat contradiction to the opinion of those 
who were reputed orthodox in former ages. Yet 
these modem Trinitarians claim to be considered as 
the orthodox of the present day ; nor have I be^i 
able to discover much inclination in you, or those who 
agree with you^ to dispute their claim. Before I pub- 
lished my letters to you, I was aware that this novel 
opinion had been adopted by some of our brethren; 
but I supposed the number not to be great So &r as 
it respects the Sonship of Christ, they make the sanje 
objections to your views that they do to mine ; and if 
their objections to my views are of any weight, they 
are of equal weight against yours. Nearly a year ago 
I addressed a private letter to one of the most respect- 
able of our brethren who had taken that ground. It 
is possibk that the letter might have miscarried ; it is 
certain I have received no reply. Report says, it was 
the opinion of that brother, that it was best for the 
Clergy to let the sentiments I addressed to you " die 
of themselves a natural death," rather than to be at 
the trouble of refuting them. He might think the 
same in regard to what was contained in my letter to 
him. I shall, therefore, give you a copy of the letter 
that the whole may live or " die" together. ' The per- 
son to whom the letter was addressed is one for whom 
I have entertained a great respect, and I addressed 
him accordingly, in the following manner :-^ 
•• Rev. Sir, 

'^ The high rank you sustain in the Christian world, 
involves a proportionate degree of responsibility, and 
renders it exceedingly important that the sentiments 
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ycfa publish should accord with the unerriDg stand- 
ard. Although we entertain different opinions of the 
character of Christ, in thxs^ I presume, we are agreed, 
that no sentiments can be of higher importance in di- ^ 
yinity than those which represent his character in a 
true light If, therefore, I am in error in my views of 
Christ, it is of great unportance tluit I should be con- 
vinced. And if you are in an error, it is of much 
greater importance that you should be convinced, as 
your influence is more extensive than mine. As it re* 
spectff us, individually considered, the importance may 
be equal ; but as it respects the pubHc, the disparity is 
great. 

" Lately, I have re-examined your discourses on the 
" Trinity," and " On the testimony of Christ to his 
own Divinity." I shall now submit some things to 
your serious consideration; hoping that, if I have mis- 
taken your views, you will kindly correct my mis- 
^ takes ; and, on the other hand, if I shall show that 
your theory is dishonorary to Christ, that you will 
candidly retract what is erroneous. For I consider 
it as a &ct, that it was not your design to degrade the 
character of Christ, and that you have too much re« 
gard to his gloiy to sacrifice it to your own. 

"In your sermon on the *' Testimony of Christ to 
his own Divinity," you say, that " he called himself the 
Son of God,'' and also called " God his Father,'' and 
that by each of these he meant '' to assert his Divini- 
ty." This I esteem as correct ; for if he was properly 
the Son of Ood, he was properly a Divine Person. But 
in your sermon " on the Trinity," have you not given 
up this testimony in fiivor of the Divinity of Christ ? 
You say that ^^each of the Divine Persons takes his 
peculiar name firom the peculiar office he sustains in the 
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eoonomy of Tedemption. The first Person aflsames 
the name of Father, beoaiue lie is by office the Chso- 
tor, or Author of all things, and especioMy of i/ie human 
ivQjtwre of Christ, The second Person assumes the name 
of Son and Word, by virtue of his iruMrnation and wie- 
diatorial conduct." HeoBce you infer that '^ there seems 
to be no just foundation for the doctrine of the eternal 
generation of the Son/' and " to suppose that the Son, 
in respect to his Divine nature, was begotten of the 
Father, and that the Holy Ghost proceeded fix>m the 
ooncurrence of the Father and the Son/ is to suppose 
that a Trinity of persons is not founded in the Divine 
nature, but merely in the Divine Will." You add, 
^' This opinion sets the Son as &r below the Father as 
a creature is below the Creator." 

'* According to these passages God is the Father 
only of the human nature of Christ, and the human nor 
tare of Christ only is the Son of God- 

" We have next to consider what you mean by the 
" humanity of Christ." You say " he asserted his hu- 
manity on the just foundation of having a true body 
and a reasonable soul imited in the same mannei: as 
the soul and body are imited in other men." By the 
" reasonable soul " you mean a human soul. Accord- 
ingly you add, " If he had a human soul united with 
a human body, then he may be as properly denomi- 
nated a man as any of his progenitors whose names 
are mentioned in the first chapter of Matthew." 

'^ Thus, for the human nature of Christ we have as 
proper a man as Abraham. Of this man God was the 
" Creator or Author " by a miraculous conception. On 
this ground only is God the Father of Christ Of this 
man God is the Father, and this man only is the^^Sm 
of GoA 
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against Christ, I should not fear to submit the quee» 




166 ON THE BBAL DTVTJSnXT 

tion now before ns to the High Priest himself who 
abjured Jesus by the living God to tell whether he 
was the Son of God. 

"Let us, sir, on your hypothesis, state the accusa- 
tion made to Pilate, " we have a law, and by our law 
he ought to die, because he'' said that God was his 
Father, the " Oreator or AiUhor of his human nature.^ 
Can you admit that this was the import of the accu-. 
sation? K not, we must suppose that he meant, and 
was understood to mean, something by his SonMp 
very different from your explanation. 

" Do not the foUowing thmgs fairly result from your 
premises? viz. 

" 1. That the Son of Ghd, as such, is a mere creor 
^ tare, and by nature a proper human being, 

"2. That the Son of God, as such, not only had a 
beginning, but a beginning of recent date. And no 
longer ago than the days of Herod? 

" 8. That if the Son of God be our Mediator^ we 
have precisely a Socintan Mediator f 

" 4. That the astonishing love of God in our re- 
demption, consists in this, that he ^^ spared not^^ a pro- 
per man miraculously begotten, but freely delivered 
him up for us alL *' Sparing not his ot^w/Sbn" is the 
highest ground on which the love of God is ever 
represented. But what is this Son, on your theory, 
but a mere man t 

" 5. That the Son who sitteth on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, whom all the angels are required 
to worship, and to whom every knee must bow, is 
by nature, only a man ? 

" 6. That the Son, whom the " Father showeth all 
things which himself doeth," and whom he hath " or- 
dained to be the Judge of the living and the dead»" iS| 



AND GLORY OF CHRIST. 167 

by nature, of no higlier dignity than David, or Solo- 
mon? 

*'If the hypothesis that the Son, in respect to his 
divine nature^ was begotten of the Father, " sets the 
Son as far below the Father as a creature is below the 
Creator," to what depths has your hypothesis sunk the 
Son of God ! How low, compared with the natural 
meaning of Bible language ? " Yet having one /Sbn, 
his well beloved, he sent him last of all, saying. They 
vnU reverence iTT Son." "He who spared not his 
own JSon,''^ &c. How d^erent from the import of the 
language used by the Council of Nice in opposition to 
the views of Arius, " The Son was peculiarly of the 
Father, being of his substance as begotten of him." 

** I do not, I cannot, believe, that you rneant to say 
any thing dishonorary to Christ But when we depart 
from the natural meaning of Scripture language we 
fell into the regions of conjecture ; and in those re- 
gions we are liable to be bewildered, and to say things 
which will not bear examination. But can you, my 
dear sir, be willing that such views of the Son of God 
should be handed down to posterity sanctioned and 
impressed by the weight of your character? When 
posterity shall inquire what the Lord Jesus is, on your 
theory, distinct from the God of our Lord Jesus Christy 
will they not find that he is the same as on the So- 
cinian theory ? as properly a man as David, and wa 
more than a mere human being ? 

" I hope, sir, you will not consider me as acting an 
unfriendly part in this address. H I know my own 
heart, I write with the feelings of cordial friendship 
and respect ; and with a desire that truth may be 
thoroughly investigated. It has been my aim not to 
depart from the golden rule ; but to do as I would 
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tliat yon and others should do unto me. And nol- 
withstanding our diversity of sentiment, I can heartily 
subscribe, 

Your afifectionate firiend and brother, 

"N. W. 

"P. S. In your Sermons you represent that the 
phrases " These three are one," " I andmy Father are 
one," mean "one God, one Divine Being." But will 
the Greek text admit the word Ood after the word 
^^oneP If not, by what authority may we add it? 
When Christ prayed that all his followers, with him- 
self and the Father, might be one, even as He and the 
FcUher are owe, did he pray that aU the redeemed^ with 
himself and the Father, might become *^ one God, one 
Divine Being?" 

"According to Mr. Milner, the Council of Nice 
resulted in opposition to the views of Arius, " That 
the Son was peculiarly of the Father, being of his 
substance as begotten of him :" And with this the 
Nicene Creed perfectly harmonizes, so far as I can 
understand the meaning of their language. No idea 
is suggested that the Father and Son are the saTne 
Being ; but Beings of the same nature as Father an(J 
S(m. But in subsequent Councils an addition wa^ 
made, by which the Father and Son were represented 
as two distinct Persons in the same Being. Still 
they endeavored to maintain the relation of JFhthef 
and Son; and considered the Son as inefiFably begot 
ten of the Father. When we come down to the time 
of the Westminster Assemblj'^, we find that venerabU 
body maintaining both parts of what we believe to be 
a contradiction. They not only declared their beliel 
of the doctrine of three Persons in one God, but tbuejl 
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Stated also that "It is pnq^er to the Father to b^eft 
the Son, and to the Son tobe b^otten of the Father." 
They did not^ therefore, mean to give up the rdation 
of FcUher and Son by affirming the doctrine of three 
distinct Persons in one God. 

" Perceiving, as you imagined, a contradiction in 
iheir theory, you have boldly exploded one part of the 
contradiction that you might maintain the other. 
Viewing the doctrine of tliree independent Persons in 
one God as of more importance than the naJbural rda- 
tion of Father and /Sbn, you have, without much appar- 
ent reluctance, made a sacrifice of the natural relation 
of Father and Son, that you might consistently sup- 
port the doctrine of three Persons in Qne God. 

'^ Having so high authority for calling in question 
the correctness of the doctrine of three Persons in one 
God, I ventured to look into the subject for mysel£ 
After inquiry I was led to agree with you in opinion 
thus &r, viz. that the naturai relation of Father and 
S(m between God and Jesus Christ is inconsistent 
with the hypotliesis of three independent Persons in 
one Being. But instead of exactly following your 
example, I gave up the hypothesis of three tndiper^ 
dent Persons in one Being, that I might consistently 
support the relation of Father and Son. 

'' The true state of the case appears to be this, — 
We have both departed from the former Trinitarian 
doctrine, on the supposition that it implied a plain 
contradiction. You have chosen to defend one part of 
the contradiction, and I the other. By thus departing 
from the theory of those who went before us, one of us 
has probably approached nearer to the simplicity of 
the gospel, and the other departed to a greater distance. 
£m^ ecjj^ually sex^bld pf an inconsistency in the opiA* 
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ioofl of our &thers, and having taken opposite sides of 
their Buppoeed contradiction, it would perhaps be pio- 
per, that we should carefully examine the opposite hy- 
potheses by comparing each with the Scriptures, to 
see which harmonizes best with the most obvious 
meaning of the gospel. 

" If the gospel plainly teaches that God is three 
Persons, and that Jesus Christ is one of those Persons, 
then my hypothesis of proper Father and Son is un- 
questionably erroneous. If, on the other hand, the gos- 
pel clearly represents the natural relation of Father 
iand Son between God and Jesus Christ, then your hy- 
pothesis of three persons in one God is obvioiiily er- 
roneous. These things are stated on the supposition 
that we are correct in the opinion that these two hy- 
potheses are inconsistent with each other. 

" Let, then, a man of integrity and discernment, who 
has never heard any thing of the disputes about the 
character of Christ, nor seen our New Testament, take 
that precious book, and read it through with care and 
impartiality ; which hypothesis would he most natu- 
rally discover, yours or mine ? In what serxHon or 
discourse of Christ or his apotles would he find God 
represented as three Persons f But how often would 
he find Ood represented as the Father of Christ, and 
Christ as the Son of God? On what ground would 
he find Divine love represented in our redemption? 
Where would he find it represented on this ground, 
that God is three Persons, and that one of those Pei> 
sons became united to a man? But would he find 
any difficulty in discovering that " God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son to be a pro- 
pitiation for our sins ?" What would he think oa 
ftidmgi l^t Christ so oommonly, in vpeAkiiigt)!^ .€M| 
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nsed this familiar language—-" my father ?" What 
would he suppose Christ meant by speaking so much 
of his Father's sending him, loving him, teaching him^ 
com/rnanding him, committing all judgment to him, 
delivering all things into his hand, giving him all 
power in heaven and earth ? And of his coming not to 
do his own will; coming ^rom God B,nd going to Qodf 
Would the impartial inquirer suppose by any of these, 
or any other of Christ's representations that God was 
three Persons, and that the Son was one of the three ? 
Would he not, in :^t, find, that God has spoken of 
Christ, and conducted towards him as we should nat- 
urally expect he would do, if Christ were his own Son f 
Would he not also find, that Christ has spoken of God, 
and conducted towards God, as we might reasonably 
expect he would do, if God wer« his own Father f If 
the impartial reader would find no declaration in the 
Bible expressing the doctrine that God is three difl- 
tinct Persons; but should find the gospel full of repre- 
sentations agreeing with the hypothesis of the natural 
relation of Father and Son, between God and Jesufi 
Christ; which part of the contradiction would he 
adopt^ yours or mineV^ 

In writing, sir, to our brother, it was my aim to 
make an honest comparison of the things he had pubr 
lished Yet I believed it to be possible that I plight 
migsapprehend his meaning, and, of course, make in« 
correct deducttoTis. On this account I requested that 
he would kindly correct my mistakes, if, in any thing 
I had misapprehended his meaning. Whether he 
thought it would be too great coudescension in hik 
to correct my mistakes, or whether he was aware that 
be eoul4 not mend the matter by any ei^planatioii 
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whicli he could give, you must determme for joursel£ 
It is, however, possible that he might have good recu 
sons for not replying, which have not come to my 
knoiarledge. 

This writer seems to have been aware, that, in his^ 
explanations of the Trinity and of the Sonship of 
Cluist, he had departed from the fidth of former Trini- 
tarians. Thus he writes — " Many have supposed that 
the /Sbn, the second person in the Trinity, is, in some 
mysterious manner, begotten of the Father" 

This ''^many " included not only the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines, with all their adherents,'^but the 
Council of Nice and a multitude which no man can 
number. It is true indeed that the Council of Nic^ 
did not suppose God to be three persons; but they 
supposed Christ to be " Jy nature the Son of Qod;''^ — 
"of the substance of the Father as begotten of him." 
But this opinion our good brother has censured as set- 
ting " the Son as far below the Father as a creatu/re 
is below the Creator." If this censure be just, it fall^ii 
wiih aU its weight on your hypothesis ; and the great 
body of Trinitarians of past ages are represented as 
entertaining a belief which " sets the Son as far below, 
the Father as a creature is below the Ceeator." 

Calvin you wiU admit as an orthodox Trinitarian. 
Let us attend for a moment to his testimony. 

" We indeed do confess that the Mediator who was 
bom of the Virgin is properly the Son of God. For 
Christ, in fhat he is man, could not be the mirror of 
the inestimable favor of God, unless this dignity were 
given him to be, and to be called, the only begott^ 
Son of God. But in the mean while the definition of 
the church stand^th firmly established that he is coun* 
ted the Son of Qod^ because he being the Wobd ie-. 
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ffotkn of the FoAar hefbre aU worlds^ did, by hypos- 
tatical unioii, take upon him the nature of nxan."-— 
Calvin's Insti. p. 22S. 

'' Servetus, and other such frantic men would have 
it, that Christ who appeared in the flesh is the Son 
\ of God, because out of the flesh he could not be called 
^ by that name." — " We grant indeed that Christ is, in 
the flesh of man, called the Son^ but not as the futh- 
fhl are, that is, by adoption and grace; but the tnm 
and naturalf and, therefore, the only Son, that by this 
mark he may be discerned from all others. For God 
vouchsafeth to give the name of his sons to us who 
are regenerate into a new life ; but the name of tha 
trus and only begotten Son he giveth to Christ only. 
How can he be the only Son among so many brethren, 
but because he possesseth that by nature which we 
possess by gifif" — ^p. 224. 

" According to the common use of the Hebrew 
tongue, he is called the Son of man, because he is of 
the offspring of Adam. By the contrary I affirm, that 
he is called the Son of Ood in respect to the Godhead 
and eternal essence ; because it is no less proper that 
it be referred to the nature of Ood that he is called the 
Son of Ood, than to the nature of man that he is called 
* the Son ofman,^ — ^p. 225. 

Thus you may see that the orthodoxy of Calvin 
did not secure him from the censure of holding an 
opinion which " sets the Son as fiir below the Father 
as a creature is below the Creator." 

I am aware that passages might be quoted frt)m 
Calvin which could not easily be reconciled to those 
which have been now exhibited. But Calvin is not 
the only Trinitarian who has advanced, and attempt- 
ed to support, contradictory hypotheses* 
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Since the publication of my letters to you, muoli 
pains have been taken to circulate the idea that my 
views of the Son of God do not distinguish him firom 
a created being. But the censure quoted from our 
brother was published long before my letters to you; 
and it was your hypothesis and not ^nme, that he 
meant to condemn. Is it not, then, time for you to 
inquire on what ground you can defend yourself from 
the charge of holding an opinion which " sets the Son 
as far below the Father as a creature is below the. 
Creator?" 

Mr. Brown, who was with you in sentiment, in his 
Dictionary of the Bible, under the word " Christ," has 
passed as severe a censure on the hypothesis of our 
brother as he has on yours. He says, "To pretend 
that Christ is called the only begotten Son of God, be- 
cause God sent him as our Mediator^ or because of his 
mirdcuhus conception by the Virgin, is not only ground-^ 
less and absurd^ but even blasphemous?* 

ThuH Trinitarian writers contradict and condemn 
one another; and if Trinitarians are the only good 
people, " who then can be saved?" 

P. S. The great diversity which has prevailed in 
the Christian world on the subject of the Trinity, may 
be in some degree understood from the following ex- 
tracts from a note in Ben Mordecai^s Letters; Vol, I. 
page 153, annexed to this sentence: "tiie Christians 
have never agreed upon the sense of the propositions 
they disputed about." 

Cyril and AihanxisixAs define a febsok to be " Essen* 
tia cum suis quibusdam proprietatibus, ab iis qusd sunt 
ejusdem speciei numero diflferens." Cudworth, p. 60S. 

Dr. WcUerland allows Person and Intelligent Being 



AND GLOBT OF OHBIST. 175 

to be the same, p. 850. Beply to Dr. Waterland's 
Defence, 852. 

Mr. Locke defines person to be a tbinking, intelli- 
gent being, tbat bas reason and reflection, and can 
consider itself as itsel£ [Doddridge says, ''the word 
person commonly signifies one single, intelligent, vol- 
imtary agent, or conscious being ; and tbis we choose 
to call the philosophical sense of the word ; but in a 
political sense it may express the different rekiMiyns 
supported by the same philosophical person ; y . q. the 
same man may be father, husband," &c. and after- 
wards says, '^ Kit be inquired in what sense the word 
person is used in the proposition, (respecting the three 
Persons in the Godhead,) we answer, it must at least 
be true in b, political sense, yet cannot amount to so 
much as a philosophical personality, unless we allow a 
plurality of Gods." — So that Doddridge was only a 
modal Trinitarian."] 

The Ghreek fathers said there were three Hypostases ; 
which the LaMns rejected as signifying three generi- 
cal substances^ and accused the Greeks of Arianism. 
The Latins used the wordperson (persona) ; the Greeks 
rejected that as signifying no real, but only a modal 
distinction, and accused the Latins of Sabellianism. 
Athanasius summoned a council upon it to quiet the 
division ; and it was found they were bodi of the 
same opinion, and only differed about words ; upon 
which ^e Synod decreed, that thenceforth the Gh^ek 
hypostasis and the Latin j>ersona should be taken in 
the same sense, to mes,n particidar substance. But the 
schoolmen have confounded the subject more than 
ever, by explaining hypostasis to sigidfy 9l person dis- 
Hngtdshedfrom the substance; in which sense it is used 
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bj the Bomiah diurch, but was sever need befoie, 
and is utterly unintelligible. 

Mr. B, Bmnetf in his Irenicum, p. 81, telLs us, the 
Augu^an Confession uses the word person not for a 
part or quality, but for that whioh properly subsists. 

The WirteTnberg Confession says, " tres proprietates 
per se subsistentes f but whether the distinction of 
persons be real or modal^ is a question. 

A learned controvertist says, the distinction is 
something less than modal, and greater than reoL 

Dr. South makes the Persons to be internal rela^ 
tions of the one substance of the Deity to itself. 

Dr. WaMis makes them external relations-of the one 
substance*of the Deity to mankind. 

Zmuihy says, a Person is nothing but the Divine 
essence, distinguished, and as it were iridividvaied by 
a certain personal property. 

Junius thinks, the Persons are di^inguished from 
the essence in notion only; ralione tantum; abinvicem 
reali distinctions : but really distinguished. 

Lud. OapeUus says, rum re, sedratione. 

Mr. Baxter says, he is past doubt, tiiere is in. Gt>d a 
trinity of essential, formal, inadequate conceptions or 
primalities; viz. vital, active power, intellect, and 
will. Baxter's Works, voL 11. p. 132. 

Dr. Doddridge gives the following: — Mr. Howe 
seems to suppose that there are three distinct^ eternal 
spirits, or distinct, intelligent hypostases; which, on 
account of their consent, affection, and mixtual self' 
consciousness, may be called Ihe one God. 

Dr. Wdterland, Abraham Taylor, with the rest of 
the Athanasians, assert three proper distinM persons^ 
entireh/ equal to and independent on each other j yet 
making up one and the same Being. 
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j^. Pearson^ with whom Bp. Bull and Dr. Owen 
also agree, is of opinion, that though the Father is 
ih'Qf(Mntain of the Deity, the whole Divine nature is 
communicated from the Father to the Son, and from 
both to the Spirit ; jet so as that the Father and Son 
are not separate, nor separable from the Divinity, 
but do still eocist in it, and are most intimately united 
to it. 

Dr. Watts maintained one supreme God dwcUing 
in the human nature of Christ, which he supposes to 
have^ existed the first of all creatures ; and speaks of 
the Divine Logosj as the wisdom of God, and the 
Holy Spirit as the divine power, or the influence and 
effect of it ; which he says is a scriptural person ; L e. 
spoken of figuratively in Scripture, imder personal 
characteis. 

others, to avoid the inconvenience of flefining, aay 
in general, that there are 

Three Differences ; as Dr. Tillotson: 

Three Diversities; as Bp. Burnet: 

Three JSom^ewhats; as Dr. Wallis: 

Three Subsistences; as Archbishop Seeker. 

/S!(. Augustine being asked what the three are, saySi 
Human learning is scanty, and affords not terms to 
express it ; 'tis therefore answered, " three persons, 
not as if that was to the purpose, but somewhat nuist 
be said, and we must not be silent." Aug. de. Trin. 
L 5. c. 9. 

The word O/i*^*^, or consubstantial, was no more 
determinate than the word Person. It was rejected 
by the eighty &thers who condemned Paul us Samo- 
satenus, as SabeUian ; and within fifty years was made 
the test of orthodoxy. 1. It was understood by the 
Aihanasians to signify the same kind of substance 
8* 
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are the trunk and the branches and leaves of a tree; 
or the siin, its light, and derivative light ; jet so ex- 
isting, as that the second and third should depend on 
its original ; as the light upon the sun. 2. By Gfre- 
gory Nyssen, OyrU, &c., it was understood to meanlhe 
same kind of substance existing independently ; as 
three men. 8. By the Jfordamsts, it was understood 
that the Son and Spirit existed as parts of the Divine 
substance. 4. By the SabeUums, as one and the same 
identical whole substance. 5. By Eusdnus^ merelj 
that the Son was not of ^e substance of the creatures, 
dividing all substance into created and divine. 6. Bj 
the Lateran Council, in a sense, if intelligible, very 
little, if at all, different from the SoibdMana^ and tho 
ancient opinion of Samosatenus. 

Nature is another technical term, much used in thu 
dispute between the Eutychians and Nsstoricms ; and 
the meaning of it is as uncertain. I}e Bodonj a learn- 
ed Frenchman, says, it is taken in nine senses ; and 
Mr. Richard Baxter says, " the sense was not agreed 
on before they disputed the matter." Oh. His. p. 98. 

" Though the Nestorians still go for desperate here 
sies, I verily believe, says Mr. Baxter, that all the 
quarrel was about ambiguous words." 

Nestorius believed the Divine and human nature of 
Christ were united, non hypostasi, sed habitudine. 

Eutyches was condemned for affirming, that Christ 
had but one nature, after the two natures were united. 

Dioscurus said, that Christ is of two natures, but 
not that he is or has two natures. The Eutychians 
said, he was ex diuxbus naturis ; others, in duaims no- 
turis ; and Oyril reproves Nestorius for asserting only 
an union secundum personam^ and not secundum nah^ 
ram; and one of Quiniiantu^ anathemas was, If any 
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fiay, God Man, and not God and Man, let him be ao- 
cursed. Baxter's Ch. Hist. 120, &c. &c. 

There is much more in the note from which this is 
extracted, on the other questions to which this subject 
gave rise ; and however difficult it may seem to have 
been orthodox in the days of the Nestorians, it would 
appear by the following extract from the pious and 
orthodox Bishop Beveridge, that the difficulty is in 
no degree diminished in our days. 

" We are now to consider the order of those persons 
in the Trinity described in the words before us. Matt 
xxviii. 19. First, the Father, and then the Son, and 
then the Holy Ghost ; every one of which is really 
and truly God ; and yet they are all but one real and 
true God. A mystery, which we are all bound to be- 
lieve, but yet must have a great care how we speak of 
it, it being both easy and dangerotis to mistake in ex- 
pressing so mysterious a truth as this is. K we think 
of it, how hard is it to imagine one numerically Divine 
nature in more than one and the same Divine person f 
Or, three Divine persons, in no more than one and the 
same Divine nature ? K we speak of it, how hard is 
it to find out words to express it ? KI say, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost be three, and every one distinct- 
ly God, it is true ; but if I say they be three, and 
every one a distinct God, it is false. I may say, the 
Divine persons are distinct in the Divine nature ; but 
I cannot say, that the Divine nature is divided into the 
Divine persons. I may say, God the Father is one 
God, and the Son is one God, and the Holy Ghost is 
one God, but I cannot say, that the Father is one God, 
and the Son another God, and the Holy Ghost a third 
Gk)d. I may say, the Father begat another who is 
God ; yet I canaot say, that he begat another God. 
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And from the Father and the Son proceedeth anothe! 
who is Grod ; yet I cannot say, from the Father and 
the Son proceedeth another God. For all this while, 
though their nature be the same, their persons are 
distinct; and though their persons be distinct, yet 
still their nature is the same. So that, though the 
Father be the first person in the Godhead, the Son the 
second, the Holy Ghost the third ; yet the Father is 
not the first, the Son a Second, and the Holy Ghost a 
third God. So hard a thing is it to word so great a 
mystery aright ; or to fit so high a truth with expres- 
Bions suitable and proper to it^ without going one way 
or another from it." Bishop Beveridge^s JPrivcUe 
Uhoughts, part ii. p. 48, 49. 

The same Bishop adds, a few pages farther on — 
" This is the principal, if not the only characteristical 
note whereby to distinguish a Christian from another 
man ; yea, from a Turk ; for this is the chief thing 
that the Turks both in their Koran and other writings 
upbraid Christians for, even because they believe a 
IHnity of persons in the Divine nature. For which 
cause they frequently say, ffiey are people that believe 
Qod hath companions ; so that, take away this article 
of our Christian &ith, and what depends upon it, and 
there would be but little difference between a Chris- 
tian and a Turk." 

How different the language of the admirable Jeremy 
Tayhr ! " He that goes about to speak of and to un- 
derstand the mysterious Trinity, and does it by words 
and names of man's invention, or by such which sig- 
nify contingently, if he reckon this mystery by the 
mythology of numbers, by the cabala of letters, by the 
distinctions of the school, and by the weak inventions 
of disputing people ; if he only talks of essences an4 



AND GLORY OP CHRIST. 181 

existences, hypostases and personalities, distinctions 
without difference, and priority in co-equalities, and 
uniiy m pluralities^ and of superior predicates of no 
larger extent than the inferior subjects, he may amuse 
himself, and find his understanding will be like St 
Peter's upon the moimt of Tabor at the transfigura- 
tion : he may build three tabernacles in his head, and 
talk something he knows not what. — ^But the good 
man that feels the power of the Father, and he to 
whom the Son is become wisdom, righteousness, sano- 
tification and redemption, he in whose heart the love 
of the Spirit of God is spread abroad, to whom God 
hath communicated the Holy Spirit, the Comforter ; 
this man, though he understands nothing of that which 
is unintelligible, yet he only imderstands the myste- 
riousness of the Holy Trinity." Taylor's SuppL Ser 
mons, p. 91. 






PAET III. 

ON THE CHARACTER OP THE HOLY SEIBIT. 



LETTER I. 

BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS INTENDED THE SAME AS 

THE FULNESS OF GOD. 
Bev. Sir, 

Having stated to you my views of the Father and 
the Son, the character of the Holy Spirit will now be 
considered. On this point the oracles of Grod are onr 
only guide ; and to their dictates it behoves us to sub- 
mit with reverence. 

You will not consider me insensible of my accounta- 
bility to God in regard to my writings t nor can yon 
reasonably view me as having any interest to promote, 
aside from the promotion of truth. 

If your views of the Holy Spirit are according to 
truth, certainly there can be nothing for me to gain by 
advancing and advocating a different hypothesis : un- 
less it may be for my advantage to expose myself to 
censure and reproach. 

On the other hand, if my views are according to 
truth, it is as important for you, as it is for me, to un- 
derstand and admit them* 

Your having so great a majority of the Christian 
world on your side, is not sufficient to secure to you 
the approbation of God. Be entreated to keep these 
things in mind, while you read and reflect on the im- 
portant subject now before us. 

From what you have already seen on the character 
of God and his Son, you have doubtless concluded, 
that in my view the Holy Spirit is not a self-existent 

182 
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Person. You will now see, that in my view the Holy 
Spirit is comprehended in the self-existence of Jehovah, 
but without distinct personality. The terms Holy Spirit, 
or Holy Ghost, as used in Scripture, do not appear to 
me intended to express another Person besides the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; yet, to my imderstanding, these 
terms convey an idea of that which is ot no less estima- 
tion. Itis^^inGod,bywhichheisabletodogood 
and communicate, either immediately, or through the 
instrumentality of other agents. 

By the Holy Spirit, radically considered, the same 
is imderstood as by the phrase, the fulness of God, Yet 
the terms Holy Spirit, are, it is thought, most com- 
monly applied to the productive, efficient emanations of 
Divine fulness. 

The following phrases appear to be perfectly synony- 
mous-^The Holy Ohost — ^the Holy Spirit — ^the Spirit 
of Ood — ^the Spirit of the Lord — ^the Spirit of the Lord 
Qod — ^the Spirit of tiie Father. That these are synony- 
mous, will probably not be denied by any person well 
acquainted with titie Scriptures. And should any 
one be disposed to deny it, the idea may be fairly es- 
tablished by comparing Scripture with Scripture. . 

My ideas of the Spirit may be better understood by 
a little attention to some Scripture metaphors. — God 
is represented by the metaphor of the natural Sun. 
"The Lord God is a Sun." Then the rays of light 
and heat, which emana^ or proceed from the sim, are 
an emblem of the ^^Holy Spirit which proceedeih from 
the Father J^ Like the rays of the sun, these divine 
emanations of the fulness of God, iUuminatCj quicken^ 
invigorate, bxlA, fructify. 

God is also represented as a Fountain of living wa- 
tens. K we <K>nsider the Fountain as in the earth, 
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then the effusions or streams which prooeed &om the 
Fountain may represent the Holy Spirit But if we 
consider the Fountain as a fountain of yapor in tha 
air, then the showers of rain or dew will properly re* 
present the &mancUions ofJXvineJulness. 

By the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God, is not, in 
my view, intended any one attribute merely, but all 
those attributes which are implied in the fulness or 

ALL-SUFFICIENCY of Qod. 

Before an attempt to explain those texts of Scrip- 
ture which have been supposed to import that the 
Spirit of God is a distinct Person from the Father and 
the Son, it may be well to exhibit a part of the con« 
siderations which hi^ye had influence on my mind in 
fevor of giving up that opinion. 

1. It has appeared to me inconsistent to suppose 
that the Spirit should be both a self-existmt Person 
and the Spirit of a Person ; yet the Spirit is spoken 
of as the Spirit of a Person twenty times to its bdmg 
once spoken of as though it were a distinct Person. 
There are indeed several instances in which the Holy 
Spirit is personified or spoken of as it would be na- 
tural to speak of a Person; but the number of thesa 
instances is much less than was expected previous to 
inquiry. And it is observable that the spirit or soul 
of man is also personified in the Bible, and spoken ot 
as though it were something distinct from tibe man ; 
or as though the man and his spirit were two persons. 
Instances of this are perhaps nearly as numerous as 
the instances in which the Spirit of God is personified. 
But it ought to be distinctly noted, that when we have 
become habituiited to the sentiment that by the BJcbf- 
Spirit is intended a Person^ the idea of a Person will 
immediately arise in our minds, upon hearing or 
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ing the .words Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost So if we 
had been taught from our infancy that the natural sun 
is a person, then we should think of it as such when- 
ever it should come into view. This may account for 
its having been supposed that there is much in the 
Scriptures in favor of the distinct personality of the 
Holy Spirit 

In general, throughout the Bible, the Holy Spirit is 
spoken of as the Spirit of a person, just as we speak 
of the spirit of man as the spirit of a person ; and in 
the same manner as the sacred writers speak of the 
attributes of God ; not as distinct Persons, but as 
something of a Person, or in a Person, or belonging 
to a Person. The inspired writers speak of the Spirit 
of Man, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, 
the Wisdom of God, the Power of God, the Goodness 
of God, and the WiU of God. 

We may also observe, that when God speaks of the 
Spirit, he says, "my Spirit," just as he says, "my 
Power," "my Goodness," &c. These and similar 
forms of speech, respecting the Holy Spirit, are very 
numerous in the Bible, and they naturally convey the 
idea that the Spirit of God is not a distinct Person, 
but the Spirit of a Person ; as naturally as the forms 
of speech respecting Wisdom, Power, and Goodness, 
convey the idea that they are oMnbutes of a Person, 
and not so many distinct Persons. 

If it were admitted, that the term God means Hvree 
self-existent Persons^ even on that supposition the 
phrase, the Spirit of God, would not imply that the 
Spirit is one of those Persons, ^but it would be the 
i^mit of three Persons. 

If the Holy Spirit be a self-existent Person distinct 
fix>m the Fatiber, it is doubtless an important truth, and 
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one ^Mcli we should not expect would have been nn* 
revealed until the taking place of the gospel dispenaa* 
tion. Yet may it not be said with safety, that there k 
no more evidence in the Old Testament of llie distind 
personality of the Holy Spirit, than there is of the difr 
tinct personaHty of the Power of God, or the Eoiow- 
ledge of God, or the Goodness of God ? For, as before 
observed, the Spirit is uniformly spoken of as some- 
thing belonging to God, and not as a distinct Person. 

The phrases "the Spirit of God," "the Spirit of the 
Lord," "my Spirit," "thy Spirit," "his Spirit," aro 
the usual phrases by which the Holy Spirit ia repre- 
sented in the Old Testament. The terms, "the Holy 
Ghost," are not, I think, to be found in it. The terms, 
Holy Spirit, are found three times ; and in each of 
those instances it is spoken of as the spirit of a pe^ 
son, and not as being a self-existent Person. ** Take 
not thy Holy Spirit fix)m me." "And vexed his Holy 
Spirit " — " And put his Holy Spirit within him." Un- 
less, then, the saints imder the Old Testament had 
some evidence which has not come to us, was it pos- 
sible that they should believe that by the Spirit of 
Gk)d, or the Holy Spirit, was intended an independwit 
Person co-eternal with the Father ? 

The manner of representing the Holy Spirit in the 
Old Testament is common in the New. — We ofien 
read, in the New Testament, of the " Spirit of God,^' 
the "Spirit of the Lord;" we also read of the " Spirit 
of the Father," and " his Holy Spirit." 

Some writers, if I have not misunderstood them, 

« have been disposed to make a distinction between 

what they call "the personal ^irit,** and the Spiiit 

of God or the emanations of Divine Mnesa ; but I 

have not been able to find any ground &rthiAdiafcme» 
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tioih That wMch is called the Spirit of God, or the 
Spirit of the Lord, in one place, is called the Holy 
Ghost in another. In the prophecy ' of Isaiah, we 
have several predictions respecting the Son of God, 
and his being endued with the Spirit of the Lord — 
" I have put my Spirit upon him"' — " The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me," &c. These predictions 
were fulfilled on the day of Christ's baptism, when 
the Holy Ghost descended upon him. Matthew says, 
" The Spirit of God descended :" Mark and Jq^m sim- 
ply say, " the Spirit descended ;" but Luke, in giving 
the same account, says, " the Holy Ghost descended." 
From these passages it is evident, that " the Spirit," 
"the Spirit of the Lord," "the Spirit of God," and 
" the Holy Ghost," mean the same thing. Moreover, 
when the Holy Ghost was given to the apostles in 
such an extraordinary manner, on the day of Pente- 
cost, Peter in his Sermon said, " This is that which 
was spoken of by the prophet Joel, And it shall come 
to pass in the last days, saith God, that I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh." 

There is another class of parallel texts which may 
help us to some correct ideas of the Holy Spirit 
When Christ sent forth his disciples to preach, he 
forewarned them that they should be brought before 
governors and kings for his sake. " But," said he, 
** when they deliver you up, take no thought how or 
what ye shall speak ; for it shall be given you in that 
same hour what ye shall speak : for it is not ye t^at 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh 
in you." [Matt. x. 19, 20.] This is Matthew's repre- 
sentation. — ^Mark expresses the same thing thus, 
*♦ For it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost," 
[Mark xiii. 11.] — ^Luke says, " For the Holy Ghost 
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sHall teacH you in the same hour what ye ought to 
say.'' [zii 12.] And Luke,in another place, repeats 
this, or a sfanilar promise of Christ, in these worda^ 
" For I will give you a mouth, and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor re- 
sist." [ch. xxi. 15.] From these several passages 
compared, it clearly appears, that the Spirit of the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost^ are the same thing ; that 
the Spirit of the Father speaking in them, the Holy 
Ghost'# speaking, the Holy Ghost's teaching them 
what they ought to speak, and Christ's giving them 
a mouth and wisdom, are all of the same import ; and 
that the sum of the promise to the apostles was, that 
they should be endued with supernatural sufficiency ox 
assistance on such occasions. 

2. That the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God, is 
not a distinct Person, may appear from a number of 
other terms which are used as synonymous. 

The breath of the Lord is used as synonymous with 
the Spirit of the Lord. The wicked are represented 
as consumed both by the " breath of the Lord," and by 
the " Spirit of the Lord"—" By the blast of God they 
perish, and by the breath of his^ mouth are they con- 
sumed" — " And then shall that wicked be revealed 
whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of his 
mouthy Moreover, as an emblem ot giving the Spirit^ 
Christ breathed on his disciples, and said, " Eeceive ye 
the Holy Ghost."* 

The HAND of the Lord and the Spibit of the Lord 
are used as synonymous. " So the Spibit of the 
Lord lifted me up, and took me away — ^but the hand 
of the Lord was strong upon me " — *• By his Spirit 

* The Spirit of the Lord, and the hreaih of the Lord are the same 
in the origmaL Is the breath of the Lord a PerMnf If not^ neither 
IS the Spirit of the Lord or the Holy ^Nrtt 
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lie hath garnished the Heavens ; his hmvi hath formed 
the crooked serpent "t— " The heavens are the work 
of thy Im-nd " — " And the havd of the Lord wa3 with 
them, and a great multitude believed and turned to 
the Lord." 

The^wg^er of God and the Sjpint of God are sy- 
nonymous. '^ By 7m Spirit he hath garnished the 
heavens " — " I consider the Heavens the work of thy 
fingers " — " But if I cast out devils by the ^rit of 
Ood, then the kingdom of God is come unto you " — 
"But if I with lih(d finger of God cast out devils^ no 
doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you," 

Can it be viewed as proper or respectM to speak 
of one self-existent Person as the breathj the hand^ or 
iiie finger J of another co-equal Person? 

As the arm, the handj or the finger of a.pet¥e)0& is 
subordinate to his will, so the Spirit of God is vm^ 
formly repres^ited as subordinate to the will of GodJ 
And as any thing which is done by the hand of a man, 
IB done by the man^ so any thing which is done by 
the Spirit of God, is done by God. Accordingly, in 
the Scriptures, the same things are at one time attri- 
buted to God, and at another to the Spirit of God, or 
the Holy Spirit. 

8. The metaphors made use of in Scripture to re^ 
present the Spirit, the act of giving or sending the 
Spirit, and the descent of the Spirit, are clearly against 
the opinion that the Spirit is a distinct Person. Water 
is the metaphor most frequently used to represent the 
Spirit; and the act of sending or giving the Spirit is 
represented by pouring out, Adding forth, sprirjding^ 
washing, or baptizing ; and the descent of the Spirit ia 
compared to the descent of rain and dew. 

Giving the Spirit is also compared to fp^mg w«fcQV 
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to drink, and to anointing with oil. And in 
once to the viwpr^sion the Spirit makes on the hearti 

of saints, it is compared to ink. 

Can you, sir, suppose, that these metaphors and re- 
presentations properly apply to a Person, or to the 
act of sending a self-existent Person? Powring out 
and 9prinkiing are perhaps the most common meta- 
phors to represent the act of sending the Holy Spirit: 
and what metaphors could you invent more improper 
to represent the act of sending a Person? It is Gron 
who says, " I will pour out my Spirit." And if you 
say by GrOD is meant only one of three self-existent 
Persons, wiU you also say that one self-existent Per- 
son promises that he will pour out another self-exist- 
ent Person ? 

Permit me, sir, to ask, what do you mean when you 
pray to God to pour out his Spirit? Do you mean 
to ask one self-existent Person to pour out another? 
Do you not mean to ask God to make a gracious dis- 
play of his fdlness for the production of some im- 
portant effects ? 

When you speak of a great oui-pouring of the 
Spirit of God, do you mean to represent that one self- 
existent Person has made a great outpouring of an- 
other co-equal Person? Do you not mean that God 
has made a great display of his power, wisdom, and 
goodness, upon the hearts and minds of men? It is 
presumed you will admit that the latter is your mean- 
ing. And it is a comforting thought that my views of 
the Spirit not only accord with the natural import of 
Scripture language, but with what appears to be tiiereal 
views of God's people in their prayers for the Spirit. 

4. The Spirit of Godis spoken of in the Scriptures 
as something which may be given hymeasure^ or wOk- 
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&ut mecLswre; and wlien communicated or displayed 
by measure^ we may speak of a residue. 

After John the Baptist had seen the emblem of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Son of God, he 
not only bare record that He is the Son of God, but 
also that "He whom God hath sent, speaketh the 
words of God ; for God givelh not the Spirit by mea- 
sure unto himJ" In this verse, the Son's haying the 
Spirit without measure, is given as the reason why 
the words which he speaketh are the words of Ood. 

As the Son of God had the Spirit not by measure, so 
he had it in a manner that he could communicate it to 
others ; therefore John farther testified, " This is He, or 
the same is He, which baptizeth vritk the Holy QhosV^ 
But while the Son had the Spirit without measure, 
the apostles and saints had it by measure. 

The prophet Malachi, in bearing testimony against 

the conduct of the Jews in putting away their wives, 

brings into view the wise conduct of God in creation, 

in making but one woman for one man — " And did not 

he make one? yet had he the residue of the SpiriL^^ 

The idea intended to be communicated appears to be 

this, that God did not neglect to make more than one 

woman for one man through any defect of wisdom, 

power, or goodness. Had it been best, he was aU- 

sufficient to have made more, and would have done it. 

Does not, then, this text plainly suggest, that by the 

Spirit is intended ihid fulness or aU-sufficiency of God? 

And do not the phrases, the Spirit by measure^ and the 

residue of the Spirit^ naturally oppose the opinion that 

by the Spirit is intended a distinct and independent 

Person? 

As infinite wisdom saw fit not to place me on a level 

you, and most of my brethren in the ministcyi 
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in respect ta the advantages of a learned edizoatbn, 
you may think it improper for me to suggest any ar- 
gument &om the Greek language respecting the Holy 
Spirit But not pretending to much knowledge of 
that language, permit me to ask a few questions. Are 
not the articles and pronouns in the Greek language, 
agreeing with the terms Holy Spirit, uniformly of^e 
neuter gender ? And are not the articles and pronoims 
agreeing with the Father and Son, of the masculine 
gender ? And what is the ground of this distinction, 
if the Spirit be a proper person ? 

In reply to these questions, it has been said, that the i 
noun, Spirit, is of the neuter gender ; and the geniuB 
of the Greek language requires, of course, that thear- I 
tides and pronouns should be of the neuter gender. | 
All this is easily believed ; nor is it seen that, in thu 
respect, the genius of the Greek language differs from ; 
our own. But why, sir, is the noun neuter ? And how 
did you know that it was neuter, but by the neuter ao- 
tides and pronouns? Had masculine artides and 
pronouns been imiformly used throughout the New i 
Testament, as agreeing with the noun, Spirit, would 
you ever have known or thought that the noun was \ 
of the neuter gender? 

In some instances, the translators give us the pro- 
nouns, agreeing with the Spirit, in the neuter gender, 
according to the Greek — " The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our Spirit." — " The Spirit it^lf maketh 
intercession for us." — ^Instead of itselfj they might | 
have said himself , as well as to have given us Ae, Am^ 
kim, for it, its, &c. And if they had as uniformly 
given us ^e pronoims in the neuter, as they are so | 
in the Greek, the appearance of the Spirit's being a 
distinct Person would have been nearly ezduiled ften 
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the Bible. And we should have as much reason to 
suppose that by " our Spirits " are intended Persons 
distinct from ourselves, as that by the "Spirit of 
Otxl " is intended a Person distinct from the Fathoi*. 
This probably would have been completely the case, 
unless we should have had some source of information, 
by which we should have been able to correct the 
natural import of inspired language. 

This subject of the pronouns is not introduced as 
having had any influence in forming my opinion of 
the Holy Spirit It was formed previous to any in- 
formation on this particular. Yet, in my view, this 
circumstance corroborates that opinion, and is worthy 
of the most serious attention. 

No person, in conversation with me, has pretended 
to deny the fisw5t, that the pronouns in Greek for the 
Spirit are of the neuter gender ; and no one has given 
me any satisfactory reason why they should be trans- 
lated as personal pronouns of the masculine gender. 
It is, however, possible, that you, or some other per- 
son, may yet do it ; but until it is done, you will 
allow me to consider the argument in view, as of 
great weight against the personahty of the Holy Spirit 



LETTER II. 

SOME PASSAGES CONSIDERED, WHICH HAVE BEEN 
SUPPOSED TO SUPPORT THE PERSONALITY OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 

Rev. Shu 

It may be proper now to pay some attention to those 
passages of Scripture, which have been supposed 
most certainly to imply the distinct personality of the 
Holy Spirit 

9 
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1 Cor- iL 10. " The Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea the de^ things of God." 

This passage has much of the appearance of &yor- 
ing the personality of the Spirit. But if we candidly 
attend to the following verse, this appearance may 
disappear — " For what man knoweth the things of a 
man, save the spirit of man that is in him ? Even 
so, the things of God knoweth no man, but the SpirU 
of God." It is obvious, that the /Spirit of God is here 
represented as bearing the same relation to God, as 
the spirit of a man does to the man. But as a man 
and his spirit are but one person, so God and hia i 
Spirit are represented as one Person. ' 

Mr. Jones has quoted the last of these verses, to ( 
prove, in opposition to Arians, that the Spirit of God i 
is essentially God, as truly so as the spirit of man is 
essentially man. This text does indeed afford a con- 
clusive argument against the Arian hypothesis ; but 
it also affords an argument equally conclusive against 
the hypothesis of Mr. Jones. It is on the ground of 
the comparison or parallel exhibited in the text, that 
Mr. Jones shows this text to be opposed to the Arian 
scheme ; and on the same ground it is as clearly op- i 
posed to his own, unless he would undertake to say 
that a man and his spirit are two persons. If he 
could make this appear to be true, then he might well 
argue that God and his Spirit are also two Persons. , 

Acts V. 3. "But Peter said, Ananias, why hath ' 
Satan filled thine heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost ?" I 

Peter and other apostles had been filled with the 
Holy Spirit in a remarkable manner; and it was 
doubtless by the Spirit of God that Peter was enabled j 
to discern the deceit and falsehood of Ananias. His 
lying, therefore, was really lying to the Holy SpiriL 
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Ananias had been a witness of the wonderful things 
which God had done, and that the apostles had done, 
by the Holy Spirit, or in consequence of being ** en- 
dued with power from on high," and for him, in the 
fece of those manifestations of Divine goodness, wis- 
dom, and power, to come forward with a lie or deceit- 
ftd pretence to the apostles, was truly to " tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord," or to tempt the Lord to display 
the same power in his destruction, that had been dis- 
played for the salvation of others. 

Heb. iii. 7. " Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, 
To-day, if ye will hear his voice." 

We have many instances in Scripture, in which it 
is represented that the Holy Spirit spake, said, &c. 
The words of Peter will explain the matter — " Holy 
men of God ^ake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost." [2 Peter i. 21.] God by his Spirit of fulness 
taught them what **they ought to speak." 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. " The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen." 

This passage has often been urged with consider- 
able confidence as a proof that there are three self- 
existent Persons in God, and that the Holy Spirit is 
one of those Persons. But a little attention to the 
natural import of thd passage may be sufficient to show 
that neither of these ideas are implied. We may note — 

1. God is here named as a Person distinct from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ is named as a * 
Person distinct from the self-existent God. 

2. The text does not say, " communion with the 
Holy Ghost," as though the Spirit were a Person; 
but "communion of the Holy Ghost," as though the 
Spirit were something to, be received. We have a 
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similar phraseology, 1 Cor. x. 16. " The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the amirnunion of 
the blood of Christ ?" Neither the cup nor the blood of 
Christ is a person ; but a benefit^ of which we may ba 
the thankful partakers. The import of the benedio* 
tion inay be this, May you experience the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, by being 
made thankful partakers of the Holy Spirit, to sanctify, 
to teach, to support, and to comfort you forever. 

The phrase " fellowship of the Spiiit," is the same 
in the original as communion of the Spirit. This by 
Poole's Continuators is explained to mean, commu- 
nion among saints in the ^^ grace of the Spirit." [PhiL 
iL 1. 

In our Saviour's affectionate discourse with his dis- 
ciples before his passion, for their comfort and sup- 
port, he promised them the Holy Spirit under the title 
of the Comforter. The substance of what he said in 
that discourse, respecting the character of the Spirit, 
shall here be brought into view. 

" And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you fox* 
ever, even the Spirit of truth." [John xiv. 16, 17.] 

" But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
things whatsoever I have said unto you." [John xiv. 
26.] 

" But when the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth which proceedeth from the Father, he shall tes- 
tify of me." [John xv. 16.] 

" If I go not away, the Comforter will not come un- 
to you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you and 
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when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment." [John xvi. 7, 8.] 

" When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth, for he shall not speak of him- 
self ; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
I speak : And he will show you things to come. He 
shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
show it unto you." [John xvi. 13.] 

Had we no other passages of Scripti;ire, by which to 
detennine the character of the Holy Spirit, we should 
most naturally be led to the conclusion that the Holy 
Spirit is a distinct Person. Yet, it may be asked, 
should we conclude that the Spirit is a Person inde- 
pendent and equal with the Father ? For throughout 
the whole description, is not the Spirit represented as 
subordinate to the will of the Father ? 

In these passages, sir, we may contemplate the Holj 
Spirit as properly personified under another name, foj 
the same reason that we personify the natural sun 
when we wish to give a striking and impressive view 
of its glory, utility, and importance. And yet there 
seems to have been particular care taken that oui 
minds should not be misled by the personification. If 
you, sir, will be at the trouble of removing from these 
verses the masculine pronouns, and write neuter pro- 
nouns in their room, so far as the original will justify 
such a change, you may find the personification far 
less strong than it is in our translation. After you 
have made this change in the pronouns, you will not 
find the Spirit more strongly personified, than the 
spirit or soul of man is often personified, or spoken 
oi^ as a distinct person irom the man. Thus the 
Psalmist addresses his soul, " Why art tfum cast down, 
O my soul? Why art thou disquieted within me? 
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Hope thou in Gtxi,'* &c. The ricli fool is represented 
as addressing his soul as it would be natural to ad* 
dress another person — "I will say to my soul, Soul, 
thou hast goods laid up for many years, take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry." 

Moreover, there are several things said of the Com- 
forter, which naturally suggest the idea that it is not a 
Person^ but an einaruition of the IXvine fulness^ which 
is intended. When Christ had named the Comforter, 
he immediately explained — the Spirit of truth ; which 
naturally suggests the idea, that what he was speak- 
ing of was an efficient influence or emanation from 
that God who is truth. Besides, he said, " The Holy 
Ghost which proceedeth from the Father ;" and this 
is the precise idea of ewMnation. But it does not com* 
port with the idea, that the Spirit is an independent 
person, co-equal with the Father. There is, howev 
er, still more decisive evidence to be produced. 

These gracious promises of the Comforter were 
renewed to the apostles after Christ had risen from 
the dead ; and in renewing the promises, the jpersanifi 
cation was wholly omitted. 

In giving the account of what Christ said to his apou 
ties between the resurrection and ascension, Luke h 
his gospel states, that Christ said to them, " And be 
hold, I send the pbomise of my Father upon you; b«; 
tarry ye at Jerusalem until ye be endued with pow- 
er PBOM ON HIGH." — ^Luke xxiv. 49. 

In the introduction to the Acts of the Apostles^ 
Luke brings the same thing again into view, but in a 
different form. After mentioning that Christ '^ show- 
ed himself alive after his passion, by many infallible 
proo&, being seen of the apostles forty days, and speak* 
ing of things pertaining to the kingdom of God," he 



oar THX CHASACTEB OF THB HOLY SBTBIT. 199 

adds, " And being assembled together with them, com- 
manded them that they should not depart firom Jeru- 
salem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith hcj ye have heard of me. For John truly baptiz- 
ed with water ^ but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence." 

The apostles were inquisitive, and asked, saying, 
"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel ? And he said unto them, It is not for 
you to know the times or the seasons which the Father 
hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,^^ 

In these several accounts there is an obvious refer- 
ence to the prior ^omwe of the (hmforter ; and these 
passages serve to explain the import of that promise. 
To be endued with power from on high^ to he baptized 
with the Holy Qhost, and to have the Comforter sent 
unto them, are all the same thing. The substance of 
the whole was this, that they should be endued tuiih 
supernatural powers^ supernatural fortitude^ supemat- 
ural support^ assistance^ and comfort; and thus be pre- 
pared to go forth in the name of Christ to preach the 
gospel, and to confirm their doctrines by signs and 
wonders or incontestible miracles. 

And it may be worthy of particular notice, that the 
Holy Spirit is represented as something wiSt which 
the apostles should be baptized^ as John baptized with 
water. "John truly baptized WITH water^ bujt ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost^ The Holy 
Spirit, in the baptism which the apostles were to re- 
ceive, answers to the water in the baptism adminis- 
terod by John. And unless we may suppose that the 
water in John's baptism was an agent^ we may not 
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suppose the Holy Spirit to be an agent in the baptisza 
received by the apostles.* 

The promise of Christ was fulfilled ; for " when the 
day of Pentecost was fully come, the apostles were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound &om heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven' 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat on each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utteranceJ^ 

Thus, sir, was Christ's promise of the Comforter ' 
fulfilled ; the apostles were baptized with the Hobj | 
Spirit; they were endited vnth power from, on high: i 
and as the first finiits of this power they spake lan- 
guages that they had never studied or learned; and 
they spake as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Let us now attend to Peter's account of the fulfil- 
ment of the promise of the Comforter, which he gave 
in his sermon on that memorable occasion. 

" This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath SHED FORTH this 
which ye now see and hear." 

As the Holy Spirit in this baptism answered to the 
water in John's baptism, and as Christ himself had 
become the administrator of this baptism, Peter with 

* As the metaphor of water is ftbundantlj used to represent tbe 
ffdy Spirit, baptizing toith the Soly Spirit harmoDizes with that me- 
taphor ; the same as pouring out, thedaing forth, sprinkling^ <be. la i 
the New Testament, six times we have the representation of bapimiu | 
with the Sbly ^rit. But where shall we mid one instance iai^i j 
the H0I7 Spirit is represented as an Agent or A^inittrator in bu>- 
ticingf 
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great propriety said, " He hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear." 

Thus evident it is, that, in Peter's view, the Holy 
Ghost is something which may be shed forth by the 
Son of God to whom the Spirit had been given not 
by measure ; by him, in whom it hath pleased the 
Father that all fulness should dwell. The same view 
of the Holy Spirit is given by Paul, in his epistle to 
Titus — " According to his mercy, he saved us by th« 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on, us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour." [Titus iii. 5, 6.] 

If by the Holy Spirit be meant the fulness of God, 
or an efficient emanation of Divine fulness, the word 
shed may very properly be used to express the man-«- 
ner of its being given or sent. But who will say that 
this is a proper term by w hich to express the act of 
giving or sending a Person.^ And if we may believe 
that the apostles understood the promise of " the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost," may we not believe 
that the Holy Spirit is not a Person distinct firom the 
Father and tie Son? 

Thus, sir, it has been my endeavor to explain what 
Christ intended by the Comforter, by making the 
Scriptures their own interpreter. You will not, it is 
hoped, see any sophistry in my reasonings upon this 
particular. And if not, it is believed you must, at 
least, very strongly doubt the correctness of any 
theory which supposes the Holy Spirit to be a Person. 
For in no other instance is the Spirit so strongly per- 
sonified as under the name of the Comforter. 

Matt, xxviii. 19, and 1 John v. 7, will be duly no- 
ticed in Part IT 
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' LETTER III. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, TO SHOW, THAT BY THK 
HOLT SPIRIT IS NOT INTENDED A DISTINCT PER- 
SON. 

Rby. Sir, 

Having endeavored feithfdlly to examine most of 
those passages of Scripture which have the greatest 
appearance of favoring your views of the Holy Spirit, 
and believing it has been shown that they are per- 
fectly consistent with my own without any forced 
construction, some farther considerations, which have 
had great weight on my mind against the hypothesis, 
that the Spirit is a distinct and self-existent Person, 
will now be added. 

1. Much is said in the Scriptures of the mutual 
love between the Father and the Son, and the dis- 
position of each to honor the other ; but where shall 
we find the least intimation of any love on the part 
of the Father or the Son towards the Holy Spirit as 
a Person ? or on the part of the Holy Spirit towards 
either the Father or the Son ? Yet if the Spirit be a 
Person, as distinct from the Father and the Son, as 
the Son is from the Father, should we not have rea- 
son to expect the same evidence of mutual love in the 
one case as in the other? And since the evidence of 
mutual love between the Father and the Son is so 
abundant in the Scriptures, and no mention is made 
of any love between the Father and the Spirit, nor 
between the Son and the Spirit, have we not strong 
ground to believe that the Spirit is not a distinct Per- 
son? 

2. "We have much said in the Scriptures of the love 
of the Father towards mankind, and also of the love 
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of the Son ; bat what is said of the lo¥e of the Spirit 
towards our mined race ? Not a word. 

3. We are required to love the Father, and to love 
the Son, as two distinct Persons ; but where do yon 
Qnd any requirement to love the Spirit as a Person 
distinct from the Father or the Son ? Not in the Bible. 

4. We have both precept and example for worship- 
ping the Father and the Son, as two distinct Persons ? 
but have we either precept or example in the Scrip- 
tures for paying Divine homage to the Spirit as a 
Person? 

5. We have an accoimt, in the visions of John, of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb ; but does John 
make any mention of the throne of the Holy Spirit ? 
Or is there any intimation in the Bible, that the Spirit, 
as a Person, has a throne in heaven ? 

Now, sir, on the supposition that the Spirit is a Per-' 
son co-equal with God the Father, how will you be 
able to account for these distinctions^ or these omissions^ 
in the Sacred Scriptures ? If we could find the same 
evidence of mutual love between the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, as between the Father and the Son ; and 
the same evidence that the Spirit, as a Person, loves 
mankind, as that the Father and the Son do ;* or if 
we could find such evidence in fiivor of loving and 
honoring the Spirit as a distinct Person, as for loving 
and honoring the Father and the Son ; it might seem 
presumptuous to call in question the personality of 
the Spirit. But since the Scriptures are silent in all 

* It may be saidj that **■ the Ioyo of the Spirit** is once mentioned 
by St Paul Rom. xv. 80. But it is needless to give an exposition of 
mj own, to show that the passage does not represent the Spirit as a 
Person loving. It may suffice to cop^ the exposition of Mr. Poole's 
Continuatan, who were Athanasian wnters — "^ And for the love of the 
Spirit**— q. d. "If you love the Spirit of God ; or rather if the graot 
Qflove be mxragfat m joa hj the Spirit, shcyw it in this thing* 
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these important respects, suffer me to dissent from 
your opinion ; and to take the Scriptures for my guide 
in preference to any human theoiy. 

6. Though St John had no vision of the Holy 
Spirit as personally seated on the throne, he had a 
vision of the enthroned Lamb of Ghdj as having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God. These seven Spirits of God have been under- 
stood by some Athanasian expositors to be the same 
as the Holy Spirit This appears to be correct But 
that an individual Person should be called the seven 
Spirits of God, must appear very unnatural ; but if 
by the Holy Spirit be intended the Divine fulness or 
sufficiency, this may well enough be called the seven 
Spirits of God in rderence to its perfection and mani- 
fold operation. In a text, several times quoted, we 
read, with respect to the Son, that " God giveth noi 
the Spirit by measure unto him ;" and, in the passage 
now before us, we find Christ represented as having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. Horns are understood to be an em- 
blem of power, and eyes of vxisdom. Then the seven 
horns and seven eyes denote the perfect fulness oi 
Christ, and his aMsufficiency to open the book, and 
to loose the seals, or to direct and govern tiie affaiis 
of the universe. In view of this plenitude of wisdom 
and power, with which the Son was endued, and his 
taking the book and opening the seals, all that stood 
about the throne " sung a new song, saying. Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals there- 
of; for diou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and 
people, and nation." — ^Let us, my dear brotherigo 
and do likewise. 
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Here it may not be amiss to suggest some serious 
questions for your consideration, with a request that 
you would weigh them in an even balance 

1. K the Holy Spirit be a distinct Person, co-equal 
with the Father, is he not in the Scriptures exhibited 
in a manner which appears degrading^ and truly un< 
accountable; as bearing the same relation to God as 
an attribute; or as the hand or finger of God ; as be- 
ing constantly subject to the control or the will of an- 
other Person : never exhibited as a distinct object of 
worship or of love ; never addressed in prayer as a 
Person, either by the saints, or by Jesus Christ, 
though the Father was often addressed? 

2. K you, and those with you in sentiment, do 
^•eally view the Holy Spirit as a distinct Person equal 
with the Father, are you not justly chargeable with 
want of respect, yea, with disrespect^ towards the 
Holy Spirit ? How seldom do we hear the Spirit men- 
tioned in prayer, otherwise than as something which 
is subordinate tc; the will of God, which may be giv- 
en, sent, or poured out, for our benefit? At the close 
of your prayers, you often mention the Spirit, as 
though you thought it to be a Person ; but this is fre- 
quently the only instance in which, through the whole 
course of a prayer, there is the least intimation that 
the Spirit is viewed as a Person. But if, in your 
view, the Scriptures do really authorize the belief 
that the Holy Spirit is a distinct Person, and of equal 
dignity with the Father, how will you be able to an- 
swer for your inconsistency in treating the Father 
with so much more respect than you do the Holy 
Spirit? Has not the Holy Spirit reason to accuse you 
of partiality f But in vindication of your conduct, 
you may say, and that with great proprietyi that the 
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Holy Spirit is not so much as named as a Person in 
any prayer recorded in the Bible ; and that we are 
not required to address prayers to the Spirit as a dis- 
tinct Person. But, sir, if you have such ample ground 
on which you may justify your apparent neglect of 
the Spirit, have you not reason to examine the grounds 
of your fiiith? Does not the very ground on which 
you would justify your conduct, afford reason to 
doubt the correctness of your theory ? 

8. Do not your habitual^ practical^ and devotional 
views of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
harmonize much better with my present theory, than 
they do with your own? This may seem to you an 
extraordinary question ; but it is proposed, sir, with 
considerable confidence, that, on due reflection, if you 
answer it at all, it must be in the affirmative. My 
confidence in this matter results partly firom experi- 
ence, and partly firom observation. When you ap- 
proach the throne of grace, and^t^ out your heabt 
before God without any studied respect to theory^ do 
you not address God as one Person only f Do you not 
use the terms God, and Father, as perfectly synony- 
mous t When you thank God for the manifestation of 
his love, in sending his dear Son to die for our offences, 
do you not naturally consider the Son as a Being pro- 
perly distinct fi:*om the Father, naturally subordinate 
to the Father, but exalted with the Father's right 
hand ? When you pray to God that he would^x?ur out 
HIS Holy Spirit, is not this your real prayer, that 
God would make a display of his power, wisdom, and 
love, for the production of some desirable effect ? Do 
you not mean to ask for some efficient, productive 
emanation of his fdlness ? K, in your habitual and de^ 
Totioiud views, the Spirit were a distinct Personi oo 
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equal vrith the Father, "woxild it not l^e more natural 
for you, in praying for the Spirit, to address your pe- 
titions directly to the Holy Spirit, than to pray the 
Father to sevkd or pour out his Spirit ? Does it not 
then appear that your devotional and habitual views 
are conformable to the theory I have adopted, and in 
opposition to your own ? How then wiU you be able 
to vindicate your conduct before God, from a charge 
of inconsistency, in supportmg a theory which is re^ 
pugnant to your own habitual and devotional views, 
or in indulging habitual and devotional views which 
are repugnant to the theory which you profess to be- 
lieve ? And permit me to ask, which does God con- 
sider the real sentiments of your hearty those which you 
express in advocating your theory, or those which 
you habitually and naturally express in your daily 
prayers to him? 

It is, sir, most sensibly felt, that the theories, pre- 
possessions, and learning, of the Christian world, are 
at present not on my side. But no small consolation 
is derived, by consideriog the general tenor and nat- 
ural import of Bible language very clearly in jEavor of 
each part of the theory set forth in the foregoing Let- 
ters. It is also consoling to consider the language of 
Christian devotion in such agreement with my views, 
that whatever may be objected against them, mLay, 
with equal propriety, be objected against the most de- 
vout feelings and language of my brethren. And as 
long as these things shall appear so much on my side, 
nothing can deprive me of the pleasing expectation 
that the theory, now exposed to public view, wiU be 
found substantially correct, approved of God, and that 
which the whole £unily of Christ will ultimately re- 
ceive, and, rejoice in forever. 
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AN EXAlilNATION OF DIFFICULT PASSAOBS 

OF SCRIPTURE. 



LETTER I. 
BULES OP INTERPRETATION STATED AND APPLIED. 

RsY. Sir, 

In tlie preceding Letters, my views of many pas- 
sages of Scripture, wliich have been supposed to feyor 
the Athanasian theory, have been occasionally given. 
But there are others to which no distinct attention 
has been paid. It is my wish to have error detected, 
if there be any in my views. Suffer me, therefore, to 
lay before you my adopted rules of interpretation, and 
give you a specimen of their application. 

Bule I. "The Scriptures were inspired, to instruct 
common readers, by using words according to their 
common acceptation, and not to confound them by an 
abuse of language." 

The language in which this rule is expressed, is 
borrowed from Dr. Spring's sermon on the self exist- 
ence of Christ, and is applied to the many thousands 
of texts in which personal pronouns of the singular 
number are used as substitutes for the nouns God, 
Lord God, &c., and the inference is, that God is one 
Person only. 

The same rule is applied to the numerous texts in 
which Christ is represented as the Son of God, God's 
OWN and ONLY Son ; and the inference is, that Christ 
is not the self-existent God, but the Son of the self* 
existent God. 
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Bule IL The terms used in Eevelation must be un- 
derstood in a sense corresponding with some analogy 
known to men. 

According to this rule, also, it is inferred, that the 
Son of God cannot be a self-existent Person. It is 
likewise concluded, that there are no passages of 
Scripture which were designed to teach us that Uiree 
Persons are but one intelligent Being ; nor that there 
may be two intelligent Beings in one Person. As ex- 
traordinary as it may seem, both of these contradic- 
tory hypotheses pertain to your theory. God you 
suppose to be three distinct Persons ; and yet but one 
intelligent Being. You also suppose that Christ is 
both God and a Man united in one Person, This, it 
is thought, amounts precisely to the hypothesis of two 
intelligent Beings in one Person. Is it not, sir, extra- 
ordinary, that great and good men should adopt two 
hypotheses so manifestly contradictory, while neither 
of them can be supported by Scripture, nor illustrated 
by any analogy in nature ? 

But did not Christ say, / and my Father are one ? 
Yes, sir ; but he never said, I and my Father are 
but one intelligent Being. Nor have we any analogy 
which can justify such an iaterpretation of the words. 
There are many senses in which a Father and a Son 
may be one, besides that of one Being. And in no 
other case, in which the words are used by a Son, 
should we have the least suspicion that this is the in- 
tended import. God and Christ may be of one nature 
as a Father and Son ; they may be one in affection, 
in interest, and in operation ; they may also be one in 
respect to Mness and authority, as has been already 
noted and explained. 

When Christ made this declaration, the Jews ao* 
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cufled him of blasphemy, and of ^' making himself 
God." But Christ, in his answer, distinctly let them 
know that his words imported no more than that he 
was truly the Son of God, and as such united with 
the Father — " Say ye of Him whom the Father hath 
sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest^ 
because I said, I am the Son of God." 

Rxde III. So fer as the Scriptures may interpret 
themselves, by comparing Scripture with Scripture, 
such interpretation is to be preferred to any human 
hypothesis. 

This rule has been found of extensive application. 
The Divine names and titles given to the Son of God ; 
the Divine works and honors ascribed to him, and his 
Divine fulness, are all distinctly accounted for in the 
Scriptures, on the ground of the Father's love and 
pleasure. Therefore, these titles, these works, these 
-honors, or this fulness, may not be considered as evi- 
dence of the personal self-existence of the Son of God. 

Rule IV, In many instances, it is necessary to take 
into view the customs of the people to whom the Scrip- 
tures were originally communicated, and to consider 
in what light they would most naturally understand 
particular passages. 

The prophecies respecting the Messiah were prob- 
ably originally written for the comfort and benefit of 
the good people among the Israelites or Jews ; at 
least, this may be supposed to be one principal object 
of the predictions. In the prophecies, the promised 
Messiah was called by various names, and some of 
them were Divine names, or names of Divine import. 
He was not only called David, and David the King, 
but it was predicted that his name should be called 

Emmanuel, Wondebpitl, CounselloE| the Migh- 
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TY God, the everlasting Father, and the Prinoe 
OF Peace. 

If we would know how a Jew wonld be likely to 
understand these names or titles, we should consider a 
custom which was common among the Jews, viz. that 
of giving significant names to persons, places, altars, 
&c. At the close of our great Bibles we have a table 
of the names used in the Old Testament, with their 
several significations. K you will examine this table, 
vou will find that other Persons had Divine names, be- 
sides the Messiah. — See a few of these names, with 
their signification — Miashib, the God of conversion — 
Elijah^ God the Lord, or the strong Lord — Eliphdkt^ 
the God of deliverance — EUshcu, the salvation of God — 
Lemuel^ God with them, or him. They also gave Di- 
vine names, or names of Divine import, to places and 
altars — Jehovah-jirek, the Lord will see or provide — 
Jehovah-Nissi^ the Lord my Banner — M-elofie-Israel^ 
God, the God of Israel 

Now, sir, imagine yourself to have been a Jew, liv- 
ing in the days of the prophets, and perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the custom of giving significant names ; then 
consider what ideas you would naturally have taken 
from the various names given to the promised Messiah. 
If you had heard him called David, or David the 
King, would you have supposed that the Man who 
killed Goliah was to appear again as the promised 
Saviour ? If you had heard the prophet say, respecting 
the promised Son, They shall call his name Emman- 
ttel, would you have supposed that God himself was 
to come as the promised Messiah? "Would you not 
rather have supposed the Son to be one in whom God 
would make some gracious manifestations of himself 
to men? K you had heard him called the Mighty 
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Oodj and Everlasting Father^ wonld it not have Ibeeii 
natural for you to suppose that the Son was to be one 
in whom the Mighty Gk)d and Everlasting Father 
would make surprising manifestations of his powcs* 
and his kindness ? K you had heard him called, " The 
Lord our Righteousness^^^ what would have been more 
natural than for you to have supposed, that the Mes- 
siah was to be one id whom Jehovah would display his 
righteousness, or one through whose righteousness 
men should be benefited by Jehovah ? 

Accustomed as the Jews were to believe in one God 
only, and to speak of that God as only one Person ; 
accustomed as they were to the use of significant 
names of high import ; would it not have been un- 
speakably more natural for them to understand the 
names of the Messiah as significant, importing some 
such ideas as I have mentioned, than to suppose that 
the Son to he horn was the very God who \idA prom- 
ised to SEND HIM into the world. 

The prophet did not say the Son shall be Emman- 
uel, but ^^they shall call his name Emmanuel," He 
did not say, the Son shall be the Mighty God and Ev- 
erlasting Father, but " his name shall he caUed,^^ &c. 
And this phraseolgy was probably used with direct 
reference to the custom of the Jews in giving signifi- 
cant names. And the Son's having the Divine names 
thus given him by the spirit of prophecy, is no proof 
that he is personally the self-existent God, any more 
than his being called David, or David the King, is a 
proof that he was personally David the son of Jesse. 

It may be useful, in this connection, to consider what 
expectations were in fact excited among the Jews, by 
the Divine names given to the promised Messiah. 
And is there, sir, any evidence, that any Jew, whether 
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kttmedar unTflgrnwi, good or laad, ever xaidcxBtood 
the Diyine nsanes given to Ihe MeeBxafa^ as inqxntiiig 
tluil he fihoidd lie liie fielfcxiBtent Grod? Ifnosooh 
idea was excised in Ihe siinde of piouB Jews, bj ^le 
uae of those names, -we may irawrmahlT sappoBib that 
no such idea was mtBndfid in Ihe 



Di^ti.^'^Hi*;; 



lette:e II. 

A FIFTH mXTLE OF UrTEEFBECAZIOK BEAXSD AKD 



Bsv. Sia, 

Permit me now to stale and spj^ another rule of 
interpietatioiL 

Bute V. Partacnlar phiaseB, tenns, and epitheia^ 
are to be fmderatood in a sense irhich is oonsisfeeiit 
with the genenl tenor of the gospel, and Ihe diarao- 
t^ of the objects to whieh litej are i^iplied. 

Theie aie two things reelecting Jesos Ghiist, whidi 
are, in m j view, soppcnled bj the general tenor of 
thegospd, TizL 

1. That he is truly the Son of God. 

2. That he obeyed, sofierod, and died, to open the 
way for our salvation. 

These two points are not only supported by the gen- 
eral tenor of the goq)el, but tl^y appear to be esscntiiGU 
to the gospel plan of salvation. If we deny these, do 
we not in effeet deny the gospel? If we deny these, do 
we not make Otxi a Uar f 

If these are points unquestionably revealed, and 
supported by the general tenor of the gospel, then all 
the particular phrases, terms and epithets, used in re* 
spect to the Son of G-od, are to be understood in a 
aense which is consistent with these leading truths oi 
thegoepeL 



I 
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There are several texts of Scriptare widcli l»t« 
been understood as sapporting the idea that the Son 
of God is absolutely self-existent, independent, and 
immutable. But as this doctrine is, in my view, in- 
consistent with what have been stated as truths Stqv 
ported by the general tenor of the goi^l, let ub exam- 
ine those texts, and see whether they do necessarily 
import what you and others have imagined. 

John X. 18. " I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my Father." 

I^ in any instance, the Son of God said any thing 
which imported that he had independe7it potver^ tibis is 
the instance — ^But Christ did not say, " I have tntfe- 
pendent pov)er,^^ — ^Besides, it is believed, that in this 
case the word power is the same as authority. And 
this authority or this (xmvmxindTYierU Chriistsays he re- 
ceived of hid Father. We may add, the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead is abundantly and explicitly 
attributed to God in distinction from the Son-^" God 
raised him from the dead." 

Micah V. 2. " Whose goings forth have been from 
of ofc?, from everlasting^ 

Whatever existed before the world, may be said to 
be of oldy from everlasting. In the eighth chapt^ of 
Proverbs, Wisdom, or Christ under the name of Wis- 
dom, is represented as using language Bimilar to that 
in the text before us. — " The Lord possessed me in the 
beginning of his way, before his works of old : I was 
set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was." But Wisdom adds, "When there weie 
no depths, / vxzs brought fiyrM^ — ^Before the HUb, 
was I brought forth — " Then I was by him as am 
brought up unth him, and I was daily his delight"-' 
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Brought up wWh him as a Son with a Faiher; and as a 
/Sbn, was daily his delight. The Son was firom ever* 
lasting^ as he was brovLght forth before there were either 
depths or hiUs. 

Eev. L 17. "J am the First and the LasV^ 

In the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah, the Lord of 
Hosts adopts this title, and says, '' I am the First and 
the Ldst^ and besides me there is no God." 

In view of these texts, Mr. Jones forms this argu- 
ment — '' There is no God besides him who is the First 
and the Last; but Jesus Christ is the First and the 
Last ; therefore, besides Jesus Christ there is no God." 
If this be fair reasoning, we may draw another con- 
clusion, viz. " The God and Father of our Lord 
j£sus Christ," is not God. Is it not amazing, thai 
Mr. Jones should reason in such a manner? In 
several instances, his conclusions as fully exclude the 
Fathsr from being God, as it is possible that lan- 
guage should do it. 

In Isaiah, God did not say. Besides us there is no 
God ; but, " Besides me there is no God." His words, 
therefore, as fully exclude every other Person as every 
other Being. 

When Christ said, " I am the First and the Last," 
he immediately added, " I am he that Uveih^ and was 
deadJ^ He is therefore to be considered as the First 
and the Last in a sense which is consistent with his 
having been dead. There are several senses in 
which Christ may style himself " the First and the 
Last '' — He may be so called as the constituted Head 
and (Z^€6^ of creation ; and as in his glory, as well aa 
the glory of the Father, all things will terminate-^ 
"S^ naiay be SQca^Ued as the Authcr and Finisher of 
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faith ; or, as a Son, lie may bear the Divine titles of 
his Father. 

Heb. xiii. 8. " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and forever." 

This text on which so much reliance has been plac- 
ed, has no verb in it ; and, therefore, considered by it- 
self it contains no affirmation. For the beginning of 
the sentence, and the sense of the text, we have to 
look back to the preceding verse, " Bemember them 
who have the rule over you, who have spoken unto 
you the word of God ; whose feith follow, consider- 
ing the End of their conversation, Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and forever." 

It is evident, that it is as the End of Christian con- 
versation that Christ is here brought into view. And 
by Jesus Christy we may understand not merely his 
Person, but his interest and glory. This End of our 
conversation is of immutable and perpetual import- 
ance — the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 

Heb. i. 12. " But thou art the same, and thy years 
shall not fail." 

This text was quoted from Psalm cii. and there 
was used in an address to God. This circumstance 
is worthy of note, and in my view, is the only diffi- 
culty presented by the text. Why were words, which 
were first addressed to God, quoted and applied to the 
Son? Perhaps you will not find me able to answer 
the question ; but if so, it will not hence follow that 
it is unanswerable. 

In the 5th verse, the apostle quoted a passage firom 
the Old Testament, and applied it to Christ, which 
was originally used in respect to Solomon — " I will 
be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son." 
These words are to be found three times in the Old 
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Testament, and each time they are contained in a 
gradoos promise of Grod to David re&pectiiig his son 
Solomon. Why then did the apostle quote these 
words and apply them to Christ, as though they had 
been originally used in respect to him ? The answer 
must probably be this, that Solomon was a type of 
Christ May we not then suppose, tiat the words, 
which were first addressed to God, were quoted by 
the apostle and applied to Christ as the Son and '^ im- 
age of the invisible God ?" 

Let us now attend to the import of the text : " But 
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fioL" Here 
we have exhibited a contrast between the material 
world and its constihded Creator. And what is the 
contrast? One wax^ old and is liable to perish, and 
the other will remain the same without end. This, 
it is conceived, is the most which can be supposed to 
be necessarily implied in the text And what is here 
affirmed of Christ, agrees with what he said of himseli^ 
'^ I am the First and the Last I am he that liveth 
and was dead ; and, behold, / live foreoermore.^^ 

You suppose the text imports absolute immutability. 
But, sir, was it no change in the Son of God to pass 
from the form of God to the form of a servant 7 Was 
it no change to die, and to be raised again from the 
dead? Is he now at the Father's right hand, in all 
respects the same that he was when he cried with a 
loud voice, " My God, my God, why hast ihou for- 
saken me?" 

Permil me, sir, to ask, whether the Greek word 
«»r«(, which in the text is translated same^ is any 
where in the New Testament used as importing ab- 
solute immutability, unless it be in the two texts 
which I have been last considering? If the datise 
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had been translated '' But thou art He^^ meaning a. 
with peculiar emphasis and distinction, would it not 
have been a literal and correct translation ? 

But let the translation be as it is, only let the word 
same be understood in a sense which will not contra- 
dict the gospel of Divine Love. — ^It is my choice to 
believe that God has spared not his own Son ;" and 
not to believe that he made a mere show of so loving 
the world, when he did not in reality. It affords me 
far greater satisfaction to believe that the Son of God 
was capable of personally doing and sufferiny accord- 
ing to the representations of Scripture, than I could 
find in believing that there is a want of strict truth and 
simplicity in the gospel representations of Divine Lova 



LETTER III. 

OTHER TEXTS CONSIDERED. 

Rev. Sir, 

Some texts on which Mr. William Jones has 
placed great reliance, may now be introduced. 

John iii 29. " He that hath the Bride, is thd 
Bridegroom." 

Isaiah liv. 5. "Thy Maker is thy husband, ihd 
Lord of Hosts is his name." 

Mr. Jones says, " The church, which is the Bride^ 
can no more have two Husbands, than Ohxist can 
have two churches." 

Whatever difficulty may be involved in the idea of 
two Husbands to the church, the difficulty cannot be 
diminished by supposing a greater number. Yet Mr. 
Jones' theory plainly supposes three distinct I^ersonif 
or agents, each of whom is the Husband of the xshuych. 

The truth is, that there is in no other sense Am 
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Husbands to the cliurch, tlian there are two Creators^ 
Saviours, or Lords, As God creates and saves by his 
Son, so by his Son he shows the kindness of a Hus- 
band to the church. The Son is the constituted Orea- 
tor, Saviour, and Lord; so he is the constituted Head 
and Bridegroom of the church. Accordingly " The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain King, who 
made a marriage for HIS Son." 

Eom. ix. 5. "Whose are the fathers, and of whom, 
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever. Amen." 

That Christ is, in this text, called God, will not be 
positively denied. But if he be, we may reasonably 
suppose that it is in the same sense that the Father 
calls him God, in his address, Heb. i. 8, 9 — ^that is, on 
the ground of a constituted character. See Part II. 
Letter IV. — ^But it is my prevailing opinion, that the 
latter clause of this text ought to be understood as an 
expression of gratitude and praise to God, the Father, 
for giving hi3 Son to come in the flesh, and exalting 
him as Lord over all; and that the verb be is under- 
stood in the original, and should^ be supplied in the 
translation, so as to have the clause read, " God be 
blessed forever. Amen." The verb be, jou know, is 
often understood in the Greek, and often supplied in 
the translation ;* and it is so several times between 
the words blessed and God, By comparing the Greek 
Tvord in this text, with other texts in which it is trans- 
lated blessed, it appears to me clearly to import grati- 
tude s,nd praise ;'f and such exclamations of gratitude 

♦ See Luke i 68. 2 Cor. viil 16.— ix. 16. Eph. I 2, 8.— iil 21. 

4 Was not our word euloffiu, from the Greek word, in this text^ 
which is translated blessed f And if it were common to speak of euh» 
gisamg God, might not the sense of the text be thus ezprassed, WhoM 
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and praise to God, are common in the writings of ihe 
apostle Paul. You will be pleased to examine and 
judge for yourself As it respects the point in ques* 
tion, it is to me a matter of perfect indifferency in 
which of the two senses the text is imderstood. 

2 Cor. V. 19. " God was in Christ, reconciling ihe 
world to himself." 

Mr. Jones says, " Were there no other passage of 
Scripture to be found, this alone is sufficient to over- 
throw the whole doctrine of Arianism.^ — ^However 
true this observation may be as it respects Arianism, 
the text will be found perfectly harmonious with my 
views. God is evidently spoken of as one Person on^ 
ly ; and Christ as another Person distinct fix)m Qon. 
" God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself." 
Himself is a proper pronoun for one Person^ and Gon 
is the antecedent. This one Person called God, was 
in another Person called Christ. K Christ were him- 
self God, and, as Mr. Jones affirms, the only true Ood^ I 
let me be informed what Ood was in Christ. 

In remarking on this very text, Mr. Jones says, "the 
word God, though of the singular number, is of plural I 
comprehension ; and he explains himself to mean that 
it comprises three Persons. The import of the text 
would then be, that three Persons called God, were 15 
Christ, reconciling the world to himself. It may be 
asked, ought not the pronoun to be themselves f Be- 
sides, if by God be meant three Persons^ Christ is a 
hurOi Person^ and not one of the three included in the 
name God. The same would be true of the phrase, 
" the Son of God." I 

, 1. John V. 20. " And we are in him that is true, 

m the fiithen, and of whom, as conoeming the flesh Ohiist oame^i^* 
if orer alli Qod (0 eulogized forerer. Ament ) 
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fven in Ms Son Jesus Clirist This is the true God| 
and eternal life." 

"With great confidence this text has been urged as 
an infallible proof that Jesus Christ is personally the 
true and self-existent God. But let us, sir, examine 
impartially, and take the connection into view — " And 
we know that we are of God, and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an understanding that 
we may know him that is true ; and we are in him 
fliat IS TBUE, eveh in his Son Jesus Christ. This is 
&e TRUE God, and eternal life." 

Sometimes the sense of a passage is rendered ob- 
scure by the repetition of pronouns ; and it is ever safe 
to substitute the nouns for the pronouns. Let us do 
BO in regard to this 20th verse. The apostle had men- 
tioned God in the preceding verse. He goes on to 
say, " And we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
God that is true ; and we are in God that is true, 
even in God's Son Jesus Christ This is the TRUE 
Gk)D, and eternal life." 

Now, it may be asked, which of the two is called 
the " TRUE God" in the last sentence, he that is rep- 
resented as the TRUE God repeatedly in the preced- 
ing part of the verse, or the Son of the true God 
who had come to give us an understanding that we 
might know GoD Ihat is true f Unless we are to be- 
lieve that John Tneant to teach us that there are more 
true Oods than one, we must suppose the true God 
in the last sentence is the same Person as the TRUE 
Gk)D in the preceding sentence, of whom Christ was 
the Son. 

Christ, in his prayer to the Father, whom he styled 
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the ONLY TRUE GoD, said, " I have mani^eskd % 
name to the men thou gayest me out of the world." 
This perfectly agrees with John's account, that " the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an undersfandr 
ing, that toe fnay know Him that is true" As Christ 
was in the flesh ; as the only tnie Ood was m Chri^ ; 
and as the business of the Son was to give us an un- 
derstanding of him that is true, or to manifest the TBUB 
God ; so God was manifested in the flesh. [1 Tim. 
iii. 16.] 

Isa. viii. 13, 14. " Sanctify the Jjord of Hosts 
himself; and let Him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread: And He shidl be for a Sanctuary : but 
for a stone of stumbling and fora rock of offence to both 
the houses of Israel." 

1. Peter ii. 7, 8. " The Stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the comer, 
and a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence." 

From these two texts, compasred, Mr. Jones draws 
this conclusion, "Christ is the Lord of Hosts himself." 

That by the Lord of Hosts is here meant the self- 
existent God, is admitted. It is also admitted, that, 
in the text quoted from Peter, Christ is called the stone 
of stumbling and rock of offence. Isaiah says of the 
Lord of Hosts, that "he shall be for a stone of stum- 
bling" &c. But hx)w shall he be thus ? By some act 
of his providence, or some manifestation of himself. 
The event proved that the act or manifestation pre- 
dicted was that of sending his Son in the likeness of sin- 
ful Jiesh. As God thus manifested himself in the Per- 
son of his Son, He became a stone of stumblingj that 
is, he did that at which his people stumbled. And at 
the same time, his Son was a stumbling block or stone 
of stumbling. Accordinglyi by the same prophet 
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God said, " Behold I lay in Zion a Stone, a tried 
Stone, a precious corner Stone." [Isa. xacviii. 
16.] This text is also quoted in the New Testamenti 
and applied to Christ. This precious comer stone was 
a stone of stumbling and rock of offence: This Stone 
was LAID in Zion by the Lord of Hosts Himself ; 
and by this ACT of ms providence, he became a 
STONE of stumbling to the unbelieving of " both the 
houses of Israel" 

Psalm Ixxviii. 56. " They tempted and provoked 
the Most High God." 

1 Cor. X. 9. " Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempted^ 

" Therefore," says Mr. Jones, *' ^rist is the Most 
High God." 

Christ said to his disciples, " He that despiseth me, 
despiseth him that sent me." On the same ground 
we may say, he that tempted Christ, or the Angel 
of Ood^s Presence^ tempted God. But if we must 
hence infer, that God and Christ are the same Person 
or Being, what will be the inference from these words 
of Christ, "He that despiseth YOU, despiseth ME?" 
Must we not infer, that Christ and his apostles are the 
Mme Person or Being f 

In Eom. X. 19 — 21, we read, " First, Moses saiih, 
I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no 
people. But Esaias is very bold and saith, I was 
found of them that sought me not. But to Israel he 
saith, All day long have I stretched forth my hands 
to a disobedient and gainsaying people." But if we 
look into the Old Testament, we find that all these 
things were said by Jehovah, the God of Israel. 
Moreover, we read, " As for Saul, he mad§ havock of 
the church, enteriag^into every house, and haling men 
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and women, committed tliem to prison.'* BuJb CHriflt 
considered this as persecuting himself; and said to 
him, " Sanl, Sanl, why persecutest thon me ?" Now, 
sir, if it were safe to follow Mr. Jones in his method 
of drawing conclusions, it might be inferred that Moses 
and Isaiah were the God op Israel, yea, " the Lobd 
OP Hosts himselp," and that the men and women^ 
persecuted by Saul, were Christ himselp. 

If a King has an own Son, whom he delights to hon- 
or, and who is united with him in government, what- 
ever the King does by his Son, may be properly at- 
tributed to either the Father, or the Son : And the 
disrespect shown to the Son may be considered as dis- 
respect to both the Father and the Son. Had these 
ideas been duly considered and appKed by Mr. Jones, 
a great part of his inferences and conclusions would 
probably have never appeared in print. But by dis- 
regarding such analogies, he eompeCkd the Bible to 
^peaJc his mind, 

LETTER V. 

THE SON OP GOD NOT THE SAKE PERSON AS THE 

GOD OP ISRAEL. 

Rev. Sib, 

Much time and labor have been expended, and 
much ingenuity displayed, in attempts to prove that 
Jesus Christ is the very Person who is called the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Israel, in the Old Testa- 
ment. That he was the Angel of God, and the Mem- 
um of Divine manifestations^ has been already admit- 
ted ; but that the Angel of God and the Ood of Israel 
mean the same Person, is not admitted. For the 
phrase the Angel of God as clearly presents to th^ 
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mind two distinct Beings, one of wliicli is sent by tho 
othevj as the phrase the Messenger of David. Besides, 
the God of Israel said respecting this Angel, ** Be- 
ware of him, provoke him not, for he will not pardon 
your transgressions ; for my name is in him." In 
these words, the God of Israel is, in the most decided 
manner, distinguished from the Angel of his presence^ 
as another Being or Agent 

That the Son of God is not the same Person as the 
God of Abraham, or the God of Israel, may appear 
from the following considerations : 

1. It was the God of Israel who gave the promise 
of the Messiah. He never promised that he would 
be the Messiah; but the Messiah was to be a Son 
whom the God of Israel was to raise up. 

2. The title given to Christ as the Son of God, will 
naturally lead us to the same conclusion. It was the 
Ood of Israel who prodtimed from heat en respecting 
the Messiah, "This is my beloved Son.^^ As Christ 
was made known to the Jews as the Son of God, 
would they not naturally be led to conclude, that if 
he were the Son of any God, he was the Son of the 
God of Israel? And if you, sir, suppose that he is 
the very Person who was called the God of Israel^ 
please to inform me of what God he was the Son. 
Will it not follow inevitably from your hypothesis, 
either that Christ was not the SoN OP God, or that 
the God of Israel was the SoN of some otheb God ? 

2. We have the most decided testimony, both oi 

Christ and his apostles, that the Person who is called 

the God of Abraham and the God of Israel, was the 

Father of Christ. In John viii. 54, we have the 

testimony of Christ himself— "Jesus aipswered, If I 

honor myself my honor is nothing ; it is my Fathsb 

8* 
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that honoreth me, of whom ye say that Hb is TOUB 
God." What God, sir, did the Jews say was their 
God ? Was it not the God of Israel f If so, then the 
CM of Israel was the Father of Christ And is not this 
testimony of Christ sufficient to overbalance all the ar- 
guments on your side of the question? And xmless 
you can persuade yourself that Christ might be both 
the Father and the Son of HIMSELF, must you not 
either relinquish your hypothesis, or call in question 
his veracity ? 

Moreover, fix)m this portion of Christ's testimony, 
we may learn, that when he spake of God, he meant 
his Father ; and when he spake of his Fatheb, he 
meant the God of Israel. Therefore, whenever he 
'spake of God, or his Father, his language implied 
that he himself was not the Person who had been 
called the God of Israel. 

Let us now listen to the language of Peter, Acts 

iii. 18. " The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 

. Jacob, the God of our fSsithers, hath glorified his Son 

JesusS' This testimony is too plain to need any 

comment. 

Paul, in his address to the dispersed Israelites, 
whom he found at Antioch in Pisidia, said, " The God 
of ikis people of Israel chose our lathers, and exalted 
the people where they dwelt as strangers in the land 
of Egjrpt." He then rehearsed a number of events 
between that period and the days of David ; and hav- 
ing mentipned David as a man "after God's own 
heart," he added, " Of this man's seed hath God, 
axxording to his promise^ RAISED unto Israel a SA- 
VIOUR, Jesus." [Acts xiii 23.] 

In the first verse of the epistle to the Hebrews, we 
Jread that "God, who at sundry times and in diveiB 
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maniiers spake in tiine past unto tHe fathers, hy the 
prophets^ hath in these last days spoken to ns BY 
HIS Son." Was it not the Ood of Israel who spake 
hy the prophets f K so, Christ was the Son cf the 
God of Israel. 

In support of the idea now before us, a very consi- 
derable part of the New Testament might be quoted ; 
for at the very foundation of the gospel this idea is 
laid, that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Ood of Israel; 
and this idea runs through the writings of liie evan- 
gelists, and the sermons and epistles of the apostles. 
The matter is so clearly and so abundantly expressed, 
that it is amazing that any one, acquainted with the 
Scriptures, should ever entertain the idea that Jesus 
Christ was the very Person who had been called the 
Ood of Israel, 

In regard to the texts which have been relied on to 
prove that Christ is the very Person who was called 
the God of Israel, it may be observed, that the most 
of them would be easily explained, and the argument 
set aside, by only making a proper distinction between 
the Angel of God as the Medium of Divine mani- 
festation^ and the God who was manifested through 
that Medium; or by only observing that whatever 
God does by Christ, may be properly attributed either 
to God or his Son. Many of the principal texts of 
this class have been already examined; and it is 
hoped enough has been said to convince you, that the 
hypothesis that Christ is the Person who is called the 
God of Israel, is without any solid foundation in the 
Bible. But the circumstance, that this hypothesis 
has been so long and so generally admitted by pious 
Christians, may be considered as evidence, that it has 
had advocates who were esteemed eminent for pietjf 
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and abOay. For it is difficult to concdre, how any 
thing short of dtstmguished eminen/ce of character in 
its advocates oould ever have given cvrrency and|>qp- 
iitarity to an opinion so mani&stlj repugnant to the 
express declarations of Ohbist and his apostles, and 
to the general tenor of the gospeL 

If yon, sir, should be disposed to say, that yon never 
impUcitly denied that Christ is the SoK of God, let 
me ask. Is not an attempt to prove that Christ is the 
very Person who is called the Gtod of Israel, an implied 
denial that he is the Son of God? Would not a seri- 
ous attempt to prove that Isaac was the very person 
who was called Abraham, imply a denial that Isaac 
was the Son of Abraham ? 



LETTER VI. 

ON 1 JOHN V. 7, 8. 
Bxv. Snt, 

In the first edition of my letters to you, I admitted, 
as genuine, 1 John v. 7, and endeavored to show that 
it contained nothing inconsistent with my own views, 
I was not then ignorant of the &ct that the genuine- 
ness of the text had been denied ; but I had not seen 
the evidence of its being spurious. Since that time, I 
have seen evidence which, I think, must be sufficient 
to satisfy any mind which is free from prepossessions. 
To admit the text, and remark upon it as genuine, 
after such conviction, would be little better than to 
countenance forgery. Instead, therefore, of again 
admitting the text, I shall exhibit the evidence by 
which I was convinced that it was an unwarrant^ 
interpokition. As the evidence will be taken from a 
Trinitarian author, it is hoped that it wiU be Satis* 
&etoiy to you and many othensL 
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The writer of tlie "Eclectic Eeview" of the "Im- 
proved Version," and of " Griesbach's Greek Testa- 
ment," decidedly approves of the omission of the text 
in those works, and says, " It is found in no Greek 
MS. ancient or recent, except one to which we shall 
presently advert ; in no ancient version, being mter- 
polcUed only in the later transcripts of the Ynlgate. 
Not one of the Greek fathers recognizes it, though 
many of them collect every species and shadow of ar- 
gument down to the most allegorical and shockingly 
ridiculous, in favor of the doctrine of the Trinity ; 
though they often cite the words immediately con- 
tiguous both before and after ; and though with im- 
mense labor and art they extract from the next words 
the very sense which this passage has, in following 
times, been adduced to furnish. Of the Latin Others 
not one has quoted it, tiU Eusebius of Lyons, in the 
middle of the fifth century ; and in his works there is 
much reason to believe that it has been interpolated. 
Under these circumstances, we are unspeakably 
ashamed, that any modem divines should have coi^ 
tended for retaining a passage so indisputably spu- 
rious." 

This, sir, is the dficisionof one on yonrown side 
of the question ; and one who has given evidence that 
he possesses both learning and candor. In connection 
with the text which has now been given up, I intro* 
duced the following verse, " And there are three that 
bear witness in earth, the spirit, the vxtter^ and the 
Uoodj and these three agree in one." Upon this text 
I made some observations to prepare the way for a 
right understanding of the passage contained in the 
iq)ostles' commission. But as considerable was then 
Biid, which has no immediate connection with iha 
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main subject of inquiry, I shall here give only the 
leading thoughts as they relate to the institution of 
baptism. 

By the Spirit is understood those communications 
of the Holy Spirit which have been given for the cory' 
firmation of the truths of the gospel, and the proTnoUon 
of the Christie religion. By the wa^ and the blood 
which bear witness, is supposed to be meant baptism 
and the LotcCs supper^ as instituted memorials of the 
inauguration and the death of the Messiah. 

The sabbath, circumcision^ and thepassover were re* 
spectively meTnorials of extraordinary events. The 
Lord's day is kept as a memorial of the resurrection of 
the Son of God ; and the Lord's supper as an institut- 
ed memorial of his death. It is, therefore, reasonable 
to suppose that baptism is, also, an instituted memorial 
of some eoctraordinary event. When our Saviour was 
baptized by John, he was inducted into office, the 
Spirit descended and abode upon him, and God from 
on high proclaimed, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." No event, prior to this, 
had been more worthy of a perpetual memorial. But 
of this event we have no memorial unless it be that 
of Christian baptism. Nor is there any event but 
Ihis, of which baptism can naturaHy be supposed the 
memorial. Therefore, as by analogy we are led to 
believe that baptism is a memorial of soms interesting 
event, and as no other event can be so naturally sup- 
posed to be the one, it is believed that it was insti- 
tuted as the memorial of the Messiah's indvction to 
^Ojffwe, when he was baptized with water, endued with the 
Spirit, and announced to the world as the Son of God, 
It was on this occasion that " God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost" Accordingly, in in- 
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Btitutiiig the memorial, the God who anointed, the Son 
who was the subject of the anointing, and the Holy 
Spirit, with which the Father anointed the /Sbn, are 
all brought to view. 



LETTER VII. 

THE apostles' COMMISSION CONSIDERED. 
BxY. Sm, 

The language of the Apostles' commission, Matt 
xxviiL 18, 19, shall now be considered. 

''And Jesus came and spake unto them^ saying, AH 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye, therefore, and teach aU nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father^ and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." 

That the text, as it stands in our translation, does 
very naturally suggest the idea of baptizing by the 
aut^iority of three Persons, is admitted ; and of course 
it suggests the idea that the Holy Spirit is a Person. 
But when this view of the text is urged, as the only 
possible meaning, there is perhaps one thing overlooked^ 
which ought to be considered; and some things taken 
for granted, which leqpiiG proof that is not easily ob- 
tained. 

In the verse already quoted, iiomediately preceding 
the one so much relied on, Christ had said, " AH pow- 
er is given unto me in heaven and earth." And what 
is here asserted appears to be overlooked. It was, sir, 
on this very ground, that he added, " Go ye, therefore^ 
into all the world," &c. Now, if Christ had aU autho" 
rity in heaven and earth, his authority must have been 
flufficient for baptizing in his own name, without con- 
necting any other. — Nor does it appear very natural 
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to suppose that Christ would saj to this effect, I have 
aU axUhority'^ go ye, therefore^ and baptize by the jbm^ 
authority oi myiflf and two other Persons. And has 
it not been also too much overlooked, that we have 
no example for baptizing in any other name than that 
of the Lord Jesus ? If it be a matter of so much mo- 
ment as has been supposed, that baptism should be 
administered in the name of three Persons^ is it not 
somewhat extraordinary that we are not able to find 
so much as one example of the apostles to support the 
practice? 

But perhaps some things are taken for granted as 
well as overlooked. The things which seem to have 
been taken for granted, that require proof, are 
these — 

1. That the preposition^ which is translated ah, does 
not mean mto, to, for^ or unto — 

2. That the word name^ unquestionably means au- 
thority — 

S. That the design of Christ, in the passage was to 
show the authority hy which baptism is to be administer- 
ed^ and not the end^ot which it is to be administered. 
. Respecting the Greek preposition n^, you are 
doubless sensible that this is much more frequently 
translated into, to, or for^ than it is in. And had 
either of those words been used in the text instead of 
in, this would have entirely precluded the idea of 
baptizing by the authority of tiiree Persons. 

And the word name is abundantly used in the Scrip* 
tures, as of the same import as the word character: it 
is also used for renown^ Qlory^ or praise ; and it is some- 
times used as of similar import with the word memorial. 
In one or other of these senses the word is used 
Buioh more frequently than as importing cMhorH^ 



DIFFICULT PASSAGES OF SGSIFTI7BE. 288 

It is, sir, my present opinion of the words in dis* 
pute, that it was the design of Christ to express the 
OBJ£CT or END far which^ and not the authority 
hy which^ baptism is to be administered ; and that the 
preposition would be more properly translated so as 
to Tead " to the name," or "j^ the name," than " in 
the name." 

Some reasons or analogies, to justify this explana- 
tion or construction of the text, may now be stated. 

1. This construction agrees with the character of 
the Holy Spirit, as already illustrated from the general 
and natural import of Scripture language. 

2. This construction corresponds with the idea that 
baptism is a standing witness and Tnemorial in the 
church, that the Son of God came by water, and was 
publicly inaugurated, endued, and announced, as the 
promised Messiah, the Son of God. 

3. It agrees with the frequent use of the word namcj 
as signifying renown, glory, praise, or memorial. 

When monuments are erected, or memorials insti- 
tuted, to perpetuate the memory of illustrious charac- 
ters or illustrious events, renown, glory, and praise, 
are the object of these memorials. When memorials 
are instituted to perpetuate the memory of remarkable 
and distinguishing events of Divine providence, they 
are designed for the renown, glory, and praise of God. 

4. When, in the New Testament, any thing is said 
to be done, or required to be done, for a witness, for 
a sign, for a testimony, for a memorial, or to the 
glory, or to the praise of Qt)d, this same preposition, 
««, is used, and translated^ or to. And can one in- 
stance to the contrary be found in the New Testament ? 

Thus, sir, you have before you some of the analo- 
gies which at least seefn to justify me in supposing, 
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that it was the design of Christ, in the apostles' com- 
mission, to express the snd Jbr whdch^ and not mere* 
Ij the AUTHOBITY by wkdch, baptism is to be admin- 
istered. The AUTHOBITY by whUh^ is indeed egress- 
ed in the introductory words, '^ All power is given 
unto me in heaven and earth; go ye, therefore f^ but 
the clause in dispute appears to me not designed to 
re-eaypre&s the avihorityj but to show the END for which 
baptism was instituted. 

Can you, sir, produce such anak^ies in support of 
the common construction of this passage? Can you 
produce one analogy fix)m the Bible which will justify 
you in saying that this text requires us to baptize by 
the authcnity of the Holy Spirit as a distinct Persont 

If the construction now given of the passage should 
be admitted and adopted, it would occasion no change 
in the form of words to be used in baptising, but 
simply that of using ft), or for^ or unto^ instead of in. 
The adoption would, however, open a door for much 
to be pertinently and profitably said, respecting that 
momentous event in which the promised Messiah was 
publicly inavguratedy endued^ and announced to the 
world as the Son of God ; and the gro/ce and glory 
which was displayed on that memorable occasion. 

In this inavguration we may contemplate a fulfil- 
ment of what had he^npromised sjidpredicted^ and al- 
so of what had been typified in the manner in which 
prop^iets, priests, and kings, had been invested with 
their respective offices. The holy oii was poured on 
the heads of prophets and kings, as an emblem of 
the Holy Spirit^ with which the Messiah was to be 
endued, Aaron was first washed with water, and then 
had the oil of cansecraMoa poured on his head, as the 
^noi QiQ^-^dA^rst washed 0Tbapimd^2j^ 
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ed with the Spirit of God. If we may connect, in one 
view, the Old and the New Testament forms of inaztg- 
urcUion or ordination ; in that event we may behold the 
Messiah condescending to come to John, his herald, to 
be ivasfied with water as Aaron was ; then we behold 
him making his own ordination prayer; and what is 
still more august, we may behold the Eternal Fa- 
ther performing the solemn rites of laying on ofhanda^ 
and giving (he Bight Hand of Fellowship — ^He first sent 
down his Holy Spirit^ which is often represented as 
his Hand : this abode on the Son ; then, with an audible 
voice, God proclaimed, in the ears of attending angels 
and men, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
AM WELL PLEASED." A sccne more august, and more 
expressive of grace and glory, had perhaps never 
been seen in heaven or earth. 

POSTSCRIPT, 

Let it be distinctly understood, that the opinion, 
that baptism was instituted as a memorial of the m- 
avguraldon of the Messiah, is not viewed by me as 
essential to the main theory respecting the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. The ojHnion resulted from a 
serious inquiry into the meaning of ChrisCs coming 
by water, and of the tvater's bearing witness. It is 
proposed, for examination, as that which appears to 
me probably true. But the main things had in view 
do not depend on the correctness of that opinion. 
Various reasons may be given for the use of the terms 
Holy Spirit in the a|>ostle's commission, which do 
not imply the personality of the Spirit. But what> 
sir, if no such reason could be given by me, or by 
yourself? Shall one clause of a te^ of donb^vl tm- 
port, be admitted as proof of SL/act, in opposition to 
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the general tenor of platn and inspired representations t 
More, it is belieyed, than tivo hundred times, the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God is brought into view in the Scrip- 
tures, in a manner which clearly conveys the idea, 
that, by the Spirit, a self-existent Person is not intended. 
And diall on^, tioo or three texts, which seem to favor 
your opinion, be allowed more weight than two hun- 
dred others which are clearly in opposition? Suppose, 
sir, that after long and laborious inquiry, I could ob- 
tain no satisfectory exposition of the disputed clause 
in the apostle's commission, which would accord with 
my present views of the Holy Spirit ; and on that 
ground should give up the whole theory, and return to 
your doctrine of the Trinity ; what then would be my 
situation ? I must cease to reflect, or must take into 
view the nimierous t^xts which naturally oppose your 
idea of the Spirit, with the multitude which are op- 
posed to the self-existence of the Son of God, and the 
many thousands which distinctly represent God as one 
Person only. On the whole, then, instead of one per- 
plexing text, I should have to encounter many thou- 
sands, each of which, according to the natural import 
of language, would be opposed to the doctrine that I 
should profess to believe. If you will show me how 
those numerous classes of texts can be feirly recondl- , 
ed to your doctrine^ and how the representations of 
Divine love in the gospel can be consistent with your 
views of the Son of God, you will easily reclaim me 
from my supposed error. For whatever may have 
been your views of mj feelings or my motives j this is 
a fact, that it is far from being a pleasant thing to me 
to be obliged to dissent in opinion from such a mul- 
titude of worthy characters. 
. There is one consideration which will probably 
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have influence against the admission of the senti- 
ments of these Letters, yiz., That the writer is a per- 
son obscurely situated, of private education, and unpro- 
misirvg advantages. All this may, in truth, be said. 
But sometimes God has " chosen " loeaJc and unpro- 
mismg instruments to carry on his work, " ihatnofie^ 
shovM glory in his presenceJ^ Besides, if "the Scrip- 
tares were inspired to instruct common readersj by 
using words according to their common o/xeptaMon,^^ it 
IB possible that a person, under all my disadvantages! 
may investigate the truth, by making the Scriptures 
his only guide. It has been no part of my object to 
invent a new theory. My aim has been to investi- 
gate, represent, and support, such sentiments as are 
revealed in the BiBLS, admitting words to be used 
" according to their common acceptation," comparing 
Scripture with Scripture. K, on due examination, it 
shall be found that any sentiment, in these Letters, 
may be properly ascribed to me as the auihor, let it 
be rejected. But you will allow, that sentiments, of 
which God is the Author, should not be rejected, 
whoever may be the writer, " Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?" This, you will re- 
member, was a question which once arose in the mind 
of an " Israelite indeed ;" and, perhaps, on the same 
ground, thousands of others, to their own ruin, ryected 
the Saviour of the world. On no better ground, 
it may be, that thousands will ryect the ssntihents 
contained in these Letters, even if they are sanfitioned 
by the oracles of God. 
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LETTER VIII. 

CONCLUSION. 
RsY. Sm, 

This series of Letters lias already been extended 
beyond my original design. It shall now be dosed. 
I am not insensible, that publishing my views exposes 
me to attacks fix)m every denomination of professing 
Christians. Yet no man can have less desire to be 
engaged in pnblic controversy. But being not my 
own, it would be wrong to suppress what to me ap- 
pears honorary to Christ, for the sake of private ease, 
guiet^ or popvlarity. 

Freedom has been used in examining your opinions, 
and the opinions of others ; but, at the same time, it 
has been an object of my care to cultivate, in my 
heart, feelings of tenderness and respect for my fellow 
Christians of different opinions. In writing, it has 
been my aim not to wound your feelings, or the feel- 
ings of any other man. While writing this last Let- 
ter of the series, my conscience bears me witness, 
that not (me sentence in the whole has been dictated by 
the feelings of displeasure against any one of my fel- 
low creatures. 

These Letters are addressed to you, in hope, that if 
there must be an opponent, it may be one who is able 
and wiUing to investigate ; and one who has learned 
of Him who was meek and lowly in heart. This 
being your character, should you see cause to answer 
my Letters, you will look thoroughly and prayerfully 
into the subject, and not write at random. You will 
not shelter yourself under the popularity of your own 
theory, and on that ground think jovLrself justified in 
treating with contempt the views of your £de(nd. — • 
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You will not sneer at arguments wliicli you cannot 
lei&itG h J fair reasoning ; nor substitute sarcastic and 
censorious declamation, for argument. You will not 
misrepresent my real views^ for the sake of haying 
something before you which you can easily refute. But 
if you view me in an error, you wiU pity and pray for 
me; and, in the spirit of meekness and love, you will 
endeavor to show me my mistakes and errors. And 
you will write as one who expects to give account 
And if I am in an error, be assured, sir, that it is my 
anrlial desire that you may be enabled to detect it^ 
and to set it before me, and before the world, in a 
convincing light. 

You will readily perceive, that there may be mis- 
takes in explaining some particular texts, and yet the 
theory may be correct. In attempting to explain so 
many texts, it is very possible that there are instances 
of incorrectness. For one so fallible, it is enough to 
say, that my labor lias been to inv^tigate the real 
truth, without perverting or misapplying the Scrip- 
tures ; and that it has been my sincere desire to make 
the theory square with the Scriptures as aDrviNB 
Standard, and not to make the Scriptures bend to 
the theory. 

Should you think it to be your duty to express your 
disapprobation of the theory, by way of a Eeview in 
some periodical work, you will give an impartial re- 
presentation of my real sentiments, that those who read 
the Eeview may have some opportunity to judge aa 
to the correctness of the opinion you may express. 

After you shall have written your objections by 
way of Eeview, be pleased to turn to John xvii. and 
review the prayer of the Son of God ; examine the nc^ 
tural import of every sentence distinctly ; then ask 
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yoorseit these queations — ^Does Hot eoery sentence in 
this prayer perfictly harmonize with the sentiments 
against which I have been writing ? — ^Yea, does not 
this prayer clearly contain the principal sentiments which 
the writer of the Letters has aimed to establish ? — If 
he h^ad/orged a prayer for the Son of God, in support 
of his own theory, could he have written any thing 
more to his purpose than that which reaUy proceeded 
from the lips of Christ ? — Are not, then, my objections 
to his views as reaUy objections to the sentiments con- 
tained in the prayer of the Son of God ? 

And may that Divinb Lord, in whom is our hope, 
lead us to a more perfect knowledge of himself ; and 
grant, that not only you and I, but all who may read 
these Letters, may experience the truth of the decla- 
ration which he made in his prayer to the Father, 
" And this is life eternal, to know THSS the only 
TBUE God, and Jesus Ohbist whom thou has sent." 
And while it shall be our lot to differ in sentiment^ 
let us daily unite in the prayer of Christ, that tue aU 
may be one^ even as He and the Fathsb abe one. 

Adieu. 

NOAH WOECESTEB. 
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